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editorial Advocacy journalism- the replacement
for worn-out objectivity?

"Let them
drink beer."

Se1nce the disappointing defeat of the NUS
referenduJm ast week. perhaps t is terne thes Students'
Union reassesses its prioreties in what t offers people.
Sînce voting is the major rnethod in a democracy for
people to express theer politecal openions, perhaps the
powers-that-be here should reconsîder theer preoreties
in the light of thîs recent powerful judgement laid down
by the voters.

Perhaps t es terne students were asked exactlywhat
they do want from a students' union.

Do the students was a better deal for themselves?
Do they want a powerful voîce frorn their own Iungs on
theer behalf askîng for a littie justice frorn government?
Apparently not.

1 thînk the executîve should serîously conseder that
the lemît students want from thern s fast beer service,
bowling alleys, pînbail machines, and tai) hamburgers.

Forget thîs polîtecal drîvel, brtng on the dancing
girls.

At thîs moment NUS is doîng exactlywhat the "NO"
campaîgn saed t couldn't do. It is prepareng a lobby to
the federal governrnent on a provincial issue. The
Fiscal Arrangement Acteis just that act whech legîsiates
the alloiment of funds frorn the federal govenrment to
the provinces.

The "NO" campaîgn harped on the alleged factthat
the provinces simply have to ask for funds of the
fed eral government and they are granted. accordeng to
percentages under the act.

Well. the act cornes up for reveew in 1976, and
NUS wîil be prepared, through ts reports and
information bank. to present an active lobby for
changes in the act which would gîve a better deal to
students who rîght now cannot go to school for Iack of
funds. Campaîgners. you know who they are. They just
barely migt have been you or me, and the enformatîn
bank could probably geve you statî.stîcs on what the
number actually is.

But the executeve should recognîse that the "other
things" the "NO" carnmpaîgn cried our rnoneywas better
spent on doesn't enclude student financing. rather t
encludes the cornfort and edîfîcation of those already
here.

Realîsîng thîs, the governrnent can sîrnply say
about the students on thes campus. "Let them drink
beer."
Note: Opinions expressed here are those of the writer
and are flot necessarily those of the entire staff. We
seldom agree on any'thing.
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There's been a long ane
treasured tradition in jour-
nalism saying. in brief. thal
journalists must be objective
and must not înterject theîrowvn
opinions into înterpreting the
history they record.

The objective style of jour-
nalism has been seen byvirtual-
ly ail seraous nevw me.diums asî
the only reliable method of
reporting the wvorid's events in
such a way as the truth or the
visible facts can be recorded

But experience tells the
-iournaiist that the truth revealed
by visible tacts is a rare in-
stance.

Most often stories hînge on
wvhat people have said or împly
rather than what they have
done. The journalîst cannot
wîitness an event in most cases.
rather he must wetgh the im-
plications of what a number of
opînion-holders around hîm
have saîd.

n these cases, many crîtîcs
of objective journalism hold tl s
impossible for a wrîter, as a
recarder of hîstory. ta get at the
truth, to state what actually
happened. n these cases they
say the objective style of jour-
nalîsm is not so much a tradition
as a facade, a trick ta lure the
masses into believing what they
are reading is actually the truth,
rather than one man's inter-
pretation of tl.

Change RATT

1 am sure that most
students wîll agree wîth me
when i caîl upon the manage-
ment of RATT ta stop servîng
beer and other alcohols on
Frîday and Saturday nîght.
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"Can 1, sce about monthly terms on the 'egg salad sandwich?"

READER
COMMENT
What is needed, what

wvould be mare honest. they sav.
s for the wrîter to do awvay with

the facade, ta came rîght out
and admit hîs opeonions 50
readers vîewîng hîs record of
hîstory can weîgh the wrîter's
opinions wîth ail the others
recorded in the slory.

This would not be a method
for journalists to promote hîs
vîewpoînt ta the masses, 't
would be a method for readers
to understand what type of
persan is recordîng h.story for
them sa the reader can get a
more clear pîcture of the truth.

For exampie. mnîs publica-
tion has just completd recor-
ding the NUS referendum. We,
as a staff are generaily in favaur
of aur students joînîng NUS and
feel i s unfortunate for thîs
students' union that wve dîdn't
joîn, I feel thîs opinion is more
qualîfied than hose held by
many on campus because it s
the result of years of conscîous
vîewîing and cammentîng on

1 realîze that there is a
certain vocal minority on cam-
pus who spend these nîghts
corîsuming lîquor, but surely
these people realîze that thîs
lime cauid be better spent
studyîng or catching up on
educational televîsion. Don't
they know that William
Buckley's Firîng Lîne is avaîlable
for vîewîng whîle they become
intoxicated?

