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itself, and is conditioned by the spirit and the methods
of Jacobean and early Caroline criticism. On the
other hand, the selection of the texts must be
dstermined to some extent by my own conception of
the critical development of the century, and this I

have given in summary fishion in the general
Introduction. The admirabk work of Dr. Hamelius,
Signor Benedetto Croce, Professor Saintsbury, Pro-
fessors Gayley and Scott, M. Bourgoin, M. Bruneti^re,
and others, has by no means exhausted the fruitful

field of seventeenth-century criticism. In the notes
I have tried, by rigid compression and the exclusion,
so far as possible, of philological and antiquarian
detail, to give such information only as will be of
service to the student of the history of criticism ; but
in such things, only 'marginal stuffings' and not
'unlearned drudgery '» can be avoided. The third
volume will contain an index.

In the prosecution of my work I have been under
special obligationr, to iry brother, Mr. A. B. Spingarn,
who has continually placed at my service the stores
of his bibliograr-'cal knowledge, and to Mr. W. B.
Owen, who ha assisted me throughout in the
collation of the proof-sheets and in other ways. I am
also indebted for incidental assistance to Mr. Sidney
Lee, Mr. Frederic Harrison, Dr. J. E. Sandys,
Professor G. Gregory Smith, Mr. W. J. Courthope'
Mr. Ferris Greenslet, M. Charles Bastide, Seftor
D. Adolfo Bonilla y San Martin. Professo, Arturo
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