Volunteers lend helping hand

by Heidi Janz

Most students lead very hectics
lives. Between papers, studying and
exams —which are usually followed
by a new round of papers — most
students find that they would need

lay week of 40-hour

days just to get caught up on last
week’s work. In spite of the tre-
mendous time pressures that uni-
versity students must contend with,
there is a group of students on
campus that not only manage to
keep up with their work, but also
find time to provide fellow students
who are disabled with some much
needed assistance. These students,
along with interested people from
outside the university community,
are the helping hands of the Dis-
abled Student Services Volunteer
Program.

The Volunteer Program has been
a vital component of Disabled Stu-
dent Services ever since the Office
was established in 1981. By 1984, the
Volunteer program had grown so
much that an Assistant Coordinator
was hired toadminister the
This year, a second Assistant Co-
ordinator joined the staff of Disabled
Student Services.

According to Barb Adams, one
of the Coordinators of theVolunleer

they write exams, assisting with a.
student’s mobility around campus,
assisting with library research, and
helping students get books from
the store.

Adams said that the way people

Volunteer Program from his daugh-
ter who was a volunteer reader for
blind students when she attended
Uof A,

“It seemed to be a worthwhile
thing for me to doin my retirement,”

come to be volunteers is just as
varied as their reasons for doing so.
Students are made aware of the
program through advertisements,
notetaker recruiting in classes, and
by word-of-mouth.

“Most Emp‘[e volunteer because
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Program, there are
140individuals mvolved inthe pro—
gram this year. About 80 of these

it

Adams. “For instance, some of our

volunteers are learning disabled
N el dom

people have d to take
notes for adisabled student in their
class, while the remaining 60 assist
disabled students in a variety of
ways which include: reading mater-
ial onto cassette tapes for blind or
learning disabled students, acting

from
the program themselves and want
to give something back.”

Jack Bilsland, a retired U of A
English professor, has been a vol-
unteer with Disabled Student Ser-
vices for two-and-a-half years. He

asscribesfor disabled studentswhen  said that he first heard about the
There's still time to prepare

Classes Starting Now!

LSAT @ GMAT @ DAT

call 432-1396
International Test Prep Centre

S cosess toaght by sormare & educsters. Wholy Cosedion-curnes. mod an Aaicon

Volunteers provide many types of assistance.
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explained Dr. Bilsland, "so | came
over and talked to Mary Hyndman
about starting to volunteer.”

Dr. Bilsland’s assignments as a
volunteer have ranged from acting
as a scribe for blind students, to
working with paraplegic and quad-
raplegic students, and, most re-
cently, helping students with learn-
ing disabilities improve their writing
skills.

Dr. Bilsland says that the support
services for disabled students have
improved immensely in recent
years.

"One of the saddest things | ever
saw was when | had a very
injured young man, a quadraplegic,
in one of my classes. At that time,
apart from the fact that DATS
brought him to the university and
took him home, as far as | can
remember, there was absolutely no
kind of provision for assistance of
any sort,” Dr. Bilsland recalls.

Dr. Bilsland went on to say that,
although that young man tried very
hard to make a go of it, he was just
unable to manage on his own. He
strongly feels that this student would
have been able to have a successful
university career had Disabled Stu-
dent Services been in existence
twenty-five years ago.

Dr. Bilsland spends an average of
eight or nine hours a week volun-
teering. Although the amount of
time he puts in may increase dram-
atically around exam time, he says it
never feels like too much of a
demand on his time.

“1 think it's without a doubt one
of the most - if not THE most -
rewarding things I've ever done in
my teaching career,” said Bilsland.
"I've never worked with a group of
students who were so hard-working
and gifted in that they are devotedly
concerned with learning in spite of
their handicaps.”

For this reason, Dr. Bilsland does
not think of volunteering for Dis-
abled Student Services as doing
charitable work; rather, he thinks
of himself as a neutral intermediary
who helps disabled students gain
access to their own education.

Dr. Bilsland feels that volunteering
for Disabled Student Services has
given him an insight into the special
needs and capabilities of disabled

students that he just didn’t have
when he was a professor.

"I would never have been so
simple-minded as to think that a
physical disability such as blindness
limited a student’s mental capacity,
but | would always have felt that |
must deal with that student differ-
ently,” explained Dr. Bilsland. “Now,
I know full well that the only differ-
ence is that my eyes see, and that
student’s eyes don't see. | would
now feel absolutely comfortable in
talking to the student about the
handicap and any provisions that
have to be made for it.”

Beth Dawson, a fourth-year Edu-
cation student, agrees that the Vol-
unteer Program benefits the volun-
teers as well asthe disabled students
they assist.

I meet really neat people and it
gives me a great sense of satisfaction
to know that I'm helping someone
else get through this incredible
mess!” Dawson said.

Dawson also emphasizes the fact
that the Volunteer Program also
plays an important role in providing
a social structure in which disabled
students can get their bearings.

“Sometimes, if a person has an
obvious disability, it's harder for
them to getalong socially,” Dawson
explained. "The volunteer setting
helps students to interact more
socially.”

While the Volunteer Program is
expanding by leaps and bounds,
the staff at Disabled Student Services
are quick to point out that there’s
always room for another pair of
helping hands. If you think that
one of those pairs of hands may
belong to you, give D.S.S. a call at
432-3381.

Laser tech lagging behind

by John Putters _

Canada’s “widowsef opportun-
ity” for introducing high power
lasers into its manufacturing sectors
is quickly disappearing, contends

r. H. ). Seguin, a leading laser
researcher in the Faculty of Electri-
cal Engineering.

Seguin predicts that "in another
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couple of years the window will be
letely closed.”

Seguin is a specialist in the
research of laser technologies cap-
able of being used for industrial
processing. His research is concen-
trated on the development of new
processes for laser use and the
processes necessary for laser applic-
ation in manufacturing sectors.

According to Seguin, the U of A
had “developed lasers that were
five years ahead of their time.”
However, he also stated that “it
takes massive funding by industrial
or governmental areas” in order to

type of capital necessary for. the
diversification into high powered
industrial lasers does not seem to
be available if Canada had a "na-
tional project like the U.S. space
program.”

”A man landing on the moon is
neither here nor there, but the
technological spinoffs and the infra-
structure created is what's import-
ant,” said Seguin.

Unlike the European Eureka
project, “which is an attempt to
emulate laser lechnologles devel-
oped by the US.”, all of Canada’s
projects are pu rely short term. The
Eureka project is to be from 12-15
years in duration said Seguin. He
added that “our governments look
to the next election not 20-30 years
down the road.”

Seguin also dismisses the poss-
ibility of private enterprise financ-
ing the introduction of high power
lasers. "Canada does not have the

The possibilities of receiving the

| spirit necessary to
take these types of risks. Canadian

companieswant to see profits now
not sometime in the future.”

As a consequence of the reluct-
ance to implement new laser tech-
nologies in manufacturing, Seguin
feels generally pessimistic about
diversification, "It is very difficult to
get technology tranfers” without
the necessary infrastructure, he said.

The incorporation of laser tech-
nologies in medical procedures and
surgery is also lagging behind the
U.S., said Dr. . Tulip who specializes
inthe research of lasers in this field.

Tulip stated that the “main aven-
ues of research we have are the use
of lasers for endoscopic surgery.”
This type of laser development
permits surgeons to operate with-
out open surgery and consequently
reduces the time needed for pa-
tients to convalesce.

Tulip concedes, however, that
“across Canada lasers are not used
extensively in hospitals” while "in
the United States the introduction
of lasers for surgery is increasing by
20 to 30 percent per year.”
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