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ROUMANIA IS NOT YET CRUSHED
_FAR FROM IT!

The So-Called German Offensive is
Only Another Defensive Campaign

* AST week it wasesaid that
the struggle in Roumania
had become the pivot of
the war, and this is even

more apparent after another week
of fighting. The forces engaged
are still small as armies go nowa-
days, but they will not remain
s0. Men and munitions are con-
verging upon Roumania from the north, the south,
and the west. The Russians are .straining every
nerve to send help from the north. The Allied forces
in the south are moving in a great fan formation,
and doing what they can to hold the Bulgarians in
front of them, and we are told that the French are
sending some of their best strategists to reinforce
the skill of the Roumanian commanders. FPerhaps
these commanders are defective in practical experi-
ence rather than in military skill, and it may be that
their reverses are no more than those incidental to
the beginning of a campaign. - Moreover, they may
have been overruled by political counsellors. How-
ever that may be, we can now see that they made a
mistake ininvading Transylvania, and that a concen-
tration of their strength would have been much bet-
ter than the present extension, for which they
obviously have not enough men. Under the shelter
of the Carpathians and the Alps they would have
been comparatively safe from the attacks of Falken-
hayn, and they might then have been strong enough
to keep the Dobrudja road open for the eastern
assault upon Bulgaria in conjunction with the Rus-
sians. Almost anything would have been possible
to them had they been able to sweep Mackensen to
one side and to flood southward to Varna on the
Black Sea. But they were not strong enough to do
this and also to invade Transylvania, and as a re-
sult they have been able to do neither. Although
they may presently be ablé to remedy their misfor-
tunes, their position at the moment is by no means
a favourable one.

T the same time there is no need:to exaggerate

these misfortunes, and this we are very likely
to do if we depend for guidance upon newspaper
headlines. Roumania has been foiled in her effort
to invade Transylvania, and to a certain extent she
has been compelled to fall back to the shelter of
the mountains that she ought never to have left.
But the struggle here is by no teans over, nor need
we assume that she must abandon the invasion of
Transylvania. At the moment of writing come re-
ports of definite Roumanian successes against the
Teutons, and the recapture of certain small positions
that were lost in the first rush, These successes are
attributed to the Roumanian and Russian cavalry,
and it is quite possible that they will be continued.
An attempt to predict would be merely foolish, see-
g that we have no idea of the relative strength of
the armies. Nor have we any means‘of knowing the
extent of the Russian aid that is being sent. It is
possible that Roumania will decide to abandon the
Transylvania enterprise altogether, and to fall back
into her own territory. In that case her position in
this respect will be precisely what it was before she
went to war. To suppose that the crushing of Rou-
mania is even in sight from anything that has vet
happened is wholly unjustified. No real step has
been taken toward the crushing of TRoumania,
although we have an unconfirmed report that a Ger-
man force has made its way through the passes and
is on Roumanian soil. Falkenhayn has been con-
ducting a successful defensive, not offensive. Be-
fore he can crush Roumania he must cross the Car-
pathians in force, and every day of delay means
that his difficulties are increased in view of the aid
that is being sent from Russia, and the increasing
need of the Bulgarians to defend their own gouthern
frontier and to prevent the Serbians from reaching
Monastir. The misfortunes of Roumania are evident
enough, but they are not disasters, nor anything
approaching disasters, whatever they may eventually
become.

lT may therefore be repeated that the critical
centres of the whole war are in Tramsylvania and
in the Dobrudja. It still seems that the Dobrudja is
the more important of the two, and this view is con-
firmed by the brevity of the bulletins from that part
of the field. The bulletins are short, but they speak
of a great battle that is still being waged, and of
Russian forces that are constantly arriving to sus-

‘tain the Roumanian line to the south of Constanza,

Within a few days it is probable that the struggle
will be decided in view of the immense efforts that
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are being made to do something final before the
coming of winter. If the Allies are successful it will
mean that Germany's eastern conquests have been
lopped off, and that Bulgaria will be crushed at once.
If the Teutons are successful it will mean that their
advantage is great from the moral point of view, but
not otherwise, seeing that the war in Russia and
the west will be just where it was before. As was
said last week, the struggle in Roumania is one that
is being carried on within the circle and without
any necessary effects upon its circumference, except
indirect effects. So far as one may judge from the
scanty information that is available it would seem
that the prospects are more favourable to Roumania
than to the Teutons, and this in spite of the marked
successes that have attended Falkenhayn’s efforts.
It is highly unlikely that the Germans can be rein-
forced to any great extent, while Roumania can be
reinforced. Fairly reliable reports say that Falken-

““ We may reasonably believe
that the Dobrudja is the heart
and kerel of the war, and that
Russia knows it.”

hayn has not more than forty thousand Germans
with him, the remainder of his army being made up
of Bulgarians and possibly Turks. Probably his suc-
cesses are due more to his own ability as a com-
mander than to the quality of the men under him.
Roumania has been outgeneraled and outwitted, but
these are faults that she may be able to remedy
when she gets her second breath. The first few
weeks of the war saw the Allies being steadily driven
gouthward through France, but they were a long
way from being crushed. And Roumania also may
be a very long way from the fate of Serbia.

