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12 Voyages of

us (for he knew nothing of the change of plan); and the letters
were handed to him. As foon as he had read them, he returned
to his thip at Canfeau, where he fcized fome Bafque veffels *
engaged in the fur-trade, notwithftanding the prohibition of
his Majefty, and fent their mafters to Sicur de Monts, who
meanwhile charged me to reconnoitre the coaft and the har-
bors fuitable for the fecure reception of our veffel.

With the purpofe of carrying out his wifhes, I fet out from
Port Mouton on the 19th of May, in a barque of cight tons,
accompanicd by Sicur Ralleau, his fecretary, and ten men.
Advancing along the coaft, we cntered a harbor very con-
venient for veffels, at the end of which is a fmall river, ex-
tending very far into the main land. This I called the Port
of Cape Negro” from a rock whofe diftant view refembles a
negro, which rifes out of the water near a cape paffed by us
the fame day, four leagues off and ten from Port Mouton.
This cape is very dangerous, on account of the rocks run-
ning out into the fea. The fhores which I faw, up to that
point, are very low, and covered with fuch wood as that feen
: at the Cap de la Heéve; and the iflands are all filled with
{ game. Going farther on, we paffled the night at Sable Bay,*
where veffels can anchor without any danger. The
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was the bay, or rather the waters, that
firetch along the fhores of Halifax
County, between Owl's Head and Lif-
comb River. :

% The confifcated provifions taken in
the vefTels of the Bafque fur-traders and
in that of Roffignol were, according to
Lefcarbot, found veryufeful. De Monts
had given timely notice of his monopoly;
and, whether it had reached them or not,
they were doubtlefs wrong in law. Al-
though De Monts treated them with
gentlenefs, neverthelefs it is not unlikely

that a compromife would have been bet-
ter policy than an entire confifcation of
their property, as thefe Bafques after-
wards, on their return to France, gave
him ferious inconvenience. They were
inftrumental mainly in wrefting from
him his charter of La Cadie.

2 Le Port du Cap Negré. This port
{till bears the name of Negro Harbor.
It is fituated at the mouth of the Clyde,
the fmall river referred to in the text.

2 Near Cape Sable Ifland. at what is
now known as Darrington Harbor.




