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RE VISION OF THE PRAYER

) BOOK.
 The Commission appointed by Hor

~Majesty to consider what changes are de-
sirable in the Book of Common Prayer,
have presented their third and final report.
We can afford-spage {for only a few remarks
on the most important of their recommenda-
tions.

Every one mustadmit the inexpediency of
allowing laws to remain nominally in’ force,
whereas, by common consent, they have
become a dead letter. Sometimes it is
advisable to legislate new life and vigour
into them, but in most cases it is found
that they have become obsolete, in conse-
quence either of their essential ba or
of radical changes in society, in ei of
which cases their repeal is wise. The
requirements of some ofthe rubrics are
systematically disregarded by the majority
of clergymen, and no inconvenience is found
to result from the neglect to observe them.
They have fallen into disuse, in some cases,
because they were never practicable; in
others because, though practicable once,
they are not so now. There can be no
doubt that the repeal of such rubrics is
expedient,and even necessary to the validity
of those which ate still respected. There
may be some difference of opimion as to
wbther they should not have been can-
celled instead of modified, and whether the
Commissiovers have mhl )dnumdy in
dulm; with this or that particular mbric

as obsolete or obsolesopnt.

In the following case s the Commissioners |

propose to make optional what is now obli-
. The rubrio in the “(Colleot or
nyorforlll sorts and conditions of men”
iato read, “This may be said when any
desire the prayers of the congregation,”.
nitudof“Thsutobe,"h A similar
change is made in the Gederal Thanksgiv-
ing. [t is made optignal to omit the « Ool-
lect for the Ql., _in the Communion
Service, when the Queén hagbéen prayed for
in the preceding setvice. ' Odr remarks on
obsolete statutes, of course, do mot apply
here. The rubric in the same servioe,
requiring & sermon or’ hemily to be
preached after the Creed and before the
Sentences, is made optional when ‘ a sermon
h-bolnprowhednuyothupnolthe
morning . service.” 'The invariable disre-
gard of the rubric as it stands, and the
certainty that very few clergymen will be
more di in future than they are now-
to lengthen the Communion Service, by
the delivery of a second sermon, might
lave justified its repeal rather than its
modifieation. The Exhortation beginning
“Dearly beloved, on: ——day,” &o., in-
gtead -of having to be read previously to
every administration of the Sacrament, is
required to be read only three times in the
course of the year. A pew rubric will
make it wable, when convenient, for the
" minister to address the words appointed to
e said to each mz 1rant separately to
as many communicants ‘‘ as shall together
kneel” to receive the elements. The first
of the rubrics following the Catechism is
to read, “ The curate of every parish may,
upon Sandays and holy days, . . .
openly instruct and examine so many chil-
‘dren of his parish seat unto him as he
shall think convéBient,in some part of this
Cateohism.” The rubric, as it stands, is
obligatory. In cases of necessity it will
be lawful for the minister considerably to
‘p)pdgeth service for the Communion of
he “order for the Visitation of
the Sick,”’to which many Evangelicals
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take exeeption, and which they arc some-
times pugzled to ile with the tho-
roughly Protestant spirit of their charch,
the Commissioners would make optional.
The most important modification of the
Buria} Service rubrics is that permission
is given to omit the portions beginning
Forapmuch 8" &s, " -
&e*“ Almighty God,
&c., and “ O merciful God, the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who/is the resur-
rection and the life; in whom,” &c. The
Lessons are pro as alterna-
tive ;—8t. Mark v. 35-41; Luke vii, 11~
16; 8t. John xi. 360-44; 1 Thess. iv. 13~
18; and St. Matt. xxiV. 3 We think
thl Commissioners’' recommendations will,
iathis noe meet the views of everybody,
“ outting off occasion from them that seek
oocasion of ocavil or quarrel agsinst” this
part of ¢ the Liturgy of the Church.” 8o
much as regards the repeal or modification
of such directions as are thought to have
become obsolete or impracticable. One
of the most important of these is the
insertion of words in the rubric concerning
the Lo-on!, to the effect that the latter
may be read either by the minister or by
some fit person appointed by him. This
may be construed as a recognition of the
lawfulness of laymen retdmg the Soriptures
before the congregation—a question which
has been much disputed, and which it is
desirable to have settled one way or ano-
ther without further delay. 'What are
sometimes called  the damuatory clauses’
in the Athanasian oreed, are explained by
a new rubrio, to the effect that they are
only “a solemn warning of the -peril of
those who wilfully reject the Catholio
faith,” An explanatory note to the mbrlu
which precede the Communion Su-mc
ﬁmm. that the  directions respecting
| for communion shall|
authorising the refusal

