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p<wer*,ni8elf has given; when it» exercise

,
M regulatedby hisWn directions. It was
not an arbm-ary power-a power to do as

'

.

they.ples^eH. that wasgiven to the Apostles.

.

:
eonsfequently not to theff legaiinaie sucm-
«o«, pious Cl.ristian Ministers, truly callea
o| 0.pd. m an ages. It was power to de-
clare the rules, by which it was i*,e will of
Christ that themselves; their Churches and
«icc.i^ors should ^te see

'

that those rules., sb far asit respected their
,.;
owV>nie. s)«wia be observed. According

..to thelWufts tlieApostjaraclfed, but ferthtr
they ,,venl/„ot: iiordo we finj in any of

*

their wntihgs, (he most distant allusion to-
any other method of explaining the passage
before «,. Ministei. ofthe Gospel may see •

that the laws of Jesus are observed ifl their '

congregatlonj^nd they may-.it is a part
of iheir officete>do it, and in the proper cv-
e«;.se of it they may not be hindered-sb
app y general rules to particular cases, that

^" "'"•gsmaybedonedeeently.andftvor-

J«-;
but farther than this they mqy not go.

Jhey are not Sovereigns in the CHbrcb,^d
"oojje.of them, not all of thei^togetbe^ '?

no Christian eongregatioD, no^assWnblage
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