construction of a new Pollty. and in the erection
of a new temple."—Gilfi”%an, Rebelled
a lnu the hl ﬂ of Babylnn His chief

lion was his ce with Egypt, (see In-
troduction, April 21st), This occurred some
three or four years before the events of this pres-
ent lesson,

JERUSALEM BESIEGED.—V. 4-7.

V ¢ In the ninth year . .+ tenth
onth . tenth day of the month

4 Al the final catastrophe approaches, the his
torian becomes -1ore close and exact in his dates,
marking not onlv the year, but the month and the
@ v, on which the siege began, no less than those
on whi it closed (v. 6). Compare 2 Kings,
xXv, 1, Exek. xxiv, 1 ; frem which last E;:
it
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THE KING'S PATE.—v, 811,

V.8, In ths pla‘ns of Jericho—About
six hours jou east hom Jerusalem. Scat-
tered ‘rom him-—each one looking to his
own salety,

V. 9. Riblah. This was the headquarters
of Nebuchadnezzar's army, and a most fertile
and convenient spot for superintending the opera-
tions against Tyre and Jerusalem, which were
then engaging his attention, It was situated in
northern Palestine, at the upper end of the val-
ley of Lebanon, about 10 days march from Jeru-
salem. (See map.) Gave judgment upon
him, Ile had violated his oath, (Ezek. xvii,
13-19 ; 2 Chron, xxxvi, 13).

V. 70. Slew his sons . before his
eyes. Jeremiah h.ndw-med Zedekiah that his

sage we find that on the vu’ day when the
of Nebu had made
{;. ermmalen, e fct was revistol 1o l'.uklel in
bylonia, and the fate of the city announced to
him - (Ezek. xxiv, €-14)"—Sp. Com. Nebu-
chndnelur “A prince of extraordinary
talent and energy ; and he consolidated, if we may
not say that he actually established the Babylonian
monarchy, Having destroyed Nineveh, his next
task was Lo recover that portion of his new con-
?utﬂ which the Egypuians had held in possession
for two or three years. He afterwards made
[lehonkun lnbu ukmg away certain ¢ ptives

B.C, } upuve Jehoiachim,
the son of clwalmn " [me. 590] ; and now his
capture of iah and dcs!muwn of Jerusalem

command our attention. We shall learn more of
this great king in the lessons following, which are
taken from the Book of Daniel. All hisarmy.
Compare chapter xxiv, l. where the vastuess of
his army is very umnglI marked. In 2 Kings
xxv, 1, it YAl kis hest” Against
J em. ** The army seems at first to have
spread itsell over all jmln. It fought not only
against Jerusalem, bi “?unn all the cities of
{udnh that were left,” especially against Lac-
-inhu:nd hAux:hh ‘(;l.;r uh::;. 7) two cities of the
south, wl ly been strongl re
risgned in ol\i:“ to maintain the commun!ufn‘on
with . Com, Built forts against
it.  Forts were pmhbly nwvnhl: towers pro-
v-dnd vllh battering rams. vuc ushed
the walls, and thus phcd hting
men on alevel with those they were besieging.
ﬂ Unm the dethh
ueg- hall. Lamentations
ii, 20, 21 ; n.;n; v 9-u) and Enlml(v 1
12) show us how dreadful the sufferings of those
within the city.

V. 6. Fourth month. Corresponding to
our July. Famine. The city seems to fl
been overcome more through the famine than the
active hostilities. No “read—compare chap.

xxxviii, 9 ; Ezek, iv, 16 ; v, 16,

V. 7. Broken np—dm‘w into. A breach
way made ll the walls, and the city was entered
at_midnight, (Ezek. xii, 2-12, and Josephus).
the darkness of the night the Chaldwan

made their

wut, in the middle gateway which
on the glm brazen altar. " Never
been seen in the in-

of war-and ;hm (chap. xxxix,
& King's uated to the south of
c‘n‘.hﬂu auhuhuol‘Moume

By the way of the plain—* the road lead
w over Olivet to Bethany and Jerk-ho."

he | potamia, defended on the south

children Id fall i hands of the Chald.
if he 1 his rebellion (chap, xxxviii, 13)
V. rs. Then he put out the eyes of
Zedekiah—literally ‘‘dug omt” This was
made to wit-

doubly and brutally cruel—his eyes
ness l{e cruel slaughter of his children, and tias
to be his /ast sight.  Carried him to Baby-
lon. *Jeremiah had pvulzhmed distinctly that
he would be carried to Ba {lon (chap. xxxii, §;
xxxiv, 3). Ezekiel had said that he should not
*see Babylon.’ (Ezek. xii, 13). His llepnvnhun
of sight before he was carried to the conqueror’s
capital, fulfilled the predictions of both prophets,”

Sp. Com.

PRACTICAL LESSON.

The certainty of God's punishment of sin,

Though long de{\yed, it will come at last--and no
escape.

