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pulsc- 'resent day conditions accentuate the un- |
favout features in the lot of the less well-to-do
casse When class distinotions  were so sharply
draw ‘o divide society into castes, there was
more - ueral contentment, suicides were very rare
from cause but pronounced lunacy of an acute
type i later years, there have been thousands of
casce - Men even in easy circumstances, some men
of weao o indeed ending their lives, owing to mor-
bid itisfaction with the extent of their fortunes.
A w v jeweller in England, not long ago, shot
himsc - and left a memorandum on which was writ-
ten, cannot endure this any longer—aiter all
these cars,” he was then fiity years of age, “I am
onlv worth £20,000, when 1 ought to have double
as mu b Inan earlier period he would have re-
ured o this fortune in great contentment.

Meo Hoffman gives a table of the suicide mortality

n 50 American cities which shows these totals:

Total suicides 1894 to 1903, 10 years. oo .ovveevvuns seeees 21,491

Yoarly averagoussscose ensssossse sonesssosssnrs sos sesess 3,149

Rate per 100,000 of population . coe veversseriiinrassienn. 168
oial suiciden 10 TOBE 5 co0n vise tsnnsasess on . 3,927
Increase over average, 1894-1903 " . 178
Rate per 100,000 of population... ceeseee 195
Increase of 1904 over 1894-1908.0000s cove sovese sovevses 2.7

Hoboken heads the list with a ratio of 37.9 per

100,000 1904, St. Louis  has 35.8, Orange  35.0,
New York City 24.6. Several factory towns show
@ very low rate, less than half the average of large
cties. which does not favour the theory that a hie

i work develops suicidal impulses.

H to protect itself from such frauds as are
committed by eriminals of this and other classes is
one the most difficult questions  for life assur-

ance companies to solve,
S ewe
RETALIATION DEPRECATED.

\ New York underwriter makes the following
proposal in regard to the situation in Arkansas. It
Wil he remembered that, according to the law of
that State, any insufance company which partici-
pates moan agreement with other companies to fix
rates 15 forbiden under penalties to operate in Ar-
kansas,  He says:

“Ihe fire insurance cnuilpanics have a grand op-
portumity to show the people of Arkansas that their

worl against the companies is dangerous as well as
unwise. While we (the insurance companies) are
forccl to go without premiums, they should be
made to go without insurance, at least on mercan-
tle nd special hazard risks. For a long while, they
thik the mushroom concerns  sprung up this year
and the unexpired policies in real companies will
ghve them cover, and so lhc)’ put off worrving.
Whit we should do is to make a crisis now by can-
cellins without delay or discrimination every mer-

cant '« and manufacturing risk policy. Then the

993

pressure would be Telt where it would most hurt, and
the demand for legislative action in repeal of the
harsh and unreasonable law would be quick and
loud. Unless we make this move it will not be long
before other States will pass like laws and we shall
cee the business pass to newcomers, whose weak-
will not be heeded while they pay losses some-
how. So long as they last, so long we must wait
To do now what will count for something is our
right course—to wait is to lose all.”

The provocation 1s great, no doubt, and the pro
posed scheme of retaliation would be effectual, but,
would it be a wise course for the strong fire com
panies to take? It scems to us that  such a pro-
cedure would be unworthy the dignity of an insun-
ance company of any repute, and would excite irrita-
tion which might be injurious to their future inter-
ests, The present situation is unhkely to last, it is
a passing phase of prejudice against insurance com-
panies which will disappear when the difficulties it
has created are realized and when the unreasonable-
ness ts understood

ness

of penalizing insurance com-
acting in harmony. Retaliation
wise and is not a sound business principle under
extsting circumstances in Arkansas.

panies for is not
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FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF
ACTUARIES.

Dr. Alfred Manes, general secretary of the or-
ganizing committee for the Fifth International Con-
gress of Actuaries, has issued a circular relative to
the Congress which will assemble September 10,
The Home-Secretary, Dr. Count, of Posa-
dowsky, has consented to act as
dent. Those entitled to membership in the Con-
gress and subscribers to the volume of proceedings
may remit the subscription price, %4, to Isracl C.
Merson, correspondent of the Congress for the
United States and Canada, 141 Broadway, New
York City.

The following programme has been drawn up,
and papers are invited upon the several topies:

I. Industrial 'nsurance and in Particular the In-
surance of Children,

11. Methods of Calculating and Determining Ex-
tra Premiums for Hazardous Risks.

I11. Mortality Tables for Annuitants,

IV. (a) Methods Insuring  Abstainers; (b)
Methods of Insuring Persons Whose Occupations
Connect them with the Manufacture or Sale of Al-
coholie Ilc\'vrages.

\'. Insurance on the Lives of Women,

V1L Question of Taxes Imposed Upon Insurance
Companies,

VII, Limits Within Which Insurance is Possible

VI Methods of Conducting  Mortality Investi-
gations.

IX. Methods of Adjusting or Graduating Tables
of Mortality.
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