
CANADIAN COURIER.

WILL SHE TAKE HER PLACE ALONGSIDE THE BRITISH DREADNOUGHTS?

The world's Iargest ship le the Japanese cruiser, "Kongo." Japan, an alIy of Britain, wilI make comman cause

with her late enemy Russla, If necessary, against "the mnad dog of Europe."

Navies of' the Contending Powers
Strength and Distribution of the Widely Scattered Fleefs ai the Nations Involx'ed

By JAMES JOHNSTON

PROPHECIES as to wat will appen on -the
sea have been matie freely durlng the recent,
troublous diays. The general belief bas
crystallizeti Into, the expectation of two gresai;

naval 'battles, one lu the North Sea, andi one in the
Atiatie. In the North Sea -the British and Germai
fleets w-ill meet lu the most stupendous and desperate
naval battle I the worlti's bistory. In the Adriatic,
the Frencb fleet andi the British Mediterranean fleet
will meet the combiued naval forces of Germany aid
Austria. It la net expecteti tbat tbe Italian fleet wIll
be iîvolveti. Tbe Immediate, o'bject o-f the latter
battle will be te close the Austrian porta of Trieste
and Plume.

Tbe streîgth of the British fleet can only be
approximately expressed inl figures. Accordlng to,
tbe latest officiai figures, tbe actul present streigtb
of tbe British Navy la 496 vessels o-f ail classes. This
is matie Up as follows:

Capital ships (Dreadnoughts anti battleshps) 69
Armouneti Cruisers .............. ............ 34
Protecteti Cruisers.......................... 17
Ligbt Cruisers ............................ 92
Destroyers (which hncluties ail submanines) .... '232
Sea-going fleet auxillanles ............... 52

Total.................... .............. 496

0f this four hundred andi ninety-slx vessels, four
bundred anti slxty-three are lu Home waters aid
were revhewed at Spîtheati just before the war broke
out. lu the lines as tirawn up for the King to revlew
there were 216 warshlpa of varlous sorts. Mooreti
a few miles up tbe Channel were the destroyer
flotîllas, andi the submarlnes. So that no liss than
463 vessaIs were mobilizeti on tbat occasion. 0f
these, 24 wene Dreadinoughts, and 85 Vne-Dread-
nought battleships. Thua 59 of the total 69 capital
shipa ready for action were present ait SpItheati, anti
18 out of the 34 armoured cruisers. Presumably, all
these big vessele proceede irinto the North Sea aften
the review, eo as te hae ready to meet the Germai
fleet wben wan was declareti.

The Dreadinought veseels are of the type o-f the
"Iron Duke" andi "Marlborough," frowniig mioisters

with huge guns of the latest type. Thirteen of tbem
mountthe new 13.5-lnch gun. These are the premier
battleships of ýthat great fleet wblcb covered forty
miles of water outeitie Portsmouth Harbour.

The largest vessel pressent at Spitbead was the
"Queen Mary," a battie cruiser wblch Is 660 feet long
and diaplaces 27,000 tons. The "Lion" and "Princess
Royal" are of the saine lengtb, but only dispiace
26,350 tons. The tiesigneti speed of these three vies-
sels ls 28 kuots.

PETAILS 0F HOME FLEET.
T rHE British Home Fleet is divided into three parts,

1 First, Second and Third ,Fleet. The Thirti
Fleet appeareti at the revlew for the flnst time

this year. These fleeta are composed as follows:
The Flrst Home Fleet consista of four battle squati-
rons, comlprising trwenty-aevefl battleships, witb mine
sweeping gunlboats, and fiotillas of destroyers. Bach
battie squadron coutains -from five to, eigbt batl
ships, about six cruisers, and several attacheti shlps.
The Second Home Fleet consiste of two battle squad-
rons o&f fifteen battleships, eleven cruisers, anti about
seven mine layer gunboats. The ThIrd Home Fleet
la composed of two battie aquatiroîs containing
seveuteen battieships, andi albout thirty cruisers.

Thus the Home Fleet contains at ieast flfty-niîe of
the sixty-nine big aJbIps that Great Britain posseases.
The ot.ber ten are proba:bly in reserve. To these
must be added the two sbips bought last week from
Turkey, one of wbich la ready for service.

GERMANV'S NORTH SEA FLEET.

