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A HEROINE OF

CHARITY
SISTER TERESA VINCENT

Paul L. Blakely, 8. J., in America

Three or four days ago I happened
to come across a newspaper clipping,
just beginning to yellow with age.
It told a story not uncommon in this
modern Babylon

Smith
saw & bundle sticking out of a refuse
can near Sixty-eighth Street
Avenue A, It proved to be a baby,
at flrst dead. It
was taken to the Foundling Hospital
on h Street.
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Now, I do not know which of these
“little darlings the pathetic
bundle picked out of the refuse-can
and adjudged to be dead by Officer
Smith. Perhaps neither, butlcannot
find three exhibits which tell more
strikingly of the sublime work of the
New York Sisters of Charity than
these quotations. What to you and
me is a story that seems too horrible
even to be told, is the staple of their
daily lives. The epithet is common ;
ill-usage has made it trite, but no
word except “divine” will fitly desig-
nate the work of these noble women.
The very abnegation of Christ is in
their lives. He, in the day of His
abiding with us, had joy set before
Him, but chose the Cross ; that He
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might save us from eternal loss, and |

assuage our trials by the sympathy
of a Heart that has known all possi
ble human sorrow. So, too, the
Sister of Charity. Perhaps your
home, you who read these words, 18
made cheerful by the daughterly
service and affection of the young
girl, who still a child in her sweet

| even to the end

ness, betokens in "her little ways of |

cherishment” the sure promise of a
noble womanhood. The world looks
bright to her ; you consult nothing
but her happiness, but you want her
to be always near you ; you cannot
think of the pain of parting. This
Sister of Charity, who bends anxious
ly over the cradle of a once-aban
doned infant, bearing, it may well be,
in its agonized little body, the marks

of the sins of unworthy parents, was |

child.

Cross.

once as your own She, too,
has chosen the The world
promised much, the ties of innocent
affection were strong : butshe cheer
fully gave up all at the call of Christ,
to consecrate herself, heart and soul,
to the loving service of the outcast,
and to embrace with especial charity
the most lowly and helpless of all,
the babies whom no one wants
cares for.

1860, a

On September 27 g
girl, one of these souls,
entered the beautiful novitiate of the
Sisters of Charity up at Mt St.
Vincent-on-H New York City.
Her was Jane McCrystal, and
gshe born in Philadelphia, of
which her kinsman, the ght
Reverend John J. McCort, D.D., is
Auxiliary, July 24, 1842
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of charity.
for these foundlings, and for
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dollars and Sigter Teresa, then only
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within a few months, babies
left to die of exposure on the streets
the Home. As is the rule
in these cases, the Sisters, now five
in number, slept
took whatever scraps of food they
could gather together In the his-
tory of Catholic charity this is an old
story. Even at this moment in opu
lent New York there are
vietims of campaign of calumny
engineered the Charity Trust,
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want for nothing. “In those days,
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at dawn, like the Arab, silently fold
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the prospect of a long, hard
Like all whom God has chosen

proper

day.
for

cheerful in |

| exalteth tl

or prayers of baby lips about her coffin,

of |

‘
l

|

firet | that I met for the last time Lt. Col.

| them.,

on the floor, and | every
| as Catholic chaplain of

Sisters, the | others, both of whom have won new

"Sister |

\
|
i
|

| manding

FROM THE TRENCHES ‘ Home Rule-—about which
mans were so solicitous in
note, but about which they
a word in time
had
the

till have

|
great work, Sister Teresa was noted |
for her happy, fun-loving disposition,
In 1871, the central building of the
present group on East Sixty-eighth
street was erected. Under the wise
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present time the great hospital, one
of the first in the United
covers the square between ¢
eighth and Sixty-ninth streets,
Lexington and Third avenue
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A PLEA AND A CLAIM
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When War was declared ed
land the whole world turned to
what Ireland would do. That a cer
tain number of Irishmen would fight
bravely in the British Army was
expected. That had always been the
case, even in days when the spirit of
Ireland was troubled and
affection for British Rule
rife, But what the world
to know was what Ireland as a whole

