NEEDLECRAFT

in some department store. Don’t think I am trying
to encourage untidiness but let the things be used
and enjoyed.

When I was about your age for several weeks
I spent my spare time embroidering a centre piece
for my auntie’s dining room table taking care to
get just the right colours that would look well with
her every day china. It nearly broke my heart
when it was finished to have her use it only for state
occasions. If my cousins do not use it any more
than auntie did it will last for hundreds of years,
or be thrown into the rag bag by the next genera-
tions if they don’t like it. Enjoy all the pretty
things that you possess if they are appropriate for
the use you intend them for.

Have you ever heard the story of the little dirty
boy of the slums who was given a new white tie
by his teacher? He had first to wash his hands before
he touched it and then he washed himself to wear it
and asked his mother for a clean shirt so that every-
thing would go with the tie? Do you know that if
you have one beautiful thing in your room of
which you are very proud you too will see that all
the things around it set off its beauty?

For the girl who has a window seat in a room and
wants to keep her room dainty and bright there is




