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-f *r tvt rF”rwhile it hatches out its own eggs in the next sloped a moral sense ? I.itt.e Japan has some
story. One nest of the yellow warbler is on 40 perpetual experiment station People have
record which was three stories high, with a cow- to know something to pay over *23 per acre ren-
bird’s egg in each of the lower compartments. ^ for land on whicb toA &row oae common Crop
The cowbird with us plays the same role that is Hke rice in a season ! An appreciative foreword
played by the cuckoo in Europe-that is, it builds *? tbe book) “ written by Dr L. H Bailey, and

L THE FARMER-8 ADVOCATE AND home MAGAZINE no nest of its own, but drops its eggs into the h.s commendation is entirely deserved. Copies of 
itVS iever3 7HUredaL’ » , „ nests of smaller birds. this volume may be obtained at $2.50^ postage
It le Impartial and Independent of all cliques and parties, __  , , , .... , . ,, paid, from Mrs. F. H. King, Madison, WlS.

handsomely Illustrated with original engravings, and lur- The young Cowbird on hatching hoists the 
nJahes the moat practical, reliable and profitable Informa- young of the rightful owner of the riest out over 
makers,r o^ an^’pcUicadon' fn rcX,di.at0*kn“D “d h°me' the edge of the nest, and then receives all the 

*. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—Id Canada, England, Ireland, food brought by the parents of the murdered nest- 
$ ?^da“d' .oe£,,oundland and New Zealand, $1.60 per year. In lings. After leaving the nest, the young cow-

advance; $2.00 per year when not paid In advance. United .. . . . . . \ & ...
8Utee,$2A0 per year ; all Jther oonntrlee 12e.; to adv.nw! bird follows its foster-parents about always, with , „ ...... .. ,

S. advertising RATES.—single insertion, 25 cents per line, drooping wings and wide open mouth, begging for sittings of the Board, held in the city of Ottawa
a. -rot?1 ir*nurb’«ct «ni/ooi Twis«ed on. application. food, and it is ridiculous to see the little warb- on tbe 27th November, 1912, counsel and repre-

an explicit order is received lor “ta dteconîtauln ” ” au 1er or sparrow foster-parents cramming food into tentatives appearirife for the Applicant Railway
• j..Pfym>Pts °* •rreara8ee must be made as required by law. the capacious maw of this young parasite, which Companies, the Canadian Manufacturers Associa-
5. THE LAW IS. that all subscribers to newspapers are held hv n twir» thoir at™ tion, the Montreal and Toronto Boards of Trade,

SKTS ar” Pa‘d a“d thel' papcr The destruction of3'the young of small birds the, Montreal Corn Exchange, the Dominion Mill-
____ •• RBMITTANces should be made direct to us. either by caused in a year by a single female cowbird is cr° Association, the Canadian Lumbermen s As-
■ . Money Order or Registered Letter, which win be at our ‘ _ ûo„Y, i,, sociation, and others ;—risk. When made otherwise we will not be responsible undoubtedly great, for each female apparently

T. THE date ON your label shows to what time your lays from four to six eggs, each one in a differ-
eubeerlption Is paid. (.rl| nest

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In 
every case the " Full Name and Post-office Address Must 
be Given.”

■ #• WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent 
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries. $1.00 must be enclosed.

I 10. LETTERS Intended for publication should be written on 
one side of the paper only.I “• The female cowbird is of a uniform, dusky,

12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural grayish-brown color, with a “sparrow-like black
■ topic- We are always pleased to receive practical articles. bill, and is about seven and a half inches in 

For such as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents lono-th 
per Inch printed matter. Criticisms ol Articles, Suggestions , K .

g How to ^Improve “ The Farmer’e Advocate and Home chocolate-brown head and neck, and is about eight
Magazine.” Descriptions el New Grains, Roots or Vegetables inches long. The name Cowbird comes from the
not generally known. Particulars ol Experiments Tried, or , .,___ , .__, , , , ,. ,, ...Improved Methods ol Cultivation, are each and all welcome. hablt these bn ds hav,‘ of feeding among the Cattle 
Contributions sent an must not be furnished other papers in the pasture and eating the insects disturbed by 

they have appeared In one columns. Rejected the Cattle as they move about. Thus the cow-

IS. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in referenee to any matter con- btrd does good by destroying injurious insects and 
nected with this paper should be addressed as below, also by eating a large amount of weed-seed, but 
and not to any Individual connected with the paper. it is extremely doubtful if the benefits thus

ferred offset the loss of the nestlings of other 
beneficial birds which the rearing of each cowbird 
occasions.
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THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY ^LIMITED).