that is, including Nationalist lre
land do. Would the Irish
take the side of England and France
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It is true to say the ¢ | cruellest
Nationalist Ireland
the destruction of the Irish Parl
ment at any rate, whole-he
identified itself with any of England’s
struggles. In the days of
August, 1914, people wondered what
wnd's attitude would be towards
the great War was
begin. It was, then, with a
grateful relief, that the British people
heard the pronouncement of
Leader of the Irish party Parlia
ment that Ireland’s loyalty and
operation 1n the coming struggle
might be counted upon. In Gern
there immediately broke out a mani
festation of strong rage, and the
Nationalist leader became the object
of the bitter attacks the
German Press And yet Germany
had claim whatever upon Irish
consideration. With almost every
country in Europe, Ireland had more
sympathy than with Germany. With
France, Irishmen had had, from time
immemorial, historical and tradition
al connection. France, at any rate,
had made some efforts to relieve Ire
land from suffering and oppression,
whilst Germany had never lifted a
finger, or spoken a word, or exercised
the slightest influence towards the
mitigation of the conditions under
which Irishmen were governed

As between Germany and France,
therefore, it caused no surprise to
the student of history that Irishmen
should prefer to fight upon the side
of the French. What did cause sur
prise in some quarters was that Ire
land, through her representatives,
should take the side of England in
the War, and that Irishmen should
flock by tens of thousands into the
Army. And yet this attitude of Ire
land only made good and bore out
the pledged word of
under certain circumstances
would loyally take their part
defence and maintenance of
great Empire, which Irishmen had
belped largely to create. What were
these circumstances ? They involved
the granting to Ireland self-gov
ernment or Home Rule.
earliest days of the Home Rule move
ment down to the days Parnell
and Redmond, it had always
steadfastly proclaimed by Ireland
that if she had her own Parliament
restored, her
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joyous children ? All this, and far
more, is written in the remembering
Heart of Christ.

But the days of
approaching as wild
to rend her work. She who had so
closely followed her Saviour in His
love of little children was privileged
to walk with Him through Olivet to
the hill of Calvary. Of plans as
cruel as they are senseless, directed
against her work with all the venom
usually engendered of embittered
apostasy, I may not now speak.
The end came almost suddenly ; the
day before her death, Sister Teresa
was actively at work among the
children. One thing only ruffled the
serenity of her last moments. “Who
will baptize these poor little ones ?
and the repetition proved the
tremity of her anguish. But peace
came at the end. She had trusted
Him in the days of her girlhood ; she
would trust Him in the passage
through dark waters. Near dawn on
May 28 the anxious voice was stilled.
She had pleaded for the little ones
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There may be differences of opinion
a8 to whether the number of recruits
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he Rev. Dr. O'Gorman,
of talk on his experiences
a chaplain, paid a tribute to
Lieut.-Col. Victor Buchanan, of Mon
treal. Father O'Gorman was
wounded a few days Col.,
Buchanan was killed.

"One of the war pictures which is
most indelibly on

W a, being ven unto
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the defence 5 n the
had her claim to

ratified by the British
electorate and sealed with the Royal
Assent? Britain had kept her share
of the compact as to Home Rule, and
was for Ireland to show that she
was ready before the world to keep
her share in the Home Rule compact
well. From every platform in
Great Britain the Irish members,
with the assent of their constituents
declared that the granting of Home
Rule would be the beginning of a new
era of friendship and brotherhood
between the peoples of the two
Islands. Here and there may have
been a voice of dissent, but no one can
doubt that the Irish representatives
spoke with the assent of the over-
whelming mass of the Irish people.
Had not the Boers kept their pledge
to work loyally in the Empire, having
been granted freedom in their own
country ? The Irish surely could do
no less. The world-wide sympathy
which had been instinctively given
to Ireland in her struggles would
have been withdrawn in amaze had |
the Irish people signalized the pass-
ing of Home Rule by placing them
selves in alliance with the German
and the Turk against England, Sym
pathy with France, horror the
unprovoked destruction of Belgium,
these things undoubtedly affected
Ireland’'s attitude in the War ; but
what affected and brought about that
attitude more than all the rest was
the feeling which prevailed, and still
undoubtedly does prevail, that Home
Rule, though in abeyance, is still the
law of the land, and that, therefore,
it Ireland’'s duty to act as her
representatives declared she would