first colunin, but this is only the threshold |

beyond which very few haye courage to go
far, much less to the end of the temble' P

vista of figures and upltal letters. Hap-

pdy for suoh“as havé not graduated high
in mathematios all this is done away with,

omission of the oath of supremacy, If

tance, but, so long as Loyala has a gingle
votary on this side the grave, we })r_efer
that ourProtestant throne shall have every

safeguard —whether oaths or bayonets—
which can be provided for its defence.

sohism hypromptnddeuidodmn and

ud natural solution of

ofthe elmhhiﬁvnvhohwbly
edmestly desire to partake. A clanse’ in-
serted in the rubric preceding the Exhorta-
tion in the Communion Service provides
that “ those who desire” shall then have
“opportm!ty to vmhdraw” This is a
small concession to those who regard the
sacrament of ‘the Lord's Supper as &
Christian privilege, not as a Mass. In
one of the rubrics appended to the same
service the use of wafers is positively pro--
hibited. Instead of three sponsors being
required, it is proposed that, in certain
cases, one shall mﬁoe, and also that parents
may be sponlon for their own chi
A rubrie is inserted in the Marriage Ser-
vice, to the effect that when more than one
oouple come to be married, it shall not be
y $o0. repeat those portions which
Yean be addressed to the persons collectively,
The lﬁ‘n « Boclesiastical Notices” has
been subatxtuted for the objectionable
words, “Briefs, Oitations and Excom-
munications,” which are used in the rubrie
following the Creed in the Communion
Service. Those who regard daily services
as essential,-and taunt evangelical clergy-
men with infraction of duty in not holding
them, will have something to éay against
the following mew rubric :— The direc-
tions concérning the daily use of the
church urvwel are retained, not as a
compulsory rule, but as ¢ witness to the
value put by the church on daily prayers
and interceasions, and on the daily reading
of the Holy Soriptures. )

The Commissioners, in 4hat portion of
their report which is now before us, pro-
pose two omissions, one of which lm our
hearty approval. We wonder how many
people (senior wranglers and mathematical
Professors excepted) have a clear under-
standing of the multitndinous tables_for
finding Easter. It is all very well to
be directed to f guide your eye sideways,”

ndglo nothing is often wi

and you will find something or other in the

and they will be able to find Easter Day
without any dificulty, if tboy are sceptical
in regard to noc-ecclesiastical almanaes,

We are not so well pleased with the

thasses were being sung for the repose of
the soul of the last Jesuit we might let this

venerable pledge go without much reluc-

ANOTHER TWELVE DAYS MISSION.

We have no desire to join in the ¢ hue ";
and ory” after the English Bisbopo Their
position at the present! time is, on many
accounts, one of peculiar dlﬁonlty.

they side with either of the great parties
which are in battle array in
diocese, the consequences must be most
momentous ; while, if they do not declare
themselves for one or other, they are
accused of temporizing, indolence or in-
capacity. Mostm:
for their own ease, if elected just now
to an English See, would say, “Nolo
episcopari,” and mean it.
reason to doubt that most of the members
of the Episcopate are anxious to do the
best t.hey can for the church, but the
rdnﬁodlty is to know what is best. From

every

en who have any regard

We have no

motives with which we cannot find fault they
shrink from the responsibility of causing

prefer to wait for spme happy eoncurrence
of circumstance which shall present.an easy

du.dp‘nlq. To
,—if it is only done

well ; it is far better than an
mgetn messure. We have, therefore,

abstained from laying the whole blame of
the troubles of the church at the door of
the Bishops, whose power the experience of
the past féw years has proved to be out of
all proportion to their dignity. They can
do very little, and something may be said
in favour of their not doing that. Some
of their Lordships, however, lately départed |

| from their policy of non-interference to

express a qualified approval of the so-called
Missions of the Ritualists. The facts are
these: An appeal was made to them to
sanction the holding of “a Twelve Days’
Mission,” suqilar to that which was held
in London last y«r, and an account of
which appeared in the OBsERVER. The
Bishops being thus appealed to were in a
dilemma. If they condemned the services
in toto as absurd and Popish, the condemn-
ation would have reached far beyond that
on which they were asked to express
an opinion; if they expressed an
unqualified approval, they would give
umbrage to every evangelical member of
the church. Besides, English Bishops are

mostly moderate men, and are disinclined
to say Yel" or “No” mthout some

the “Twelve Days’ Mission” might be|
attended\ with * beneficial effects” if the
following dit.ions were observed :

