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Spccial Propramme

The Gencral Assembly adopts the following Special Programme, including
particularly emerpgency measures to mitipgate the difficulties of the developing
countrics most seriously affected by economic crisis, bearing in mind the
particuler problem of the least developed and land-locked countries:

The Ceneral Asserbly,

Taking into account the following considerations:

(a) The sharp increase in the prices of their essential imports
such as food, fertilizers, energy products, capital goods, equipment
and services, including transportation and transit costs, has gravely
exacerbated the increasingly adverse terms of trade of a number of
developing countries, added to the burden of their foreign.debt and,
cumulatively, created a situation which, if left untended, will meake
it impossiltle for them to finance their essential imports and develovpzent
and result in & further deterioration in the levels and conditions of
life in these countries., The present crisis is the outcome of all the
problems that have accumulated over the years: in the field of trade,
in monetary reform, the world-wide inflationary situation, inadequacy
and delay in provision of financial assistance and many other similar
problems in the economic and developmental fields. In facing the crisis,
this complex situation must be borne in mind so as to ensure that the
Special Programme adopted by the international community provides
emergency relief and timely assistance to the most seriously affected
countries. Simultaneously, steps are being taken to resolve these
outstanding problems through a fundamental restructuring of the world
econonic system, in order to allow these countries while solving the
present difficulties to reach an acceptable level of development.

(b) The special measures adopted to assist the most seriously
affected countries must encompass not only the relief which they require
on an emcrgency basis to maintain their import requirements, but also,
beyond that, steps to consciously promote the capacity of these countries
to produce and earn more. Unless such & comprehensive approach is
adopted, there is every likelihood that the difficulties of the most
seriously affected countries may be perpetuated. Nevertheless, the
first and most pressing task of the international community is to
enable these countries to meet the short-fall in their balance-of-peyrcrts
positions. But this must be simultaneously supplemented by additional '
development essistance to maintain and thereafter accelerate their rate
of economic development. '

(¢) The countries which have been most seriously affected are
precisely those which are at the greatest disadvantage in the world
econons: the least developed, the land--locked and other low-inconme
developing countries as well as other developing countries whose
cconomies have heen seriously dislocated as a result of the present
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