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Dominion Parliament 2 A1l sorts of securities it has the same draw back

as the IHighland., it
here have receded in vailue, and the blame is be- s not commercially so

valuable to the feedey

Our Scottish Letter.

Agriculturally, 1910 has not been a bad
for Scottish agriculture as a whole. It
ever, impossible to generalize.
only a moaerate sitart, but it mended, and fo
the greater part, if not the w hole, of the lowlan
parts of Scotland, so far as weather

yea

was con

agriculture, when one is told in the first
of December that the oat crop in some of the
higher districts of the country had not even ther
been harvested.
end or middle of October, and it has mended very
little since. :
a rough time of it.

ripen, and even when

they are ripe,

they are

the grain the more valuable part is the straw,
upon which the young stock is largely wintered.
When, therefore, the €rop must rot in the fields,
the disaster is great, for the fodder is short, and
the rearing of the Young cattle becomes costly.

THE DAIRY INTERESTS.
Dairy farming has not been nearly so prosper-
ous as in some recent years. The rank and file

of cheesemakers will have been producing their
cheese at a loss. The price, except for really
high-class, gilt-edged lots, has never got beyond
a moderate figure. The position is that, unless
makers chose to aim at the production of this
really high-class, giit-edged quality, they com-

pete with the overses supplies, and as these are
graded to a uniform quality, the results are not
favorable to the home producer. The adultera-
tion of cheese does not exist, but the adultera-
tion or manipulation of butter SO as to secure
high profits for little outlay has been reduced to
~ fine art. The British produce market has to a
large extent been captured by a particularly
mean type of foreign speculator. He has noth-
ing at all that does duty for a conscience, and
the public is easily ¢ulled by a toothsome article.
The Irish Department are taking ecnergetic steps
to put down this kind of thing, and some in-
genious attempts at legislation have been made.
Whether this will be successful, is at present in
doubt. The ““ liberty of the subject "’ is an idol
much worshipped in this country. In the United
States and Canada, as well as in Denmark and
Holland, the said liberty counts for very
little if the public wood is at stake We will
need to be equally merciless in ' this country, or
there will soon be no hiberty of the subject
to conserve
CANADIAN 1.LOW TARILI

Personally, T am much interested in this move
ment of the f'anadian farmers against Protection,
in favor of Free Trade with the Mother Country
Here there is in many  quarters a
among farmers to flirt with
can be little doubt that a
grain and meat and dairy

disposition
I’rotection There
restrictive tariff on
produce would enhance

the value of home produce of every kind. But
. the same principle would operate adversely to
3 the farming interest if a tarifl was levied on un
manufactured goods The position of farmers in

Great Britain at present is that which the Cana
dian Northwest farmers seemed to desire. They
want an open market for the importation of
machinery, and in thig way to reciprocate the
4 action of the Mother Country in throwing her
ports open to the producers of all lands. My
impression is that this Mother Country cannot
possibly, in her own interests. o anything else.
By improved methods of cultivation and
tion, we can increase production, while cheapen
ing its cost; but after we have done our very
utmost in this way, we cannot feed our popula
tion with what is produced in these Islands  in
the North Sea Our millions must be fed, and
our agriculture could not, unaided, feed them
Hence, my that whatever the British
artisan may do to protect his own labor by pos
gibly putting o tarifi on manufactured goods, he
will never consent to levying a revenue duty on
any of the necessaries of life There is alwayvs
plenty of room at the top, and if we here will
only endeavor to produce the best, we can always
command the best market in the
is great need for a ceneral advance in technical
training, especially with a view to reduction  in
cost, and enhancing the quality of production in
this country.
nized, and,
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conviction

world There

o O Py M N T ORI v et

Gradually this fact s heing recog
although the

movement s slow, gt

< has been singularly steads There has bheen  no
& going back, and the prospects all are that there
: will be progress all along the line

BRITISH ELLECTIONS AN FARMING
We have had a General Flection— the second in
the year 1910—perhaps a unique experience  for
most of us who are on the electoral roll at  {he

present day Agriculture gets poor show in
the new Parliament It consists of 670 mem
bers, and among these there are onlyv nine farm
ers T wonder what the proportions are i ),

