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AMBASSADORS ON BEHALF OF CHRIST

BY REV. ALEXANDER FALCONER, D.D.

The following is the sermon preached
by Rev, Alexander Falconer, D.D., the
retiring moderator, who took foy his
text:

“We are ambassadors therefore on be-
half of Christ, as ‘though God were
intreating by us; —we beseech you on
behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to
God.” 2 Cor. 5; 2. (K.V,).

Many and important are the questions
bearing upon church life and work in
general, or upon the immediate inter-
ests of our own church operations in
particular, that might suggest tempting
matters for discussion on an occasion
such as the present. But we prefer
looking rather at some of the great ele
ments of the gospel, divine and ever-
lasting: at some of the truths involved
in the ministry of reconciliation, in the
hope that a mutual meditation upon
these high themes, may be helpful in
requickening our faith, inspiring our
hope and stimulating and encouraging
us, while as ambassadors in behalf of
Christ we continue our work of pro
claiming the gospel of reconciliation.

Paul would here emphasize the fact
that the preacher of the gospel is an
ambassador, sent forth as the represen-
tative of the ever-present, though un-
seen king. He comes forward on
Christ’'s behalf. He must not there.
fore depart from his instructions but
communicate the mind of Him that
sent him. His object must be the
furtherance of Christ’'s interests, He
must make his mauter'% business pre-
eminent.  All other aims must occupy
a secondary place. He is to realize that
he owes his importance not to himself
but to the power he represents and the
message he bears.

Let us now look at some of the char-
acteristics that are necessary as qualifi-
cations in the true ambassador of the
gospel in a ministry of reconciliation.

A Great Message and a Sore Need.

He must come to his work with a
deep sense that those to whom he
brings his message are in sore need.
“The Christian gospel has absolutely
no meaning or power apart from the as-
sumption that men have sinned.” And
it assumes that sin is not merely an
accident, a mistake, or something in-
evitable in man's moral development,
but a tremendous evil power that has
entered into the life of the race, by
which man is weakened, morally and
spiritually enslaved. This is the Bible
view of the world. Tt describes it as
ntterly discomfited by ein. It portrays
humanity as completely ransacked in
its entire nature, as on the verge of
despair—sinful, sorrowful and undone.
Such is the seripture portrait of man:
and it reiterates this testimony with
melancholy similarity from the moment
of human transgression till the last
lines that are written in the book of
life, And what is the heart of sin?
We can never understand what it really
involves until we see it in relationship
to God. Tt can be defined only in one
way not as a mere negation, but as
nositive rebellion against God, and es
trangement of heart from Him in
whom we have eternal life. Tt is the
will of God we violate, and He is eter.
nal life. 8in therefore carries death
with it.  “By sin came death.” Tt is
rebellion then that makes the tragedy
nf human history. and alwaye nrevents
human sin from becoming an insignifi-
eant and trivial affair. The

sinner himself may say, to have all
evil passions and affections and desires
summed up in enmity against God,
wrought into the very texture of the
soul for ever, is beyond question the
most terrible curse which the mind pro
perly enlightened can imagine to itself,
No one will ever understand the true
nature of depravity until he sees it as
a guilty state of mind; estrangement
from the living God, involving death;
until he looks deep down into the heart
and there discovers fixed opposition to
all that is good and holy. Why do
we dwell thus upon this matter? For
two reasons:

1. Because unless we feel that it is
a life and death concern with which we
are engaged, when we come before the
people as ambassadors for Christ—that
our work is preaching salvation to lost
men, we are likely to proclaim but a
fragmentary gospel—a broken and soui
less message. A firm conviction of the
existence and virulence of a disease,
lies at the very root of all attempts to
effect a cure. One reason why the dis
ciples failed in casting ont the demon
was, hecause they underrated the power
of the evil spirit, forgot that “that kind
went not out but by prayer and fastine,"
8o it is only when our own conceptions
of sin are vivid, and we realize man's
deplorable condition, as “dead in tres
passes and sin,” that we will compre
hend the weightiness of onr commission
in undertaking to stand as ambassadors
for Christ before dying men: only then
will the agonizing ery from the burden-
ed spirit go up, “Come from the four
winds O breath, and breathe upon these
slain that they may live,”

2. Because there are marks of a weak
ening of the conscionsness of sin in our
day. Ts it not true that there is a de
cay in the sense of sin in our time, that
our concentions of its enormity are less
rigid, and that there is a tendency tn
tone down the langnage in which it
was wont to be deseribed?  Now it will
necessarily follow that if sin be treated
a3 a trifling matter, the death of Christ
as a eacrifice for sin will no longer he
looked upon seriously, but ignored or
suppressed. Tt is morally impossible
to accept the atonement of Christ while
there is not deep conscionsness of guilt,
The atonement is addressed to the sense
of sin.  Tndeed onr whole conception
of Christianity eathers about the nlace
and treatment given to man's sin and
God's holiness, A similar etatement
may _be made of renentance. Where
cin has become a commonnlace thine.
or the sense of it has greatly weakened
thera can he no true repentance. and
of conrse no earnest pleading for nar
don,  To quote the words of Dr. Daje:
“Not nntil the sense of tha enilt of sin
and tha eraving for the Divine Poreive
ness hacoma gs reneral, ne earnest and
as intense as tha desire for maral and
sniritual nerfection. will the death of
Christ as an atonament for sin inspire
A deen and passionate eratitnde or ve
rover ita ancient place in the thoneht
ad life  of the Christisn  Chireh,"
Hence the nreacher must hrine his mes
sage tn man, deenly imnvesead with his
tramendone noad ae a sinner,

