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THE DIVINE ORIGIN AND UNBRO-l
KEN TRANSMISSION OF MINISTE-
RIAL AUTHORITY.

A Sermon Preached in St. Audrew’s Church
Jackson, Miss., Febiuary 8th, 1852. |

BY RT. REV. WILLIAM M. GREEN, D.D.

A general awakening on the subject of re-

ligion, is a characteristic of our times. Men
are every where scrutanizing ihe grounds of
their belief, lest peradventure, they should
have built on shifting sand instead of solid
rock. That God has founded a Church, and
so founded it that * the gates of hell will not
prevail against it,” —that * Christ also loved
the Church, and gave himself for it ; That he
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing
of water by the word. That he might present
it to himself a glorious Church not having
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that
it should be *holy and without blemish,—
that the Church, thus washed with water, or,
in other words, made up of baptized persons
is His body—that “ He is the Heap of the
body, the Chuarch,"—that the Church “is
the fulloess of Him that filleth all in all,”
aud in consequence of this indwelling fulness
“ the pillar and ground of the truth,” is mani-
fest to every one diligently reading and re-
flecting on the oracies of God. From its
very nature, it cannot be a mere human
organization or society. For then it conld
have but human claims and human sanctions.
“If you or I,"" observes Bishop Green in the
admirable sermon under review, * were to es-
tablish a society for our own benefit, and
that of our neighbours, however well it might
be adapted to the end in view, we could
¢laim for it no authority or binding force
beyond what our own will and acts could give
it. Neither this neighbour nor that would
be morally and penally bound to enter it or
to remain in longer than he pleased. Nay I
will go farther and say, “ If an angel from
heaven—if the highest Archangel were, by
his own commanded act to organize such a
gociety, and imperatively require me to enter
it, I would ‘question his demand. Not, so
* * * with that Church or Heaven-ap-
pointed society, * built upon the foundation
of the Apostles and' Prophets, Jesus Christ
bhimself the chief corner stove.” Its claims
are justjas they are obligatory, and too solemn
to be set aside by any consideration of mere |
convenience, interest or expediency. It con-
tains within it the power of God * the salva-
tionof men.”

The remarks are just. If the Church were
of human iostitution, it would be a creature
of man, and like all such works of man, subject
to chauge decay, and dissolution. But man
did not, and could not, found the Church,
If the Church in one of her elements, be, as
St. Paul asserts, ‘‘the fullness of God “how
could man found that fullness ? If ghe be,
as is expressly affirmed, “ the body of Christ,”
bow could man create that body? The
Church as blood-bought, rock-founded, God-
inhabited, cleansed and sanctified by the re-
deemer “with the washing of water by the
word,” has an origin, has powers, and sanc-
tions far "other than human. She appeats
before us—human and divine.

Where is this institution? What its
powers characters, authority? These are
questions which force themselves on the
attention of intelligent men, and willnot be put
by ; questions before the legitimate answer
to which man-made societies tremble * ard
grow pale ; questions they would avoid, (but
the attempt is vain,) as matters of little mo-
ment. They take the name of their, founder
some mere unanspired man, and are, as it were,
but of yesterday. -

In regard to these all-absorbing questions,
information is eagerly sought by many candid
and earnest minds who felt the insecurity of
their present position and long for something
moreadapted to their spiritual wants. From
such Bishop Green's sermon will receive a
hearty welcome. Plain, sensible, and con-
clusive, it opens for them the right path of
investigation. = He has chosen for his text
these last and ‘striking words of our blessed
Lord :

*And Jesus came and speak unto them
#aying, All power is given unto mein Heaven
and iu Earth, ' Go ye therefore, and teach
all pations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost
teaching them to observe all things whatsoeve
I have commanded you; and Lo, I am wit

you alway even unto the end of the world.”—
Matthew xxviii. 18, 19, 20th.

fter an elabefate discussion of “ the cir-
Cumstances which attended and preceded
the occasion of ‘the text, he finds that
twWo great truths unquestionably follow :
“First that the Church is a positive institu-
tion of God, intended for the benefit of all and
binding in its requirements upon all ; and se-
condly, that it is a corporate body, or a divinely
constituted society, whieh like every other
society, has its appropriate officers, a com-
mon seal and full power to perpetuate itself
to the endof time.” Both these propositions
he still farther proceeds to sustain and illus-
trate.