;I • H ; JOHN WELD, Manager.
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& Agents lor “ The Farmer's Advocate and Home Journal.” 
Winnipeg, Man.m:
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lÊÊÊi Reciprocal Demurrage Wanted..

?4; Editoi» “The Farmer’s Advocate”:
mMi- “Upon the hearing of the application at the
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It is ordered that, on the publication and 
filing of tariffs therefor, and for the period com­
mencing the fifteenth day of December, 1912, and
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Each egg hatched means the death of 

from four to six nestlings, and, furthermore, , ... , . .
prevents birds which would breed twice in a sea- terminating the thirty-first day of March, 1913,

both inclusive, the said Applicant Companies be, 
and they are hereby, permitted to increase the 
car service or Demurrage toll prescribed by the 
order of the Board No. 906, dated the 25th day 
of -January, 1906, from one dollar a day to two 
dollars a day for the first twenty-four hours, or 
any part thereof, and to three dollars a day for 
each succeeding twenty-four hours, or any part 
thereof, for delay beyond the free time allowed by 
the said order for loading or unloading cars ; 
provided that this order shall not apply to cars 
held in transit at stop-over points under publish­
ed tariffs filed with the Board,

son from doing so, because of the length of time 
the young cowbird takes to become sufficiently 
mature to feed itself.

■ . 
V.If-1 ' The male is iridescent black, with a
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JE
(Sgd.) D’ARCY SCOTT, 

Assistant Chief Commissioner, 
Board of Railway Commissioners for Canada.”

con-f‘
Address—THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE, or 

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED),
London, Canada.

’
The above ruling given by Assistant Chief 

. . , . „ Commissioner, D’Arcy Scott, practically gives the

snow was very noticeable. But how many were each succeeding day, which, of course includes 
the broken down from the evergreen trees ? Very,

Because the hrnn-
Swirling over the fields they ches of the deciduous trees are set at a rather 

Down sharp angle, while those of the evergreens are
so ; thus the former fre­

quently break off at this junction’ with the trunk, 
while the latter merely bend and allow the sn'ow 

This horizontal branching can be re­
garded as one of the adaptations of evergreens ,to 
a Northern climate.
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Nature’s Diary.
By A. B. Klugh, M. A.Ü

The Snowbirds have come down from 
North.
hardy little birds.
go uttering their musical trilling note, 
to earth they come in a weedy field, and run horizontal or nearly 
hither and thither from one weed-stem to another.

s&bL
both the loading and unloading of freight

At the hearing of the railways’ application be­
fore Commissioners D’Arcy Scott, James Mills 
and A. S. Goodeve, Mr. Duval for the

CELTS.Veritable spirits of the storm are these very few ! Whv was this ?

Ü railways
cited that the increase of demurrage charges In 
the State of California worked advantageously 
both for the railroads and for the shippers, but 
he intentionally, or otherwise, omitted to state 
that the California shippers enjoyed reciprocal 
demurrage, with the results that shippers 
able to get

Farm Lessnns from rhp For Focr reCiproCalJ demurrage should certainly have
r dl III L.ebt>UI18 irom ine rar F,ast. comnamed such a drastic ndvonco in tn,

These birds breed in the far North in Green­
land, Labrador, around Hudson Bay and 
Alaska.

to slide off.
in

In the sunimor their plumage is pure 
white, with back wings and tail marked with 
black.

were
andIn winter much of the white is clouded cars when, and as needed.I with chestnut brown. ac-

a drastic advance in the de-They build their nests out on the open Arctic 
tundra, making them of grass and moss and 
lining them with feathers.

