
CANADIAN COURIER

On Narrowness of

Mînd
(Prom The Studio.)

«j WOULD like to preach a ser-
Imon," said the Man with the

Red Tie, "on the curions nar-
rowness of view with which people
are afflicted in their dealing with
artistic questions. Has it neyer occur-
red to you that the general public
regard pictures as practically the only
things worthy to bie reckoned as works
of art? A few abnormally enlighten-
ed persons go so far as to count
sculpture as an art, but the great
majority recognise painting, and
painting alone, as the medium for
artistic expression."

"Is there anything surprising in
,that ?" asked the Plain Man. "Paint-
ing, dealing as it does with form and
colour, is the one complete art. Sculp-
ture is cold and lifeless; it makes no
appeal ta the higlier aesthetic emo-
tions, and it leaves one unconvinced.
It Îs only haîf an art at best."

"What do you know about the
highér aesthetic emotions ?" cried the
man with the Red Tie. "Where did
you pick up that phrase? You imply
that form and colour are the most
important things in art. If I admit
that, for the sake of argument, would
you tell me whether yau do not find
themn in other things besides
ictures ?"

"Not in the same degree," replied
the Plain Man. "0f course you will
find form and colour in examples of
the applied arts, but work of this kind
is Sa miuch easier that you cannat put
it on the same levelas painting; and
surely you would rlot cail the crafts-
man an artîst."

"Why flot ?" broke in the Art Critic.
"Does he flot passess imagination and
technical skill, and if he has these
and applies themi worthily, in what
does he fail short af the artist's
rank ?"

"WVell, his work tells fia story,"
retuirned the Plain Man; "it has 11a
meaning. It does nat set One thinking-
in any way, and it satisfies fia intel-
lectual demand."

"It does nat set yau thinking," in-
terrupted the Man with the Red Tie,
"because you are incapable of under-
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"Attack them by ail means," replied
the Critic, "for they are open ta at-
tack. I, of course, do not agree that
any one form of artistic expression
is the only one worthy ta be counted
as a fine art. Painting is one of the
arts, and a great one; but there are
many others worthy ta rank beside
it, and it is narrowness of mind indeed
nat ta give them their right place."

"But can you tell me of any art
society which bas not this narrowness
of mind?" asked the Plain Man.

"Nat many in this country, I arn
afraid," sighed the Critic. "I arn
sorry for it. Abroad, 1 admit there is
a wider outlook; but we are still un-
der the influence of prejudice. Our
Royal Academy, the chief of aur art
institutions, is one of the worst offend-
ers; the anly arts it recognises are
painting first, sculpture second, and
engraving a very bad third. It bas
annually two picture exhibitions, one
of which is superfluous, and ta the
other it admits a few things besides
paintings-of all the other arts it
takes no cognizance whatever. I would
like ta see one of its shows devoted
ta the work of. thase other artists who
are every bit as important as the pic-
ture painters; ta the productions of
the designers, the metal workers, the
enamellers, and ail those other crafts-
men who are keeping alive great
artis'tic traditions. In past centuries
men of this type ranked amang the
masters; that they do nat do so now
in this country is partly the fault af
that Academy which teaches the
public ta undervalue them."

TH1îZ LAY FIGURe.

The Name of Quebec
IN connection with the Quebec tri-

centennial celebration it is worth
while ta remember that Trhoreau's

"A Yankee in Canada" gives an in-
teresting account of Quehec and the
St. Lawrence country. This title is
fia longer ta be fouind on the caver
of any of Thoreaui's books, but the
stary itself forms a large section af
the volume entitled "Excursions."
Thoreau quotes twa explanations of
the origin of the word "Quecbec." One
is that Jacques Cartier's pilot ex-
claimed in Norman French at first
sight of its lofty headland, <'Que bec!~"
(what a beak!) The ailier was
given bDy a St. Francis Indian, Tah-
mnunt by naine, whami Thoreau came
across ini the Maine woods in18.5,1
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digested by the most delicate stomnach.
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