1S, how-
The harvest made

cerned, it was one of the best on record. But
what can be said of the uniformity of Scottish

week

The weather broke about the

Those who farm in the uplands have
Their crops take long to

sometimes not worth reaping As a matter of
fact, corn is scarcely grown there for the sake of

ing placed on the shoulders of the present Gov-  ‘T'his important distinction 1S sometimes vep
ernment.  land is being threatened with increased 'ooked. It is one think to know that beef o
taxalion, and in many quarters there is a dispo- utton of a particular grade is what the public

r sition to deal somewhat drastically with the imost desire, and another thing altogether to (o
private ownership of land. Whether the present termine which combination of breeds will yield

depression in land values is due to a temporary
r Scare, unwarranted by anything in the policy of
1 the Government, or is really a sound estimate of
- what is impending, we cannot say, but for the
present no one is keen to invest in land, and all
speculation along that line is at a standstill. Tt
ought to be admitted that for some years past a high standard in butter-iat as they will jo
»  there was undue speculation. Houses were built milk of a low standard. The farmer has, there
» far in excess of the public demand, and to-day fore, no inducement to put a higher quality upon
many hundreds are standing unoccupied in this the market. There is great need for the educa
- city. So far, the disposition of all concerned at tion of the popular taste in the matter of
present is to ‘‘ wait and see what the next ity in all kinds of food products.
move of the political game will be. So far as pork is concerned, the recent fat
<toch shows record a sweeping victory for the
Berkshire. No other breed had anv show against
small, compact, level-fleshed black pigs
The only cross which once or twice broke the unj
formity of their Victory was the Berkshire-Tam
worth cross. It does not appear to us that the
sarming public quite recognize the importance of
bacon-raising. This is specially the case in
Scotland, where, to be quite candid about it, the
Pig, or hog, 18 somewhat despised. But there is
more money in pig-breeding at present than in
any other departrnent of stock-brecding. Wisdom
entirely new de- is profitable to dircet, and next season may wit
Hitherto the idea  ness a notable advance in the attention paid to
agriculture ““ paddle its bacon-raising in North Britain.

the best commercial returns to the feeder. "1‘h,,
public do not always pay the excess demanded y
enhanced cost of production in the case of the
Kinds of meat they chiefly demand. It is the
same with milk, at least in this country. The
public will pay exactly the same price for milk of

vy

qual

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONS.

The year closing will be remembered for one these
notable advance in the recognition of agriculture
by the State. The Finance Act, which caused so
much stir, and was the issue at the January elec-
tion, contained provision for the appointment of
Development Commissioners. Their duty is to
consider the value of schemes for the promotion
of agricultural rescarch and experiment, which
will be entitled to subsidies from the fund of
£45,000 per annum, placed at the disposal of the
Commissioners This is an
parture in British statecraft

has heen to let own

canoe.”’ The Comunissioners are a strong body, THE HORSE TRADE
and, so far as one may judge from present ap- The position of the horse breeding industry
pearances, they are well acquainted with the ob- .

auring 1910 has been wholly satisfactory. Farm
ers have had a good time, and stallion owners are
likely to reap the bhenefit. During the past six
months, nearly a dozen of the best Clydesdale
horses have heen hired for 1912 This is an un-
precedented experience, and it proves how health
Ml the draft-horse breeding business is at the
present time The Clydesdale IHorse Society s
determined to show its sense of indehtedness to
the Canadian patrous of the breed Gold medals
have heen donated for competition at the prin
cipal fairs and exnibitions from St. John, N. B,
to New Westminster, B. C., in 1911, and the
surplus capital of the Society has heen invested
iIn. Dominion 34-per-cent. stock The Clydesdale
men know who are their friends, and they mean

iects which come under their notice Agriculture
has a pretty strong representative in A. . Hall,
E. R. S, the Director of Rothamsted Experimen-
tal Station. He is a man of exceptional ability,
and may be trusted to keep steadily in view the
lines of research and experiment which are calcu-
lated to yield the best results in the future

AID TO HORSE-BREEDING .

The only thing the Commissioners have settled
is the allocation of a sum of about £20.000 to
encourage horse-breeding The idea is to make

to reciprocate in respect of what Canada has
done for the Clvdesdale Thus far 1910, The
writer wishes all the readers of *“ The Farmer’s
\dvocate "’ a prosperous vear in 1011

“SCOTLAND YET.”
Dairy Heifer Breeding as an
Industry.

