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domestic difficulties, The thing that mat-
ters for us is that the United States is a
very powerful country. That will go on.”
That appraisal from an opponent was
probably one of the most realistic of the
foreign assessments of the effect of the

. Watergate affair. Since America is a
colossus, the details of its national health -

are likely always to be complex but unless
or until it finally begins to decay as Rome
did its underlying strength will remain
because it is based on economic and social
reality. Concern for the condition of
America will always fascinate a wide in-
ternational circle, from the most popular to
the most influential levels,

What follows is an attempt to piece
together a picture of the American con-
dition now from public sources of informa-
tion and conversations with a variety of
knowledgeable men and women. As it ap-
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