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“ Among the masses of printed books, there are a few that may be 
counted as acts, not books. The • Contrat Social ’ was indisputably 
one ; and I venture to suggest to you that a book published in late 
years, ' The Great Illusion,' by Norman Angell, is another. . , . 
The thesis of Galileo was not more diametrically opposed to current 
ideas than that of Norman Angell. Yet it had in the end a certain 
measure of success. ... It is impossible to resist the conviction that 
this young thinker has opened a new chapter for us in the history of 
our modern world.”—Viscount Esher in a Lecture at the Sorbonne, 
Paris, March 27, 1914.

" M. Norman Angell a exprimé dans son livre si bien raisonné des 
pensées sur lesquelles on ne saurait assez réfléchir."—M. Anatole 
France, English Review.
"... Hank its author with Cobden, among the greatest of our 

pamphleteers, perhaps the greatest since Swift."—The Nation.
" Mr. Angell’s main thesis cannot be disputed, and when the facts 

. . . are fully realized, there will be another diplomatic revolution 
more fundamental than that of 1756."—Edinburgh Review.

“ A wealth of closely reasoned argument which makes the book one 
of the most damaging indictments that have yet appeared of the 
principles governing the relations of civilized nations to one another.” 
—Quarterly Review.

“No book has attracted wider attention or has done more to 
stimulate thought in the present century.”—Daily Mail.

" An inquiry into the nature and history of the forces that have 
shaped and are shaping our social development that throws more light 
upon the meaning and the probable outcome of the so-called " war 
upon war ” than all that has been written and published upon both 
sides put together. The incontrovertible service that Mr. Angell has 
rendered us in ' The Great Illusion 1 is to have introduced intellectual 
order into an emotional chaos."—Life, New York.

" It is an extraordinarily clearly written treatise upon an absorbingly 
interesting subject, and it is one which no thinking soldier should 
neglect to study."—United Service Magazine.