In good ¢razing sections more or less distant
from cities or towns men have made returns that
satisfy them in rearing stocker cattle for sale, to
be finished by others on more higrh-priced lands
If there be money in this process, 1s there not as
mmuch or more in making a business, under such
locul conditions, of raising for sale dairy-bred
neifers to, sayv, two vears old » The enormous
growth of urban population in the United States
and Canada creates un unprecedented
milk and its products, with which production
“eems unable to keep pace, even at the expense of
curtailing exports Lo Great Britain, the world’s

A Prizewinning Cheviot Ram.

demand for
It worth the farmer's while to breed
Lo the opinion of niuny
which has

arny
practical men the scheme
been formulated begins at the wrong

horses

o great eating-house Al over Amer >
end. I'he way to encourage farmers along  the the whole-milk tr \ t ' t " ‘I’ lt(‘“' m(n’ 1.n
. ‘ =10 rade do no rete Y 21r
line aimed at is for the War Oflice to pay a G Efives ,I\ﬂh } . (t ‘I' etend Lo re “rh t 'l‘ Ir
- - ey have no e 4
decent price for the horses after they are bred ' sime nor the by

product, skim milk To buy them becomes in
creasingly ditlicult and costly But they must be
got, for milk is demanded all the yvear round. In
many factory sections. calves are yet slaughtered
at birth, and, to renew the herds in spring, farm-
crs depend on drovers’ auction sales Unless we

policy, we shall see a famine in

vnd reared There 1s no provision for this In the
scheme, which iy probably regarded as a matter
which concerns the War Otlice, and not the Board
of Agriculture and the Development Commission
Crs. But it 1s the crux of the whole business

THIL SHOWS. have a change in

dairy COws, just as there jg I yood beef sgtock
The I'at-stock Shows for 1910 are well over . . o : M i stoc
Y t beer \m usually interestir In s \ large New York dairy farmer told *“ The Farm
1¢ 1ave een 1US¢E 1ceres 147 SOI1e vty . '
tLy 1 thate e be 28 Fhi T e l L ”1’ er's Advocate lately, that last vear he went
S rears iere have been e e iimals o ; .
pa years ave . into the next State, where he understood grade
more pronounced individual merit, but I am not

\yrshires wore plentiful,

sure that there has ever been exhibited o .
2

tlustration all  round of the Kind of animals
butchers are calling for to supply their customers
TThe Aberdeen Anuzus hreed has once more proved
imvincible on hooft The Aberdeen-Angus Short
horn cross has again proved in the carcass comn,
petitions to be the kind of animal which supplies
the butcher with the beef that

and could be got at mod-
prices, but. landed in his stables, they
stood hinm out $75 or $R0 each Now, it is
not enouch for one or two men in a township to
¢mbark in  rearing fresh ™" or in-calf milkers
The district should develop a reputation, so that
competing buvers will be attracted, and cows can

County,

bhetter

be picked up by the car lot Jefler
pleases his s : : : S

Wisconsin, has done this, chie . 3 ey s
- N . he 1 ey with Guernseys
g z N H S st 2 he ‘ se
tomers ] I"hie I( ||‘Iu\\ ;\I \l»|4'r')l\ : ,“I u1l'l 1['” st Holsteins,  and is  shipping out for buvers
pure breeds on hool & IS AnVOrIte: seith irom Tllinois, Towa, Michigan Minnesota, and
London butcher, and eniovs an excellent reputg, t G e ’ ,
for Killing protitably.  In this r pect h her States, $C00,000 worth of stock per vear,
tion for ki [ OLil a : SHRe e noadditg ' ai
ino¢ ion to ahout 2.000. 000 v & |
run v close second by the Highlander which in $2, vorth of dairy

nroduets,

3 Grade cows sell t “om 10 DO
deed surpasses all breeds in favor with the T.on ¢ at from £10 to $10(

commercial value to  the feeder s consideralyly S A ke fe IHH]“”“H \“”“‘}"A 1on MO)(‘ '}|
lessened by the fact that it takes novear longer S5, 4 e i '|'mvr||,I ;j\rd““‘ 11-;;“r:~»lt dl()‘(ﬂ "H'
to put him on the market than any of (he othe e Wt f.'(.‘~;‘ $105 ‘!‘I g]'l'“' ') "““t‘ "(?“"”V\
breeds In the carcass competitions for muttor Nelson, of the “‘,;“.\\“7.‘ [, .:_‘!"Ir acre. . —
the Southdown was o clear champion, with t 1 hor made o &-ww‘-mll ‘“‘i\ .n_rm}r .\ l]\f}?llt(llur[}\
Cheviot a strong reserve The |“\|”‘ltl| muttom i nd < w‘\ :iu-«-‘* |~|:«vl‘|"\ ‘)‘z t,h \'A””“(t oo the
with the West End bhutcher at present appears itk in ‘y“r‘“‘\ : i‘. S 1iave  bee n uﬂ:nnwl by
he the Suffolk-Cheviot cross, bt mfortannte : gl business of it. and sticking to one

or ether of the dairs breeds, and recularly using
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