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and owes more than wben the legal proceedings began. This

surely is a case of hardship. It is only one of a thousand,
perhaps, but its circunistances and especially its date mnake it
more than usually poignant. The machiinery of the law is
clumnsy and unequal when four times the amount of a debt is
incurred in its attempted collection. The suggestion of the
reverend gentlemen that Iawycrs' as well as bailiffs' fees should

lie abQlished in cases of small dcbts does flot seemn to us prac-
tical. Such functionaries are entitled to be paid for their ser-
vices. But the limiting of costs to some reasonable propor-
tion to the amnount of a debt may wchl attract the eff orts of
Qucbec legîslators.

INSURANCE MATTERS.

The many friendi of Mr. Horace W. Davison, nephew

of tir. J. L. Davisoni, of Toronto, and form.erly of the Manu-
facturers' Life insurance Co., will be pleased to hear of bis
progress with bis actuarial studies. At the present tume he

îs engaged in the office of the emninerit actuary and author,
Mr. George King, of London, Eng.

A New England journal prints the following terse ap-

proval of a benign business: "Clothes a mas. can do witbout
-in sanie climates; body and soul be can mnake hang together
on some few pence per day; knowledge he can leave to the<
professors and stîli get on if he is industrious and bas comnion
sense; but 'accident insurance' he cannot do without-that is,
if hc cares for bis own welf are and loves bis famîly."1

To say "God Bless our Hlome" is somnething of a mnockery
if there are no life insurance policies aniong its furniture.
This we land on one of the pages of the poclçet diary pre-
sented by the North Anierican Lif e.Comipany, and a very sug-
gestive remark it is. Another striking passage w. select
f rom the sanie source: "Money is said to be all-powerful, but
it cannot hiuy life insurance when somne insidious disease
creeps ln."

An Austrian 'actuary, Herr Loewenberg, refers to indus-
trial life insurance as he found it being donc in "Anierîca"

aad Canada. On tis subject hie says: "Lif e insurance among
the. middle classes is a*lready an institution of great social value,
and much more so la the bequest of a palicy to the Iower
classes, who live f rom hand to mouth. lIn such a case life
mnsurance works a veritable salvation. lIt is a power of humanl
and ethical significance. Mankind shiould nlot bud monuments
to politicians and poeta alane."

The. Knlghta of Uic Maccabees of the World (b>eautiful
title) thought they had guaranteed themiselves against the pay-
ment of accident claims when thcy inserted in thecir beneficîary
certificates a clause providing that if the insured, whilc either
sane or insanle, cOmmitted suicide, the insurance should bic
forfeited, But they forgot to reckon with juries. P9aul Steins-
land was a Maccabee. Hle hanged bimnself an the knob af his
lditchen door. The Maccabees refused to pay the insurance.
But a jury promptly found that Steinsland did flot commit
suicidel

Because hl* father was sick and4h tenement was flreless
and fuelless; and h. saw other boYs hooking coal fromn a rail-
road car, little Dick Jackson, of East St. Lýouis, hooked a few
lumps, tooa-ond was caught at it. judge Beach fined hlm $5,
and thea-wîtb tears in bis eyes-paid the fine him.self. That
was a good-hearted judge, çomnients the Insurance Age, and
-e will bet a silver dollar against a plugged nickel that bis if e

is insured for the benefit of bis cbildrcn. Here's to the Beach
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In the opinion of Hon. John F. Dryden ail the business
that is written by the industrial insurance companies and the
ordinary insurance companies put together does flot keep
pace with the încrease in population of the country. There-
fore the field is flot exhausted.

According to the report of Chief Benoit, 'of the Mont-
real Fire Department, the nuniber of lires last year in Mont-
real was 858, as compared with 648 during 1902. The losses
however, were flot in proportion, for they were ligbter than
>during any year since the departmnent was organized. Five
lives were lost, but none of the firemnen suffered serlous in~-
jury. The number of false alarnis was i50, about the sanie
as in i9o2. The decrease in the losses bears out the Chief's
contentions that improvemtents in the protective apparatus
and equiprnent would bear good resuits. The Chief declares
that the ire losses of Montreal in i903 were the lightest for
any year since the present brigade was organized.

Wheat sheaves and clover blossoms are the accompani-
inents, and properly the emblemas, of a pastoral if e. One
hardly expects, therefore, to find things so dainty and so
placid as these used in any way to illustrate so excitirig a
subjeýct as fire waste or fire însurance. lIt must be because
that excellent gentleman, the vice-president, lives in the.
country, amiîd such tranquil surroundings as field and orchard
afford, that he has chosen the glories of the fields as his
inspiration for a i904 calendar for the Western. Tt is a very
pretty calendar-well-colored, natural, unstralned, the e5act
much heightened by its being embossed. If onc wished to
býe imaginative, hie might contrast the lire red of the titI.
with the delicate pink and maize color of the. clover and the
wheat against which it is relieved. But in anythixig connecte4
with fire insurance there seems no room left for imagination,
especially after the way lires have begun ini Canada this
prescrit january.

Rebating by life insurance agents is not beinu prac-
tised on quit. so extensive a scale as is usual at this tini.
of the year or cisc thc rebater is becoming more wary,.per-
haps both. The exposure at Detroit bas had a certain in-
Iluence on agents in other Michigan cities, for Commis-
sionier Barry is known ta be a man of his word, and though
he does not object to the rebating of lire insurance premi-
urns, hie has expresscd bis intention of making things inter-
esting for the 1fe insurance rebater. In Wisconsinx the
co>nmssioner is at present investigating charges madle
against rebaters and will prosecute if h. is able to coilect
evîdence sufficient te convict, while Commissioner Cutting,
of Massachusetts, bas caiused the arrest of an agent on
simular charges. The Massachusetts case is likely to setule
the mooted point as to the constitutionality of anti-rebate
laws, for it is understood that the case will bic fought to a
finish, In Chicago there la not sc> much talk of rebating as
usual. A Chicago life insistance man, who is ini the habit
of taking a filer at this time of the year, had not liad an
offer up to a f cw days since. The Whayne case bas also
probably had some effect. Then the public is being ini-
formed that it is within the power of any one of a com-
pany?, policy holders to bring suit to restrain it from pay-
ing a claim wherc the prcmium has been rebated. This
also has had seine effect. Altogether, the season for re-
haters appears ta bc duller thasi usual.-Chicago Investi-
gator.
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