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Writing to (Jeiienil Sheatt'e, on the L*7th of Msirch, he Huid:

1 now come to thiit highly iinpoituut part of your resources, the oiuploy-

iiient of IiitliaiiH, soiuo in aid of your priM'ttutloniiry iiiciiHurt'M of ilcfense

and othorH for u»akin>{ otteusivc dfuionHtratioim for tlio recovery of tJicir

usurped territory, the latter of whi<'h can not fail to act as a powerful

•liversion in your fiivor. In consideration, therefore, of tlie uu)venient of

tho confedorato natiouH from the \Val)a8h to the Kivcr Raiiiin under 'I'ecuui-

seh, and of tho expected arrival from the westward of several warlike

trihes witli Mr. Dickson, the iij^Rregate of whidi will he forniidahle, I

have decided on intruHtinj? the uianaKcnicnt of tiiose distant trihes of

Indians to other hands than those which are at i)reHent employed in the

Indian department at Ainherstliurn, and accordingly have appointed Mr.

h'oherfc Dickson deiiuty superintendent of the Indians in Michigan and tho

conquered territory, on account of tlie hi;;h opinion I entertain of his cour-

age, his perseverance, his integrity, ami his zeal for the service. The late

instance of the ir.trigue hy the Indian deimrtnient, in the ease of Norton,

an<l the evidence itatl'orded of the want of proper subordination, have put

me on my guard against their (Mideavors to thwart my designs or impede

their progress because they are not to he executed by themselves, and

induces me to recommend you to vest in Colonel Proctor sullicient author-

ity to support Mr. Dickson in his organization of the Indians from the

westward, and to cheek the prodigal expenditure of provisions, and to

establish strict impartiality in the treatment they cx])erienco from us.

I can not too fretiueutly repeat to you that having hi^en under the necet;-

sity of availing ourselves o*" the Indians' assistance, it is desirable, on

every principle of humanity and policy, that all practicable means should

be adoi>ted to sotten tho ferocity of their usual mode of warfare ;ind to

restrain them in it.
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