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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
JESUS CHRIST AND THE DOC­
TRINE CALLED “REFORMED."

By Rev. Alex. Henderson, London. Oift.

■eve that which wau. lost.” "L If I be Saviour of all men, specially of those 
lifted up will draw all men unto me.” that believe.*'—the sheep. In the 
This He said, signifying what deeth preaching of the Gospel, the Arminien 
He should die. So the text: "The has nothing to offer the world of sin- 
good Shepherd glveth his Ilfs for the ners that the Presbyterian has not. 
sheep." It Is not wrong to say that In this convenant of grace God "free- 
In this mission of seeking that which ly offers to sinners life and salvation 
was lost. He died a martyr. "For noue by Jesus Christ, requiring of them 
of the ransomed ever knew how deep faith In Him, that they may be saved." 
were the waters 
dark was the nl
parted through, ere He found the sheep 
that was lost." The mistake Is In 
thinking that His death was nothing 

than martyrdom. "He gave Hie 
"He hath

*‘I am the good Shepherd: the godd 
Shepherd glveth his life for the 
sheep." John x: 11.

“I am the good Shepherd, and know 
my sheep, and am known of mine." 
Ver. 14.

crossed, nor how 
ght that the Lord

But the Presbyterian preacher has 
more than the Armlnlan, In that He 
has a cur.fid .nee as strong as the eter­
nal purpose of God can make It, that 
he will not preach In v^fl; for through 
this Instrumentality all that the 
Father hath given him shall come to

Reader: It Is the Lord Himself who 
speaks and He speaks a* the Saviour 
of His people whom He calls His 
sl eep. Assuming you to be one of Ills 
flock, which you are. If you are a 
Christian at all, in the true sense of 
that word, let us Inquire further of 
Him and ask what He does for us 

great Shepherd of the sheep; and 
let Him speak for Himself.

I. ELECTION. First: Observe that 
the sheep arc His property. "Hie own 
sheep," v. 3: “His own sheep," v. 4. 
He Is not like the hlreli 
the she

How came you to be His? By gift 
from the Father. "My Father gave 
them me." v. 2». "Thine they were," 
(addressing the Father, John 17:6) "and 
thou gavest them me." Ver. I. "I 
pray for them which thou hast given 
me " Tn John 6: 37, He teaches, say­
ing. "All that the Father glveth me 
shall come to me," and In Ver. 3». 
“This Is the Father's will, that of all 
which He hath given me, I should lose 
nothing."

Observe, You were given first; your 
romlng to the Saviour followed after 
In consequence. Yo*i were not given 
to the Shepherd a. the result of your 
believing In hlm, bu1, contrariwise, hav­
ing been given as o le of His sheep you 
came—believed. t,o He accounts for 
the want of faith on the part of the 
rejectors of Hi* day (John 10:26) "Ye 
believe not, because ye are not of my 
aheep, as I said unto you. My sheep 
hear my voice, etc."

But It would seem this gift was 
conditioned. That Is, you were given 
to the Son that He might redeem and 
nave you. So, "The good Shepherd 

S glveth His life for the sheep." "I lay 
down my life for the sheep." 
fore doth my Father lovi 
luy It down of myself. • • • This com­
mandaient have I received of my 
Father." (John 10 11. 16. 17. 18). And 
the condition of this eternal covenant 
Ho thus fulfills In time. But, reader, 
what Is all this to you of practical 
religion? Consider; It means that be- 

oHd was. the Infinite God 
of love a: d mercy saw you born Into 
a world of sin and consequent misery 
ai d woe, that He loved you,—you—; 
and^eet Hie heart upon vnu to save 
you. to which end he sent hie Son; 
and that is why you are one of Hie 
Sheep to-day.

II. THE MEANS OF GRACE. But 
a mere purpose to save you did not 
bring you or any Into the world In a 
saved state. Sheep you were, by vlr- 
ture of the Father’s choice; hut you 
came into the world as a lost sheep. 
And ho the gracious purpose of God 
towards you and all Ills lost sheep 
may be aptly expressed in the words 
of Hi* avowed purpose In behalf of 
His ancient Israel. (Exek. 34: 11, 12). 
"Behold I. even I, will both search my 
sheep, and neck them out. As a shep­
herd seeketh out his flock In the day 
that he Is among the sheep that are 
scattered; so will 1 seek out my aheep, 
and will deliver them out of all places 
where they have been scattered In the 
cloudy and dark day." To this great 
work of grace the good Shot,herd has 
set Himself. First. In His own per­
son. He came for the gathering to­
gether of HI* lost sheep. "For the 
Bun of Man Is corns to seek fluid to

Ilfs a raiaom for many." 
arnolnted he to preach the Gespel to 
the poor; He hath sent me to heal the 
broken hearted, to preach deliverance 

captlvea, and recovering of eight 
e blind, to set at liberty them ' 

that are bruised, to preach the ac­
ceptable year of the Lord."

