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Kirby expounds on constitution, 
Altantic Insight yawns
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tution now? and “What ARE 
the fundamental questions 
anyway?”

After spending months sit
ting in on the hottest issue
around — the constitutional 
debates—Dr. Kirby dropped 
his prescribed speech of “The 
Changing Role of the Cana
dian Government in the ’80’s” 
for the good old B.N.A. Act.

Kirby preached that NOW 
was the time for constitutional 
reform and the Atlantic Prov
inces hold the key.

“The constitution must be 
reconciled to adequately re
flect today’s society. By 
changing the constitution, we 
will renew the vitality of 
Canada,” he said enthus
iastically.

Singing to the tune of 
Trudeau, Dr. Kirby agreed that 
the Atlantic Provinces need “a 
degree of flexibility in its pro
grams to relieve the unique 
regional concerns” but—and 
it is the but that is important— 
“in the final act, the federal

government must be the lead 
player.”

Kirby took the usual federal 
position, denouncing the prov
inces as “playing a power-grab 
game” during the Sussex 
Drive debates.

“Although the constitu
tional talks were reasonably 
predictable, I was quite sur
prised how bad they turned 
out,” he said.

Following the attack on the 
provinces, Kirby smiled at the 
journalists present and said 
“the media grossly played up 
the personality clashes” in the 
constitutional debates.

Despite the bad media 
coverage and the bickering 
provinces, Kirby confirmed 
that he is an optimist.

“However,” added Kirby, 
“I’m like the optimist who 
leapt off the Empire State 
Building. When asked how he 
felt as he passed the 47th 
floor, he said, ‘I’m alright—SO 
FAR.’ ”

by Margaret Little
With moment-to-moment 

Iraqi attacks on Iran and’the 
federal clerks storming the 
streets, what better way to 
spend a Monday evening than 
listening to a federal public 
servant expound on the in
famous Canadian constitu
tion.
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“The Atlantic Provinces 
could once again hold the key 
to the constitutional prob
lem," Dr. Michael Kirby, sen
ior federal public servant for 
Canadian constitutional talks, 
told the grey-suited Canadian 
Club members after a Faculty 
Club dinner, September 29.

Although CBC and A TV 
television glared their lights 
into Kirby’s face, and a 
Halifax Herald reporter wrote 
furiously, an Atlantic Insight 
journalist settled back in her 
chair, apparently finding little 
to write about.

Kirby failed to stimulate the 
said reporter with his ques
tions of, “Why the sense of 
urgency to change the consti
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Public Service Canadan* rv. nI yV The class of "81
The Public Service of Canada is interested in university graduates 
with specialization in one of the following areas:7
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Accounting
Business or Public Administration
Commerce
Computer Science
Economics
Engineering
Finance
Library Science
Mathematics
Statistics
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For more information, ask for your copy of the Careers Public 
Service Canada book and booklets at your campus placement 
office or at the nearest office of the Public Service Commission 
of Canada. Your application must be postmarked no later than
October 15, 1980.%

// 2 FOREIGN SERVICE

If you are interested in a career in the Foreign Service, you must 
obtain the Foreign Service booklet which contains a special appli
cation form, and write the Foreign Service Examination on 
Saturday, October 18, 1980 at 9 a.m. Check with your campus 
placement office for the examination centre nearest you. Your 
application for the Foreign Service must be postmarked no later 
than October 18, 1980.
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