While with us, the snowbirds feed almost ex­
clusively on weed-seed, their main fare apparently 
being ragweed and pigweed, though in the vicinity 
of Guelph 1 have seen them feeding on the seeds 
of blue weed.

“Farmers of Forty Centuries,” or Permanent murrage charges. 
Agriculture in China, Korea and Japan, 
attractive title of a unique book of travel by ; the 
late Prof. F. H. King, D. Sc. 
of farming it is a rare treat to lay hands 
book like this.

&By reciprocal demurrage is meant : first, 
freight cars must be placed for the shipper within 

To arty student a reasonable fixed time after he has ordered the 
on a car, and for any delay on the part of the rail- 

As a record of observation in wavs shipper to he paid the according demurrage 
distant lands, coming nearer us every day, it is rates. Second, the railway companies to de- 
more fascinating than most novels, and made liver the cars nt destination within a reasonable 

The snowbirds are usually found in larger doubly so by the use of nearly 250 photogravures, stated time, and for any delay the shinner to he ' 
flocks than’ most of our winter birds, the flock Prof. King knew before what objects to snap the tlai(1 according to the demurrage rates. Third- 
often containing a thousand or more birds. When camera as well as what to write. Your average H-. f°r any delay after their arrival in placing 
a large flock is feeding, they appear to roil like globe-trotter has no eyes to see the agricultural *he carR on the proper sidings so they can be 
a wave across the field, this appearance being conditions and problems that he flits by, arid so unloaded, the shipper to be paid as above 
due to the Undermost birds continually rising he brings us back little or nothing about how the According to the Canadian Cnr q 
and flying over the rest to the front of the flock. world’s greatest industry is carried on among Bureau's report of May 31st 1912 th vlCe 

The winter is a good time for observing the peoples like the yellow men, who can teach us collected in demurrage for the previous fiscal W8S 
location of birds’ nests. When the trees are many things out of an accumulating experience of P;,st of Fort William, 
bare, these cradles, so well iconcealed in the sum- four thousand years in tillage, irrigation, fertiliz- Bv the railroads hunching

On the drooping ing, small economies, making much out of little ; them promptly for 
boughs of the elm we see the dainty pocket-like in fact, one will be apt to conclude, after a few sum of $324.731.60.
basket of the oriole. In the forks of small hours’ reading of this book, that we in America collected on the hasis of
branches, usually of jnaple, we find the compact „re just about at the A B C of farming. \gri murrage. what will this 
nest of the American goldfinch, composed of culture in Canada and the United States owes a two an,i three dollars
various materials firmly felted together and lined debt of gratitude that Prof. King has left behind
with plant-down. On thorn trees we notice the this volume, in addition to others, widely and 
rather bulky nest of the white-ruraped shrike, of deservedly known', such as "Physics of Agricul- 
which the exterior is built of twigs interwoven with turn,” “The Soil,” "Irrigation and Drainage” 
strips of bark and rootlets, and the lining of fine and his valuable treatise on the ventilation of

farm buildings. Prof. King was a trained ob­
server. both from the practical and the scientific 
view point, and he tolls us about the practice of 
the great Asiatic realms in all the tilings 
a reading farmer would want to know, 
our wasteful skimming processes, it should c=‘vV 
us halt to learn how a little dap can realize 
a year on less than ouV ienth of
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, , , , ^ora?e of a freight car is nine
o one don 8 Whi,Ch’ ”ndpr the demurrage rate
of one dollar per day would return over
hundred do'lars IK,r year allowing for Sundays
und wh?te aVS' 'wnmg frei£îht cars to be held 
under demurrage at the one dollar rate, which 
the railroads claim is too low. would be an ex- 
ceed ng]y profitable business, but under the 
riding of two

me
A fair
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In the woods, hung by the rim in a hori-grass.
zontal fork, wo may find the little pei sile nest of 
the red-eyed vireo, composed of strips of bark, 
pine needles, pieces of wasps’ nest and fine grass, 
nil felted together into a thin, light but strong 

High up in a fork of a tall tree we 
i bulky mass of sticks, with here an 1 (here 

th" brown lining of dead evergreen leaves nr hark

new
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on one freight car would yield 
nine hundred dollars, a profit large enough 
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