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Being brought at the outset face to face
with the keyboard, a somcthing so new
and diseonnected with eerything pre-
viously learned accounts very largely for
lack of interest in beginners. Traxned,
however, firat in sin gin g, in sense of
rhytbm, in expression and t ben' learning
musical notation, children approach the
Piano or any instrument withotxt the fear
of a something strangely novel and unlike
anything before encountered.

N&tional Muslo
National music ha,_ been defined by an

,eminent critic as th t music which, ap-
pertaining to, a nation or trîbe whose
mividual emotion. and pasos it ex-
presses, exhibits certain peculiarities more
or less characteristic which- distjnguish it
fromn the music of any other nation or
tribe. Taking ýhis definition as a stand-
ard or measure of our musical productive-
ness up ta, the present tixne, it can hardly
be maintained that we bave as yet pro.-
duced any music which could properly bc
called distinctively national; and fcr this
reason, perbaps more than any other, wýe
have not as yet produoed any music
which, with propriety, might be called
great. lI those countries wheke muric,
however simple in form and structure, lias
been a part of the everyday life U-f .he
great majority of the people, an inlier-
itance which bas corne to them with their
national traits and characteristics, whcre
it is a means of expression for a feeling or
emotion more strongly marked t h an
ordinary, that have produced the gfeatest
musical mids. LI such countries the
composer has become, as it were, the
mnouthpiece of the feelings cf his coi-
temporaries, and bas voiced the unex-
pressed emotions anid impulses of many
generations.

Big Platrlotic Sae at Molfort, Saak.
Melfort is the progressive town in the

centre of the famous Carrot River
Valley, and is considered to be one of
the richest mixed farming communities
in Western Canada. Since Auguat, 1914,
the town bas shown in niany ways its
patriotie enthusiasm. Over two hundred
young' imen have enlisted f rom the town,
and_ the eplendid contributions to the
Red 'Cross and Patriotic funds placed
the town high in the published reports.

Recently a number of nmen were dis-
cussing a special effort for patriotie pur-
poses which resulted in tlhe big patriotie
sale which took place in the tow n on
Saturday, Jan. l9th. The sale was the
result of a suggestion made by Mr.
Farrin, who eltered to give a horse to
start the seheme. 'Four other men im-
niediately responded to the idea and each
contributed a horse. These men became
enthusiastic and interviewed some farm-
ers of the district witb the result that
from a single suggestion evolved the
seheme for holding the big patriotic sale.

The executives of the Patriotic and
lied Cross societies got behixid the scheme
and decided to hold daily meetings to
hear reports frorn the canvassers and to
direct affairs. The district was divided
into haîf tow'nships and prominent farm-
ers appointed as cauvassers. The wvhole
sYsteil, of eaiaaig îing ably superin-

tended by Meus., R. Haddon and j.
Camerdn.

The day of the sale was an- ideal nle
frorn every standpoint. 'It was beauti.
f ully mild and large crowda -gathered in
the town from ail parts of'the Carrat
River Valley- Distfict.. 1.

Rev. C. Barnes and Mr. :O.. D. Hill
opened the sale with short addresses, the
former referring to the isplendid manner
in which the citizens of the district had
corne forward with their donations and
belp; and Mr. Hill, after complimenting
workera and donators on the undertak-
ing informed bis hearcrs not to givecreence to street reports of the manner
in whicb the patriotie fund was being
handled. If anyone desired ful know.
ledge as to how the fund was being
mnanaged, they should corne to hirn and
he would be only too pleased to give
them the information wanted. Every
cent donated went to the fund and dis-
tributed among the wivea and depend-
enta of soldiers, not even the cost of
postage being taken f romi the fund.

The auctioneers were Mr. H. A. Me-
Ewen and Mr. H. Farrin, who were as-
sisted by a compétent staff of account-
ants, clerks and helpers. A splendid
system of sale had been arranged by
Mr. H. A. McEwen, by which the articles
were placed into five divisions.

The articles varied from horses, cattle,
hogs, poultry,' seeil grain and potatocas,
power washer, pianola, farm Éiachineyy,
luxnber, household furniture, heaters,
rangea, sewing machines, guns, rifles,
Ford automobile, McLaughlmn automo-
bile, oat sheaves, fur coats, cured meata,
patriotie cushions and quilts, and a.loargo
number of other articles too numerous
to mention.

To add to the patriotie nature of the
occasion the soldiers' mothers served
lunch in the town hall.

.The total proceeds arnounted t -o nearly
$7,500, and are to be divided on a 50-ý0
basis to the Red Cross and. Patriotic
funds. Much of tl<e succesa of. the -sale
was due to Mr. H. A. McEwen (chairmain
of the sales committee) to Mr. J. T.
Beattie, president of the patriotie com-
mittee; to Rev. C. Barnes, preaident of
the Red Cross Society; to Mr. Farrin,
who started the bail rolling; to Medisfs.
R. Haddon and J. Cameron, %#ho supeý-,
intended the canvassing, and to the t*o
executivesaof the local patriotie societies.

Too EzpMnzle
It is an elementary although a genumne

kind of humor that prompts a mani to
make a ridiculous remark in a sdrious
manner. The fun increases if the îtemai~k
is taken at its face value. A case in point,
is that of a gentleman, who, accordhxgto
a writer ini the Twiggs County Citithn,
Was talldng to a crowd on the street abôut
shingling a bouse.

"The old rule," he said, "was to allow
six inches of thé shingle to show to the
weather, but that is too much. You
really oughtn't to let more than four
inches show."

Some wag asked in a matter-of4fact
voice:

"How would it do not to let any show?"
"I've seen roofs made that way,"'r-

plied the other, flot thinking, "but it takes
a great many shingles."'

~Iî " " . reaizedthe sum of $7,500
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