There is nothîng more
relaxîng after a hard week than
ta read a gaod Socioiogy text in
the comfort of Room At The Top.
Trymng to have a raspberry drink
wvhîle drunken bodies stumble
about sînging same dîtty about
'Lulu' can be bath frustratîng
and disenchantinq,

Let us see if we can brîng
the same -warmth and at-
mosphere ta RATI that we fînd
n the Rutherford Reserve
Reading Roam - perhaps instaîl-
îng 'a few dozen carrelîs mîght
help. and blocking oui that
dîstractîng vîew wîith wood
panelling would be an improve-
ment.

I certaînly 'sope actian will
be taken on the 'mîstake of
RATT' before students really get
tîcked aff and start burnîng theer
library cards in protest.

Joe Mundane
Borîng Arts Il

Pop bomb
our baby

John Savard's letter
"Savard Saves" in the October 9
Gateway, correctly identif ies the
maot of our world's present
crises of energy, famine and
pollution as beîng overpopula-
tion. Too many people is aur
major crisis.

John says the solution ta
this problem and its effects lies
n cotonizing Earth-type planets

of other suns. therefore space
budgets must be increased.
Joen is caunting on an un-
foundeçi technologîcal innova-
tion ta transport out surplus
population from aur solar
system ta others. I suggest thîs
s fantasy!

NUS, from talking wvith opinion
holders both for and again 1j
NUS from wvithin and wihoui
NUS, and from witnessing
resuits of NUS's wAork on mnany
other campus 'es.#

Yet. when the campaign
arrived here, wve tried ta reparti1
n the objective style.

Realising the impossibljl1
of remaining opinionless on the
issue. we nonetheless recorded
the events and statements or,
the issue -objectively.-

Perhaps "advocacy jeu[.
nalism" as it has been flamed,
would have been a better ap.
proach ta this issue. NotthatthE
collective opinion of the stall
would be the main thurst i
coverage of an opinion issue
the event in the story is stîli the
must imrportarnt aslect of oui
coverage. but perhaps it would
have been more honesit 1
sîmply scrap the veil of objec.
ttîvty and tell the readers vvhicb,
angle the story was writte',
from.

If the tradition of objective
journalism is dyîng at aIl. ii$
dyîng hard. and 1 personallyw.ii
work towvard its survîval.

The purpose in thîs treatise
s sîmply ta stîmulate thoughi
on your behaîf. and ta bring b
mind when you read thîs and
other publications the stylein
which you are offered tne
earth's hîstory,

Garett Hardîn of the Unîver.
sity of Calîfornia. ("Interstellaf
migration and the Population
Problem," Heredie'y, 50:68-70,
1 959) has calculated uJsing
optomîstîc assumptions, IhaUl
the wealthîest nation on Earth
the U.S., were ta cut back ils
standard of living ta 18%. i
could set asîde enough mronel
n one year ta transport one

days increase in the world's
population ta another star
system.

The world's current growlh
rate hovers around 2%
Everything remaîning equal, by
2870 A.D. Earth's human pop.
ulation will be 60 million mîilior
(60 x 101O),(J.H. Fremlin, 'Hoe
Many People Can the WV/orld
Support?" New Sclentist. CcIl
29.,i1964). Enough ta populate
1 7 mi lion oresent day E.îrths
Even if interstellar mîgraio
were feasîble. evîdently it s no
the ultîmate answer.

Obviously lowerinrj t
growth rate (sîmply bîrth rai
minus death rate equals qroW
rate) is the only answer i
allevîatîng the snaw-ballifl
crisîs facîng man- the pupul
tian explosion. We can increa
aur death rate, but aur on
humane alternative is ta Io
the birth rate. Dozens of feasib)
solutions have been propose
Many are frightenîng.

The fact remaîns O
world's growth rate must
brought ta zero and then rever
ed. It must be started nlo
through responsîble and CO
certed world effort, or else I
de'ath rate solution whîchi
upon us now in the form of t
population bomb resultîngi
war, famine, and enveronmeflt
deterioration'- wîlI contifi
growing exponentîally and e
aur specieslong before 287

-AD, Remember. "the Popul
tion Bomb es everyone's babf
(Z PC)

(The concerned reader
referred ta Paul R. Erlich's,
Population Bomb. and Denflis
Meadows et al's. The Limits
Growt h.)

Marc Pare