1. No ious services shall be used
in church\ other than those which are
contained in the prayer-book, or consist of
the very words of Scripture. 2. No ritual
shall be used in any church in excess of,
or in addition to the ordinary ritual of such
church ; and in particular, no unauthoriz-
ed form shall be introduced as a renewal
of the baptismal vow. 3. Although
every facility should be given for nal
and private communion with the clergy to
those. who are troubled in conscience, or
who require further comfort, counsel, or

:‘””"" "'Wmf,r-r.%%‘j‘ﬁg‘ “'“"‘"’W'W'".“

instruction, thise serviocs thall not be
made the oscasion of recommendiog the
ractice of habitual confession to the priest

| as a duty of the Christian life.

This was very guarded, but, as
happeus, too guarded to please any
The sdvocates of these services are more.

insolent than éver in their criticism of the
'| Bishope, who, they contenf, ehuld hve
gone much farther ; while ir oppou.ts

are very uneasy that their Loxdﬂﬁys
have gcn3 so far.

But did the ﬁuh@o expect a dll'enut
result? Did ‘they suppose that those who
made. the application were likely to be
satisfied with permission to do far less than
they presume to do already? Did they
for a moment imagine that services dentfled
of crosses, masses, flaring vestments, can-
dles, a mimic coofessional, and wild tirade
agsinst Reformed doctrive, were so much
the taste of their memorialists that
permission to bold a long series of them -
would be regarded as a boon ? If ¢, the
1¢|rabid Church Times, or the bthy
respectable Guardian, must seldom or never
find its way into the Episcopal palaces of
Englﬁd. For. once, at least, those who
are anxious to uphold the dignity of the
Bishops, and to pay them the respect due
to their lnghandnorcdoﬁoe, mmteo-fhs
that a mistake—-and a grave one-—lns
been made. :

« WHATEVER 18, IS RIGHT"

In the opinion of some people all oregds
are alike false and mischievous, but our
contemporary ‘the Gazette seems to think
all faiths equally good, true, and worthy of
its patronage. Ouve day we have an eélo-
quent panegyric on ¢ that grand old mh,"
Pope Pius IX.; in the next issué the
adjectives and notes of admiration are
transferred to some distinguished Presby-

terian ; the following day the Wqﬁrﬁu
come m for an ’ d share of cy}hv

from of thomwbohu ohazge of 'this
dqmﬂnent of the Gazette, and ‘who evi-
dently is one whom continuous ecstacy
does not exhaust. 'We have reason to hape
that in due time Episcopacy will ‘come
under his dwﬁnsudnd notice, and that
we of that persuasion may find that, like
all the sects already patronized, we #re
o por&ot and eatire.” Po-bly, however,
shall have to wait until that other
}nnd old man,” Brigham Young, has
had his laudation, until - the Mikado has
been. received into the Gazette's Pantheéon,
and the Grand Lama of Thibet: bas been
held forth as the embodiment of the caxdi-
nal virtues, and the perfection of Hider.
dotal dignity and wisdom,

In these days of doubt it is ttlly
refreshing to meet with a writer .who
believes everything to be—not only gébd,
but—better than everything else. ~'We oan

‘putup with the paradox for the sake of the

charity, Still, we would take the libexty
of suggesting to the conductors of- thes
(Yazette that it would be well to restrain
the exuberant benevolence of the writer of
the articles referred to, as moonndmte
people may not make allowanoo for - his
remarkably benignant temperament,'and
may thiok that fne-love-kmuuoz‘
able in journalism as in domestio (Iéna

ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH.

We propose to give in our next number
a detailed descripfion of the new }St.
George’s Church, with a fall report of the .
opening services which takes place mext
Sunday. We shall be obliged if our friends
in the country will send in their cormuni-
cations as early as possible so that they
may oot be exoluded by press of matter.

s

EXPLANATION.—At the moment of
going to press we receive two letters from

esteemed friends at Quebeo, calling our at-