HE importance of the Dobrudja campaign over all
others is shown by the announcement of the ap-
pointment of the Grand Duke Nicholas to the chief
command in that field. Presumably the Turkish situ-
ation can be left to itself for the present, in view of
the far greater opportunities to Russia that have
been opened by Roumanian intervention. Russia’s

© aim is, of course, Constantinople, and it was the in-

tention to approach the Turkish capital by the back
door, so to speak, that first led Russia into Asia
Minor. Doubtless the advance westward from
Erzeroum and Trebizond would have been attempted,
in spite of the difficulties of that inhospitable coun-
try, but for the new and better road that is now
offered through the Dobrudja. Moreover, an advance
through the Dobrudja southward must be at the cost
of Bulgaria, a much more formidable adversary than
Turkey. Naturally we know nothing of the forces
that will be placed at the disposal of the Grand Duke,
but we may be quite sure that they will be large.
He has to meet his old adversary Mackensen and an
army that already has successes-to its credit. Rus-
sia i3 the most secretive and the most stealthy of
all the powers at war. She never indicates her in-
tentions if it is possible to avoid doing so, and she
never reports a battle until it is won or lost. But

- the appointment of the Grand Duke speaks for itself,

and it may be said that the obvious facts speak even
louder. The Dobrudja is now friendly territory. It
connects directly with Bulgaria, and immediately to
the south of Bulgaria is Adrianople and the inter-
national railroad to 'Constantinople. The one
obstacle is Mackensen, whose lines are drawn right
across the Dobrudja to the south of Constanza and
who is already being held there and unable to ad-
vance. No matter how interesting other parts of the
field may be or how tremendous the events trans-

_piring in them, we may reasonably believe that the

Do_tbrudja. is the heart and kernel of the war and that
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Russia knows it. It is & gitua-
tion that she will not play withe
She will use every man and guft=
at her command to force her Waf
southward and to sweep Macken:
sen from her path.
The Russian success O
reported under date of
15th, may be taken as o
evidence of a fact now well established that 2 specidt .
Teuton effort upon any part of the line must mean. &
corresponding weakening of the line elseWhel':r'-’:
When Austria began her attack upon Italy she d}'es i
men from Galicia for that purpose. The R_usslalnt:
at once began their offensive, and with spectacu”‘ AL
successes. The Germans drew men from the W'ic-”v
in order to mend their Galician fences, and the Y1

torious Allied attack upon the Somme was the I&
ded the.

¢ Lutsk
October
further«

sult. The new war in the Balkans deman gt
supply of a practically fresh German army, and 2
lines to the:

was largely at the cost of the Teuton
north. Brussiloff at once renews his at o
has been brought to a standstill, and the first defint B
pulletin that reaches us speaks of the capturé B
geveral lines of German trenches after a “colossat
battle of two weeks.” y

tack, Whic

HERE is no need minutely to chronicle the Anted

advance in the west or the capture of a succes:
sion of small villages that can be found only ":N»
automobile maps. Peronne and Bapaume are bot £y
in pockets and both can be taken at will. The gregey
military road that joins them is practically in 99;
session of the Allies and is under their guns. Wﬁ" i
the fall of these two cities the Allied line will b
straightened and the pressure will then be con”
tinued. But the rate of speed will be increﬁsed’.
since there are no fortifications to the east of these ¢
places that can in any way be compared with thos®
that have been already taken at such enormous coﬂt;.;,
The reports show that the trenches now confroB
ing the French and British are distinetly inferior
They are described as either ditch trenches Of 180
lated dug-outs strengthened with cement and d¢
fended by machine guns.
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THE pressure, as has been said, will be continued"'
but none the less we may confidently expect th
new tactics of the most dramatic kind will disclose
themselves. No serious effort has yet been M e
to pierce the German line, nor could there be suc?.
an effort in the face of the tremendous fortification®
of the front trenches, which have the effect of du
rupling the strength of their defenders. But wit
those fortifications out of the way, with Bapan
and Peronne tken, we may expect that the DoNES
of pressure against successive points will presenth
give way to a determined effort to break the 1
and to roll it up north and south from the two flanks-
With inferior trench fortifications the Germans must
either summarily retire with the dire dangers &
tendant on such a retirement, or they must accel?:t
battle in the open with inferior numbers and v
anxieties caused by their heavy artillery, We D€
not suppose for a moment that the scope Of the
Allied offensive in the west will be confined t0 -ﬂ’ni
present process of blasting their enemies from poin®
to point. Such methods are demanded by heavy 0
tifications, but they will be unnecessary when thos
fortifications, now represented by Bapaume ?‘:‘
Peronne, have been left behind. So far the Britis
at least, have been using only a small amoun
their available force. They have vast reserves
have hardly yet been in action. But with the o
mans in the open we are likely to see these resery
brought into play. They will be hurled against t‘.k
weakest point in the German line with the view g
breaking through at any sacrifice. If a break is ok
made the attackers will then turn north and S0™
and roll up the German lines. For such an attd®
every available man would be used to widen'w
breach and to prevent a re-formation. To Sﬂpp"{;;f”
that the present monotonous system of attack ¥
continue, that it is intended to continue, is to &
pose that the war will go on forever. It is the oL
possible system of dealing with fortifications, but
will not continue for long when .the fortificatio®
have been disposed of. Then we shall see &
centrated attack by the Allied forces upon a Si7
point, not with the object of pushing the Gert
lines back, but of piercing them. When such
attack will be brought it is impossible to say, P
will be brought. To speak of the Allied offensiV!
‘exhausting itself, to compare its advance Wit
(Concluded on page 29.) i




