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North-West Company, which was particu
larly anxious at the time to have the posi
tion of its trading-posts determined. This 
was on May *23, 1707, the following entry 
being written in his journal of this date: 
“This day left the service of the Hudson 
l$av Company, and entered that of the 
Company of the Merchants from Canada. 
May God Almighty prosper me.” Thus 
for the sake of a trifling shortage in the 
fur returns for the year, the Hudson Bay 
Company lost the greatest man it ever had 
in its employ, a man whose name will be 
a household word with educated men and 
women in America long after all the fur 
traders and their beaver-skins have been 
forgotten. On May 28 he arrived on foot 
at the house of Mr. Alex. Fraser, at the 
head of Reindeer River, where he was 
very hospitably entertained by this part
ner in the North-West Company. He at 
once proceeded fim Reindeer Lake to 
Grand Portage on Lake Superior, making 
as usual a survey of the route which he 
followed. Here he received his instruc
tions. and made final arrangements for 
his future work. The explorations of the 
next year are worth following in some de
tail. as they show what such a man could 
do under reasonably favorable circum
stances.

On August 0 he left the “Grand Port
age.” at the mouth of Pigeon River or. 
Lake Superior, in company with Mr. 
Hugh McGillis, and descended Rainy 
R r. passing a fort at the Falls on the 
2 i. went on through Rainy Lake and

ike of the Woods to Lake Winnipeg.
hich lie reached on September 1.
rossing this lake and ascending the 

Dauphin River, he reached Lake Manitou 
(Manitoba) on September 10. He cros
sed this lake, and reached Lake Winni- 
pegosis by way of the Meadow portage. 
On September 17, being camped 1 1-2 
miles north of the Little Dauphin (Mos- 
sv) River, provisions were received from 
Fort Dauphin, on or near Dauphin Lake.

On September 17, having received pro
visions from Fort Dauphin, the party pro
ceeded northward up the west shore of 
Lake Winnipegosis. On the 10th, Mr. 
Hugh McGillis left him to go up Red 
Deer River, while he himself reached the 
mouth of Shoal River. TTe ascended 
this river, passed through Swan Lake,

and ascended Swan River for 4% miles 
to Swan River house, on the north hank 
of the river, which would place it near 
the north lint of Tp. 30 in lat. 52 degrees 
24’ 5” N. The Hudson Bay Company 
also had a post in the immediate vicinity. 
Horses were then in common use on the 
Swan River Valley, for after stopping a 
day at this post, he and Mr. Grant started 
on horseback up the valley on a trail 
which ran for most of the distance along 
the north side of the river. On the second 
day they crossed the Swan River to the 
south side, and rode six miles to a house 
kept by one Belleau in a “hammock of 
Pines” on the hank of the Snake Creek, 
almost on the Second Initial Meridian, 
about six miles north of Fort Polly. From 
here he turned southward, and continued 
his survey past the post of the Hudson 
Bay Company at the Elbow of the Assini- 
boine River to the house of Cuthbert 
Grant, which was situated in Tp. 28, 
Range 31, and south-west of the present 
village of Runnymede, on the Canadian 
Northern Railway.

Here he remained till October 14, when 
he returned to Belleau’s house on Snake 
Creek, in order, if possible, to obtain 
guides to take him up the Swan River, 
across the watershed to Red Deer River, 
and thence around to the headwaters of 
the Assiniboinc River. From this date 
to Novemlier 28 his journal was lost, but 
he states, “I surveyed the Stone Indian 
(Assiniboine) River upward and its 
sources, and the Red Deer River and its 
sources, and from thence returned to the 
house of Mr. Cuthbert Grant, at the 
Brooks, on the Stone Indian River.”

He. however, gives traverses worked out 
by latitude and departure which show bis 
course to have been from Belleau’s house 
to the upper house on Red Deer River in 
lat. 52 degrees 47 min. 44 sec. N. From 
here he turned south-westward, and con
tinued his survey to the “upper house on 
the Stone Indian River,” afterwards 
known as Alexandria, where Daniel Har
mon spent five years of his life in the 
West, from 180(1 to 1805, and which is 
said by him to have been “built on a 
small rise of ground on the bank of the 
Assiniboine, that separated it from a 
l>eautiful prairie about two miles long and 
one to four broad, which is as level as the


