
fdnfibly declined from the Time that the Order for removing the Planters
was revoked.

And in 1682 and 1684 it was reduced to

3a 43 Fifhing Ships,
'Toiz • 1,489 Seamen,

183 294 Boats,

though the Inhabitants employed in the fame Years

299 304 Boats.

But this Decay of the Fifbing Trade was fnot the onlyLofs this Kingdom
'fuftained on this Occafion ; for as Captain Jones, One of the Commander-
of the Convoy in 1682, hath affirmed of his own Knowledge, the Trtders
from New England to Newfoundland Yearly made Voyages for the Sake of
fpiriting away the Fifhermen ; fo that the Newfoundland Filhery, which
was formerly the great Nurfery for breeding up ftout and able Mariners,
-was now become a mere Drain, that carried off very many of the beft and
mot ufeful of aIl the Britifh Sailors; and it is' too notorious that this Prac-
tice has prevailed ever fince.

Neither can we omit obferving, from theAccounts tranfinitted to the
Lords of the Committee by Sir Francis Wheeler, the. Commander of the
Convoy in 1684, that the Planters carried on their Fifhing Trade with
:great Difadvantage, their .extraordinary Charge of Wages and Provifions
amounting to One Third Part nore than was expended by the Wefeta.
Adventurers; and although their felling of Strong Liquors to the Fiiher.
men at dear Rates did fomewhat help them, yet this was fuch an apparent
Prejudice and Difcouragement to the Adventurèrs, that it was no Wonder
fo many of them were driven away from the Fiflhery in a68 -, and 1684, as
has been already mentioned.

Nor doth it appear to -us that the Fithing Trade was afterwards, during'
the Reign of King James the Second, upon a better Foot, or thatche leaft
Care was taken to remove the aforefaid Obftru&ions, much lefs to retrieve
Trade; but, on the contrary, notwichftanding the French Fifhery was
prodigioufly increafed both at Placentia'and to the Northward of Cape Bo-
navifta, and that the Value of the Filh taken by the Englifh Adventurers
after the Year t682 fell fiort of the Value of what was taken in 1676 at
leaft £. ooooo per Annum ; neverthelefs the Subjeâs of this Kingdom
were rellrained, by the Treaty concluded between Great Britain and France
in 1686, frôm fifhing in fuch Places as were held or poffeffed by his Moft
Chriian Majefty in America; which feems derogatoryto the Charter, and
to the Statute 15 Car. Il. Chap. 16. whereby feveral Regulations are pre.
fcribed and ordained to be -obferved in any of the Harbours in New.
foundland.

Moreover, the fucceeding War, with France in 1689 fill added to the
Misfortunes of the faid Trade, not only as it was thereby rendered imprac -
t'cable to purfue fuch Meafures as were neceffary to reform the aforefaid
Diforders and Mifmanagement,- but from the Difficulties and Hazards
that unavoidably attended the Adventurers in profccuting the fame. How-

ever,