own
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and in this way
alone, can Ireland, consistently with
her existence, become
loyal and true partner, ready to take
her full place in peace and war with
England and and and all the
great young nations of the Empire,
80 many of them her own children.

The reflections here set down are
the very reflections which course
through the minds of many thous
ands of Irish soldiers in Trench and
Camp today; and of these things
many and many an Irish soldier
thought who will never think again
in this world.
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They were ready to lay down their
lives in defense of the traditions and
ideals for which their country stood.
They were freemen and not slaves
and if they donned the armor of war,
it was not from any barbaric instinct
for fighting, it was not from cruelty
or revenge or hatred other un
worthy motive. No, it for the
worthiest and most sacred of motives
When the cry echoed throughout the
land " Your country needs you' it
awakened in their souls the spirit of
sacrifice and duty which they had in
herited from their forefathers, which
they had been taught at their mother’s
knee, and which the Church had
never ceased to impress on them in
the and earnestness of her
preaching.
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Within a few we shall
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of
the establishment of
It is an event we may recall
with pride. It would be too much to
assert that wisdom has always guided
our counsels or that have been
always true to the principles which
our forefathers sought incorpor
ate and perpetuate in the Confeder
ation. We have committed mistakes
and we have at times acted rashly
and unjustly without due regard for
the feelings or the rights of others.
But whatever blunders we de
plore, we are all united in the deep
est love for the country which has
given us our freedom, and we are all
animated the 0
make the work which the great men
of 1867 commenced, endure and grow
until it will shelter millions
millions of a free and happy
whose desire will be
ideals will be justice and right.
‘There disintegrating and
degrading factors in our public life
which should
give us concern
ful sign for the
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as a pastor of tha
in the opportun y my
tribute praise gratitude at
their feet, and I regard it as a proud
privilege to be in a position to «
gratulate this parish s
having done its duty.

“I have been told that there is a
small reservation of Indians
in Ontario where
of military and
arms when the country
know not what credence
attached to that report,
true, it were indeed a
might be the envy
munity in the land. For my own
part, I would desire nothing more
glorious for any parish in this arch
diocese. And even if every able
bodied young man paid the supreme
penalty, the community would
indeed be the loser, but the democ
racy we cherish would not be the
loser, for their names would be a pre
cious heritage to encourage
inspire wherever duty called
courage and sacrifice.
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"And now to the honor which we
willingly pay to those who are gone
and to the sorrow which we natural
ly feel at their loss, we must add the
suffrage of our prayers. Ti is
another reason why we are gathered
here tonight. Bef this altar of
sacrifice and in presence of the
Victim Who dwells thereon
we join with you in prayer that God
may heed their sacrifice and
them eternal rest blood has
watered the soil of France and they
are buried far
from those they loved, but the sweet
aroma of their still
with us and will endure as long as
time will last. That God may bless
the families from which they gprung

ore
divine

grant
Their
mn

nameless graves

heroic deeds is

| and bless the country for which they

died, is our most fervent prayer,
“That His kingdom may be extend
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I'aichowfu, China, Nov, 28
Dear Reader
That charity towards my
mission is approved by the highest
ecclesiagtical authorities of Canac
let me quote from a letter from His
Excellency, The Most Rev. Peregrina
F, Stagni, 0. S, M., D. D., Apostolia
Delegate, Ottawa : I have been
watching with much interest ths
contributions to the Fund opened on
behalf of your by ths
CATHOLIC RECORD. The success hns
been gratifying and shows the
which our Catholig
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