May. 12.—The Captives in Babylon.—

Dan, i, 8-17.—8. ¢. 606,

GOLDEN TEXT.
T aie s i S v
wnderata. ve. p e com-
um-u'u His praise endureth for ever.” exi.,

INTRODUCTORY,

For the next six weeks we arc to have our at-
tention dnmlz‘:l. to the Book of Dlnlal ln
stud, which, it is lmpnr\nu
-pocy:]l;gauc character. *‘To the old pmplxe
Daniel stands -)n some sense as a commentator
(chap. ix, 2-19) ; to succeeding generations, as
dteg‘lxxld -I'\mlnedlhc ue;lreh‘“vmmmn‘ phecfym'
llle st int of sl are

{uﬁnd upon rl; verge of a uepv:unenod
Lh: exulence of God’s people, and fresh instruc-

V€ | tion is given them, suited to their new fortunes.

The change is not abrupt and absolute, but yet it
is dulmc:fy felt. The cye and not the ear, is the
organ of the Seer: visions and not words are
revealed to him. The Babylonian exile supplied
the outward training and the inward m...i.y for
this last form of Divine teaching : and the ro-

hetic visions of Ezekiel form the connecting link

tween the characteristic types of revelation and | again
phecy. " Smuith's mullmnu The

mk is usually divided into two equal parts : sl)
Chapters i, 10 vi., are chiefly Aistorscal ; while (2)
chapters vii. mxn are entirely lypric.

bylon. * Ofall the cmes that the
or power ol'm\n has built on the surface of
LI»L, was the greatest. Its greuneu
was ucuus{ by its natural position, on a platform
of rock in the midst of the alluvial basin of Meso-
a vast morass
or lake, crossing the line of traffic between the
Mediterranean coast the Tranian mountain:
just wheie the Euphrates becomes a navigable
river. It was on the lowest computation,
on the highest, sixty miles round, =nd was real {y
A county or empire in a city. Forests,

yet s lls:mgul'::i.lynnd order of a city were | names connected with his own deities

r-uavad The walls are said to have been 300
leet high, and along their summit ran a vast ter-
race, which admitted of the turning of hariots
with four horses, and which may therefore well

have been more than 80 feet broad. The kil
palace and the temple of Bel were rem:
was 't the centre of a mighty empire, consisting
of 120 provinces, each of which was a kingdom
kept by its sovereign would be most elaborate and
grand, To one fmnno“l, our attention is es-
ys, usually children of captive pnncu. wem
kept in personal attendance upon the ki
the Sultan and the Shah, speaks of ‘P‘J
ams (slaves) who live in the pnlue. e
ey
are promising boys, stolen or forcibly taken from
Christian parents, and brought up as Moslems,
strict_discipline, receive a good education and
then have a, ‘puintments in lhe civil and military
In our lesson we have (1) a purgose; (2) a
test 5 and (3) & result,
V. 8 Danlel—* The richest prize that ever
Babylon won from Jerusalem.”"—Green. 3 was
2 Kings, xx, 18) ; hus sly! that he be-
ﬂ‘mgtd to the lunnly ollmf His age when
(n.C. ). He was well educated in scn:m:e and
language by the king of lhh‘ylon (verse 4]

Tt must d that this city
initsell. It may well be imagined that the state
E:eu.lly directed in this lesson. Well favoured
Van Lennep, describing the state now

attend
the person of the Shah wherever he goes.
They ave kept in the seraglio (palace), under
service,' "—5. S, Union Notes,

THE PURPOSE.—v, 8, 9.
of noble birth, if not of the royal family, (verse
taken captive was probably lrom 12 to 1§ years.
it is evident he had been carefully trained m He-

brew learning, and taught in the religion of his
fathers, before his captivity. Purposed in his
heart. ‘‘The case evinces both his conscien-
tiousness in reference to the law of his God, and
his noble sell-control in the matter of ite.
These are among the first and most vital elements
in the formation of a character of the hi pro«
mise for effliciency and usefulness,”— Comwles,

‘Would not deflle hlmull—emm by eating
what to a Jew was cor red as wncleam, or by

?rukm. of that which had been offered Lo |do|l.

he prince of the eunuchs—(see verse 3)
His special duty was to IC:IAJ‘ over the male at-
tendants of the dew' the harem. The position
was one of honowr and influence,

V. 9. Into favour and tender love —
Compare the cese of | in Gen. xxxix, 21,
Ilu sterling uprightness and beauty of character

ﬁn means used by Jehovah in incllnm'
lhe pnnct of the eunuchs towards him.
Prov. xvi. 7.
THE TEST,—v, 10-14.

V. 10. The king hath lppolnlod
meat and your drink. ions differ u
to the object of the king in the diet ordered,
Some mnprxc his aim was to secure the very best
mental ph umldmlnpm possible. Others,
Cummings, for example), think it
was "u -rfnl plan to make them change their
religion, and become thoroughly ulburvnnl lu

the Chaldean rule: (1) by changing thei
(2) by tempting them wn.h Inmm hv (
by o{m them wit m.-";m';h

nlq foodaﬁ'aetln |dols." Puhnpl dmld-

both of these objects in view,
Wono-hklnc—looklu less healthy, Your
lort—mu-lly.mmdc, age or class.

Viz means weward o chief butler,
He was th- man of lh‘mn
ment. naniah, Mishael, and h,

(and Daniel's—*' God is my —‘m
i—Shadrack