But conversion Is not sufficient to fit 
us for the presence and soclet 
God, and the glorified saints, 
out holiness, we are told, no man can 
see the Lord. There Is a great differ­
ence between the righteousness of 
Christ Imputed to us, and righteous- 
ntss inwropght Into our nature and 
manifested In our live». This Is call-

ty of 
WUh-to t.tothe

Having ascended up on high and 
therefore no longer searching In Ills 
cwn Person, He still gathers In Ills 
lost sheep by His Holy Spirit through 
His appointed means of grace. Te 
His apostles toward the close of His 
ministry, He eald (John 11:16) "Te have 
not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, 
and ordained you. that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain." And Hie last 
word In parting from them was (Mark 
18:16) "Go ye Into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature." 
"But ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost la come upon you, and 
ye shall be wltneseee unto Me both 
In Jerusalem, and In Judea, and In 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth." Acte 1:1 So then He 
Is gathering In. or aeau-chlng out Hie 
lost sheep by the preaching of the 

i-pel, accompanied by the efficacious 
Thing of the Holy Spirit whom He 

has sent to convince the world of sin, 
of righteousness and of Judgment. Te 
which we may add, the working of 
His gractoue providence, 
your conversion come about? 
thing in a certain sermon preached by 
your pastor In an ordinary diet of wor­
ship Impressed Itself upon your mind 
with peculiar force? Strange to say. 
no one else 
exceptional ; 
neither was there.

"whose own 
ha* otherd heare not,’’ an 

of the Hebrew fold.
f.l

III. SANCTIFICATION, and It 
Is rightly said to be the work of the 
Holy Spirit. But It Is part of the re­
demption that Is In Christ Jesus. He 
does not only search Hie sheep and 
seek them till He finds them, hut He 
afterwards tends them from the thief 
ard the wolf, 
good work In us and leave It tnconi-

He docs not begin the

Neither does He throw us on 
So “He leadethour own resource», 

them out '—educates ue—In the 
of rlghteousne 
Word and

aihs
us by HI»cae, Instructing 

Spirit; also by HI 
ample, for "when he putteth forth His 
own sheep He goeth before 
that we have not only His example, 
but His s? mpathy and support tn the 
conflict wl 
never tried without feeling that He has 
gene before us through our afflictions, 
snd In the worst and darkest we look 
up and overcome, saying, "Yea though 
I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death. I will fear no evil: 
for Thou art with me; Thy

ley comfort me." So He 
Spirit provides for the ful- 

"Sanctlfy them 
y word Is truth."

them." So

Go th temptation. We are

How did

Thy stair Ah 
through the 
filment of Hts prayer; 
through Thy truth: Th 
"For tl.elr rakes I sanctify Myself, 
that they olio may be 
through thy truth."

And this pastoral care He will 
else toward all His sheep until every 
one has been brought safe to glory. 
Tl.ls I* call, d the doctrine of

IV. "THE PERSEVERANCE OF 
THE SAINTS." The expression Is not 
Intended to imply that the believer 
pei severe» In his state of grace through 
any virtue of his own; but It means 
that God having purposed to save any 
soul from sin and death. Ho carries 
out this as He does all His 
to completion.
ance Paul had concerning God's peo­
ple when he wrote "I am confident 
of this very thing, that he which hath 
begun a good work In you will per­
form It until the day of Jesus Christ." 
It Is maintained by some that a eoui 
iray he truly converted ami, as It Is 
said, be In e state of grace, so that 
if death took him while In that frame 
he would go straight to heaven; but 
such a one may, and some doubtless 
do afterwards, through carelessness In 
unguarded periods, falling to use the 
grace God has given I hem and Improve 
It, fall away from their faith and ul­
timately perish. What does the good 
Shepherd say about this? 10:27 "My 
sheep hear my voice and I know them, 
and they follow Me: and I give unto 
them eternal life: and they shall never 
perish. Neither shall any one pluck 
them out of My hand. My Father, 
which gave them me. is greater than 
■II; and no one Is able to pluck them 
out or My Father’» hand. I and My 

Father are one." Aim John «:»: "And

apparently ■» anything 
ir the sermon that day;

But somehow It 
opened your eyes to see your need of 
a Saviour as you never had done be­
fore. And soon you found Him, aud 
found yourself a changed man. Or, 
It may not have been under a sermon. 
It may have been the striking In upon 
your thoughts, you knew not how, of 
some word of Scripture; a passing re­
mark made by some Christian neigh­
bors; perhaps a spell of serious Illness 
by which God threw you on your 
hack that you might be compelled to 
think, and to "look up"; or. perhaps, 
you cannot tell how or when It came 
about. Tour passing from death Into 
life may have been as gentle as "the 
waking of a sleeping Infant by ite 
mother's kiss." However. It came 
■bout you know now that the Lord 
I» yours and you are His; ind that It 
v ae not that you went seeking Him. 
but that He sought you, and you *a 
"by the grace of God, I am what 
am." Or, like the Glasgow girl dur­
ing the revival under McCoi! of the 
Wynd Church, who, when among the 
Inquirers was asked: "Have you c-rnie 
to Jesus’" answered "No, Sir, *(» 
fetched me." Is there a true conver* 
who cannot say with the same fulness 
of heart ae the apostle, "The Son of 
God loved me. and gave Hlmeelf for 
tne." There are diverse experiences 
because "there are diversities of opera- 

•r,s, but It Is the same spirit tha* 
... iketh all In all." And this, if you 
please, is what has been calls 
tlcular Redemption.

But, It may be 
die for «UI7

"Thsre-
e me." sanctifiedT

i fore the

purposes 
This was the assur-

y

Ho

ed Par-

Mid. did not Chrlat 
Tee, truly; "H« I» the
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