Weighty Nature of the Message,
The ambassador must come with a

peace hy the blood of His cross.” “He
who knew no sin was made sin for us,”
“Through this man is preached unto
you the orgiveness of sins.,”  The death
of Christ then is the full exclusive and
final efficacy in the doing away of sin.
This is the heart of the gospel: and
this must be the style of the ambassa
dor in bringing the message in which
Christ is reconciler, This message is
“the power of God unto salvation,”
And if that word is sunpressed what is
left? As one expresses it “It is quite
nossible to preach with earnestness and
even with persnasiveness, from another
standpoint. Tt is quite possible to
have a very sincere admiration for good-
ness, and a very sincere desire to bhe
better men than we are, and to see
others hetter: it is anite possible even
to see the charm and beanty of Christ's
poodness, and commend it in the most
winnine wav to men, and to want in
preaching the very note which is char
acteristic of Chrigt and the Anostles.”
And that note is that Christ made neace
hv tha hlood of his eross.  Tf this fea
ture he wantine in our. nreaching. the
core of the moenel is wantine.  Wa may
aonmeal ta man’s moral, intellectus! or
vhvaieal nature: we may nreach ta him
ralioion that will relieve the snfferines
and mwiseriea of life. and make one an.

nanls tn his versonal eomforts and in
toraete and hanaa: bt if thie he all . we
he

wa have neaolaimed a verv inadeanate

not faned the veal nroblem of lifa

rosne! Christ Aid  indead  eome to
rraach the mnenal to the nanr {a heal
tha healan heartad ta st ot liherty

tham that ava hrniaed « hnt Wa wee horn
livad and diad enacially tn maest man's
enilt  nrimarile ta restore man ta his
allegiance ta Cad and thne ta enlva tha
“Tha Chriet
of the misevahle muet not ha mammifiod
shava thae (hriet af tha enilte ™ Tn

dand wa psannpt

omestion of pnhanniness

rroatly holn man hy

anr rraschine pnlass we malka that san.

tral which the ward of (Ind mokaa ean
tral  wviz.: the eserifica of Christ, ra.
eonciline a sinfrl warld The anrine

a1l avil and misory farmd in the

hanrt alinnated fram jte God
mnet poet the aalt in there  Tn ocartain

anarfera the erv je rajsed arainet the
wraachine of the saenel thaet it han laet

that tha intellimensa of the
aea haa antrne it and that 4 mnet ha
dignlaced-hv something new: and the
newness eonsists in eliminating what is
distinetly propitiatory in the work of
Christ. Now if preaching has lost its
nower, it is hecause the cross has heen
thrust out of its true place. Wherever
Christ has been lifted up, a powerful
spell has gone forth to draw men sav-
ingly to Him. Men may talk as they
nleage, but historically it stands clear,
that the power unto salvation lies with
the gospel of the cross. Past history
and nresent experience alike vindicate
it. ag “the power of God and the wis

dom of God" for the regeneration of

and wa

it nawer

man. Al the great movements that ¢
have led to revived faith, to a renewal -
of life in the church. have heen marked ¥.
hy an intenee reslization of the deep

sniritnal needs of man, and the offer :
of satisfaction in Christ to the inces- )

sant cry rising in the heart, “How can o
T be inst with God.”

Present the “Old Old Story.” &
Whatever therefore may be new in the K
form of our teaching, let the great b
truths of it be old. We cannot attach .
too great importance to the presenva- b
tion of the “old, old story.” It is the %

burden of the word of the Lord, the

laft in a state of utter senaration from
fied mnst ha reearded as havine sns
tained an infinite loss. and as having
hrought upon himself the very essen
of misery, Whatever the infatuated

definite message to meet this crying  testimony of Jesus Christ; Christ as

néed.  “God has committed unto us  the revelation of God to man; Christ as

the word of iliation.”  Minist the lization of man bhefore God; i
are theref: God's 1 dors, sent  Christ in His person, in His word, in o )

to treat with sinners on peace and re-  His life and in His death—this must be ; k’cw g

conciliation.  The preaching of this re.
conciliation is the preaching of the ROR-
vel: and the gospel is the message of

Christ's “He hath made

the perennial theme as it is the seal and
glory of the gospel ministry, And 3
surely no one has a right to stand forth :
us God's ambassador unless he is pre-