A GAINST this buge "Home Fleet," Germaîy bas
a formidable array of shlps known as "The
Hlgb Sea Fleet," with bases at Wihelinshaven

andti lel. There are twenty-uine battleships in it,
as coeupareti witb Great Brl-tain's sixty-uine. Tbese
were dIvideti recently as follows:

Flagehlp-fiederich tien Grosse.
Flrst Squadron-Osdtreslalt, Thuringen, Heligo-.

laid, Oldienburg, Nassau, Rbeiuiaid, Posen, and
Westfln

Second Squad ronv-Preussen, Schleswig-H'olstein,
Pommeren, Hanoven, Hessen, Scblesien, Lothning

and Deutschland.
Third Squadron-Kaiser, Kaiserin, Koenig Albi

and Prinz Regent Luipold. (These are four of
biggest and newest.)

Reserve Sq uad ron-Wttelsbach, flraunschweig,
Sass, Z5abringen. (These are small vessels of an
type.)

Battie Cruiser Squadron-Seydiitz, Goeben,
der Tann, and Moltke.

Germany is credited with forty Dreadnoughts
battieships. Just wbere the other eleven are
flot clear.

0f course there are the usual fiatillas of i
cruisers, destroyers, gunboats and submarines.

RUSSIAN BALTIC FLEET.

B RITAIN bas set out to hep the Russian l,
w ishl probaibiy lteabeoihelp tafr

Russians are not very proficlent in naval El
ters. The BaltIc Fleet consiste of four batteit
and five cruisers.

Batti eshîtps-Andrei Pervoz Vannyi, Imperî
Pavel, Gsarevitch, and Stavid.

Cruisers-Rurik, Gromoboi, Admirai Maka]
Bayai, and Pallada.

Russia is credited with twelve battleships.

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN.

H ERE Great Britain is leaving the truggle
France. Yet there are four British ba
cruisers there, Inflexible, Indefatt&able,

domnitable, and Invincible. There are also nune c
cruisers, according to the latest Information.

France bas a formidable fleet tbere. ItsF
Squadron consists of elgbt ïbattleships, its Sec
Squadron of five battlesbips, a Reserve Squadroi
three battieships and a-t least six armoureti cruis

The comblîed French and British fleets thus t
twenty battlesBips and fifteen cruisers. There
probably quite a number of smailer vessels.

To oppose tbesse, Austria bas a squadron of ba
abips and a number of smaller vessels. Some autl
ties give Austria two Dreadnoughts and four
battleships, sixteen In ail, but the information a
tbelr wbereabouts is, fot available. Even if tbeY
-aIl In the Adriatic, the Frencb and BrIish coXb
fieet will pro'bsbly make short work of the Alist
fleet, if they do nlot take refuge bebîd the
of Trieste and Plume.

FLEETS ELSEWHERE.

QOMEWHERE on tbis side of the Atlantic areSJ Britishi crulsers, Berwick, Suffolk, Bristol, F,
and Lancaster. France bas, or bad two, 03

and Diescartes. To oppose tbese seven, there
four German cruisers, Dresden, Karlsruhie, St]
burg and Leipsic.

Down around California. are the British cnul
Algerine and Shearwater, and one GermaIs cru
the Nurernburg.

AU the vesseils are apt to appear in Cana
waters ait any time.

Âway off lu the Pacifie are Britishb andi Ger
squadrons. Bn-tain has thee-tbe China Squa
of five cruisers, the Australian fleet of one bi
cruiser and three light cruisers, anud the East Il
Squadron of one battleship and one cruise~r.
latter squadron contains a number of destroyers,
marines and river gun boats.

Germany bas only one armoureti cruiser andti
light cruisers In Chinese waters, wbhle France
two xnedlum-sized vessels. Presumably the Ge
navy lu Âsiatlc waters would be but a llght I
for the British and French vessels.

Great Britain ' s Flevet ofý Air' Vessels
were of varlous makes, anti
glues of from flfty to elghl
power.

The -thirti bine, coilte of
shipa, the Astra-Torres, the
the Gama anti the Delta, each
of a captain anti a second off

~Some fdea o-f the aise o-f
ships miay ba gathereti froxa
tires of the Astra-Torres. Its
ment la seven anti a hialf
englues generate 4,20 horsepc
Its speeti la fifty-ono miles p42

Naval aeroplaues matie t]
î ~appearance at the King's matf

the fleet in Weymouth BSY
when five of tbem were Pl
commandi o-f naval officers.
occasion there were thirty-t.
planes andi aeroplanes anti
shipa. 0f course, the aeaplai(
carrieti' on bo-anti the naval veE
such time as they are reQ
service. The aeroplanes mus
laid, but the seaplanes go
fleet. I aphte of the fact
span o-f -the top wiugs Val
fifty-shx te fifty-elgbt feet,
difficult to transfer the mach
a veasel te the sea or fron
te a vessel. 'The total Wei

loadet ish net over three
plane@ ridlng at anchor. Note the ipulck-firinid guni In front. pounda.


