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Ultimate negation
negated in novel

The Floating Opera (Avon, 75
cents) is one of a series of three
novels which John Barth, currently
American's most fashionable novel-
ist (last year it was Saul Bellow),
planned to write about nihilism.

The third of these, The Sot Weed
Factor, transcended its author's
or ig in al intentions completely,
turning into a wild satire on the
historical novel whicb managed at
the saine turne to be a serious comic
navel about innocence with a plot
whicb its author clainied was
"'more complicated than that of
Tom Jones".

But The Floafing Opera re-
mained securely nihilistic.

Its narrator, Todd Andrews
("o"means "death" in German,

but we are coyly counselled not to
worry about this) recounts the
events of a single day of his hi e,
that on wbich he decided to commit
suicide.

His father had taken a similar
decision sorne years earlier, ini 1929
to be exact, but apparently for a
reason which Todd finds inpossibly
frivolous: financial disaster.

Since that time, Todd had work-
ed on a mammoth, deliberately
"impossible" project-an Inquiry
into the causes of his father's sui-
cide; an attcmpt to chart exhaus-
tively thc motives that could have
driven bim to sucb an act.

One morning Todd awakes to the
realization tbat there is absolutely

no reason why a man shouldn't
commit suicide.

Being decisive and cold-blooded
by nature, Todd decides in a flash
to live one more day ini as ordinary
a manner as possible, and then to
make away witb himself.

In describing tbe course of that
day, Andrews f inds it necessary to
range far and wide among thc
events of his previous life to pro-
vide us witb background sufficient
to comprehend the action. In this
manner Barth contrives to turn the
narrative of a day into a narrative
of a life.

The personality of Todd Andrews
cornes across with great vividness.
As Kurt Vonnegut bas remarked,
the novelist cannot show us a
character wbose soul is really
empty without writing a boring
book, but he can show us a char-
acter who thinks his soul is empty.
Sucb a man is Todd Andrews.

There is, of course, a built-in
happy ending; Todd hais to re-
nounce bis suicide plans if the book
is to be written at ahl.

A considerable portion of the
novel's suspense resides in tbe
readcr's waiting to find out how
Todd gets out of bis so-logically-
arrived-at- impasse.

It would be a shame to reveal the
ending. But it is pleasant to find
a novelist wbo dares to return to
thc Victorian happy finale.

-- Jenson Phrobsmoth

YOUNG MODERNS
SHOWUP IN
PURE WOOL

Glenayr

SWEATERS,
SKIRTS, SLIMS

Weher youre off for a
day of fun or an evening

~fl of frîendship and chatter.
youlIl feel relax edîin
thîs "London Rib" mock-
turtle pullover with long

sleevs andneckzipper.
22 Just imagine-machine-

* washable, 100% English S
Botaîny wool in lots of
newv shades for Fali. To
compliment your sweat-
er. these perfectlytailored
puro wvool worsted slims
wnveLn fom, 100% super- S
fine English Botany.
Theyre dry-clcanable

$ a nd perfectly dyed-t-
nmatch any Ktten Botany

631/692 wvool sweater. At aIl fine

* shops everywhere i

Wiliitthq abl t s ot lagefluife KITTE. /

AND AT THE SIGNAL, GENTLEMEN, FIRE-These dedicated folks aren't really Mafia
gangsters disguised as violinists; they're the Hungarian String Quartet, and if you join the
Chamber Music Society you'II hear them perform early next January.

What's a friend--read
111E WAYS 0F FRIENDSHIP, by
Ignace Lepp. Translated from
the French. Macmillan, 1966. 127
PP.

How does friendship spring up?
How is it to be distînguisbed from
love, and what are its sexual im-
plications? Can two women be
fricnds in the saine way that two
men can? These are some of thc
questions discussed in Ignace
Lepp's The Ways of Friendship,
just brought out in an Englîsh
edition by thc Macmillan Company.

Dr. Lcpp is a Parisian psycbia-
trist, an ex-communist turncd
Catholic priest, and sometbing of
an existentialist into the bargain.
He draws upon the many experi-
ences of bis own as well as those of
bis p a t i e n t s for illustrative
material. The present volume
serves as a sort of companion to

his PsychologyJ of Loving, which
bas acbieved some fame.

But it is significant that this is
a book about fricndsbip, and not
about love. From the bcginning
Lepp casts aside the Freudian
notion that the libido, the source of
emotional cncrgy, is specifically
sexual in nature. Emotional
encrgy, be says, is diffused in two
primary ways; tbrougb love, whicb
is primarily sexual, and through
friendship, which is "the most uni-
versal and . . . the noblest of al
forcas of interbuman communic-
ation, thc only one capable of dis-
solving our lonelincss".
COMMON INTEREST

Truc fricndship does not corne
about througb a suhlimated sexual
attraction, but through a point of
common intcrest; unlîke love,
whicb may be unilateral, fricnd-
ship depends on a reciprocal dia-

I on buddy
logue. One of Dr. Lepp's favorite
phrases to descri be this is
"ýexistential communion". He is
very careful to distinguish truc
friends from mere companions or
comrades, who do not partake in
tbis communion.

Fricndsbips are most easily at-
taincd between men; womcn are
capable of achieving friendship on
the same plane only if thcy shed
the ancient ideas of their sub-
servience to man and engage in
more tban "empty gossip" witb one
another. Lepp hcsitatingly admits
than a man and women may have
a complctcly non-sensual com-
munion, but warns that Eros may
enter Uic picture all too easily:
"To try to establisb a friendship
witb a person of the opposite sex on
a purely spiritual basis is to invite
painful disillusionment."

-Terry Donnelly
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CAREERS FOR YOU
with the Civil Service of Canada as

'0Economists or Statisticians
ffHistorian or Archivist
*Management Analyst
Finance Off icer

* Administrative Off icer
* Personnel Administrator
*Commercial and Industrial Analyst
OForeign Service Officer

QUALIFYING EXAM
October 19-7:00 p.m.

Convocation Hall-Arts Building
Exemption: only for those who hold Master's

or Doctorate Degrees in 1967.

FOREIGN SERVICE EXAM
October 20-7:00 p.m.

Convocation Hall-Arts Building
No Exemptions

To Apply-
It is preferred that you send, in advance of the examination, Application Form
CSC 100 (available at the Placement Office) to the CIVIL SERVICE COM-
MISSION 0F CANADA, UNIVERSITY RECRUITMENT, OTTAWA 4, ON-
TARIO. It will be possible also to complete an Application Form at the ex-
amination.


