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POSSIBILITIES OF STATE FIRE INSURANCE.

The tendency of the times seems to be in the direc-
tion of a more paternalistic attitude on the part of
the State governments in relation to fire insurance
In fact, if the present trend continues, it might not
be unsafe to predict the ultimate adoption of a
socialistic conduct of the fire insurance business by
the respective States. State regulation of rating
systems has already gone so far that the rates might
about as well be made by State officials; indeed, the
conditions in some sections are approaching a point
where about the only functions which will remain
for the fire insurance companies themselves will be
the payment of losses and expenses, the State gov-
erning the premium income, or at least preventing
any increase therein except that due to augmented
volume of business. As, under such circumstances,
unprofitable rates are to be expected, the mmp;mi(«

might not be able to long exist thereunder; then in
the event of their failure or withdrawal the State
might be obliged, in the interest of its citizens, to
undertake all the functions now exercised by a fire
insurance company.  Just how soon a beginning may
be made in the writing of fire insurance by a State
it is impossible to foretell; but if the insurance com-
panies are forced by unreasonable legislation to with-
draw from some State the authorities of such State
may, in casting about for a plan to relieve its ¢'tizens
from the consequences of legislative folly, light upon
and put into practice the idea of State insurance,
It is probable that it would not take many vears to
demonstrate that such a plan would be expensive,
if not impracticable, and the regular insurance com-
panies would doubtless he welcomed back  joyfully,
Possibly some such experiment will he needed to
convince advocates of State insurance of the im-
practicability of the scheme. The .\'/'n tator.

FIRE PREMIUMS AND LOSSES IN CANADA 1911 - Concluded.
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Totals & Averages. Ezi 555 68.1] 49.7
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Twenty Years' Premiums Received and Losses Incurred by Fire Companies with Dominion Licenses.
(Compiled by The Chronicle.)
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