“ By a posilive institution, I mean some-
thing which God himself has commanded
to be done,—which has no intrinsic excel-
lency or virtue in itself independent of hig
command,~which noman may dispense with
either in whole orin part,—and which, under
possible circumstances, all are bound to re-
ceive orabide by. And “are not these the
leading traits or distinguishing features of the
Church of Christ? Was it not as we have
just seen, established by the fiat of Him who
made all worlds?”> Was it not his own
month that delivered the great commission,
“Go ye and disciple all nations?””  ‘Wasitmot
this his own power that he bestowed upon
his few and faint-hearted Apostles? And
Wwas 1t not his own grace that he imparted to
the ordinances they were commanded 1o ad-
inister? ‘What authonity had the eleven to
establish and govern the Church beyond that
which they had received from Him? And
who would venture to usurp their authority ?
What virtue was there in the simple rite of
baptism to bring the penitent soul into filia]
relationship with God, except what his own
appointment had given it? None. Who
then, brethren, dare make light of this ap-
pointment, or withhold himself from its ob-
servance; when Almighty God himself has
80 plainly enjoined it?

¢ That this Positive Institution of God is
intended for the benefit of all, is apparent
from the very words of the commission, ¢ Go
ve and teach all nations.” And from these
very words also flows the obligation of all; of
every kindred and people and tongue, to ob-
serve it. Forif the Apostles and their succes-
sors were commanded toreceive “all nations®’
into the Church by the sacrament of baptism
then is it the unavoidable, indispensable duty
of all to be baptized at their hands, where
such baptism can be obtained.

“ And that the Church of Christ is justly
entitled to be styled a divinely corporate body,
or regulasly constituted Society, who is there
present that will deny? The usualincidents
or Tequirements in every well organized
Society or Corporation, of civilized lands, are
these :—Ist, That they shall institute by
lawful authority ; 2nd, That they shall be
distinguished by a common seal; 3rd, That
they shall possess officers of every degree ;
and 4th, That they shall have the power of
perpetuating themselves 1o the very end of
their charter.

““Now in all these things the Church justly
claims to be a corporate body, a regular
visible society, not a mere ¢ aggregation of
individuals, with each standing alone before
his God.” By what authority did the Apos-
tles first enter upon. their mission, 1f not by
his who said with hisown lips, “Go ye, and
teach all nations 2 ' And what was the seal
or impress which they were commanded to
stamp upon all their works? Was it not
water, applied in the name of Father Son and
Holy Ghost? - And has not the Church from
its first organization possessed officers of
various degrees, from the lowly Deacon who
serves tables up to the Apostle or Bishop who
ordains, aad presides over the inferiororders ?
And once more, who, I may ask, will ques-
tion that the Chureh possessed the power of
perpetuating her existence from age to age ;
or doubt that she was thus intended to
endure 1 the face of that blessed assurance
given to her chief officers in the very hour
of her birth, ¢ Lo T am with you always, even
unto the end of the world ?”” If the Church

was instituted, as all will admit, for thepur- |
pose of bringing sinners back to God, and of |
building up believers unto faith, then is it
reasonable to believe that its Divine Charter
will never be repealed as long as sinners or
saints are to be found on the earth; or the
earth itself 1s withheld from the fires of the
last day.
(To be continued)

Advertigements.
J. P. CLARKE, Musr. Bac. K. C.
PROFESSOR OF THE PIANO-FORTE,

SINGING AND GUITAR,

Residence, Shuter Street.
Toronto, May 7, 1851. 41-1ly

MONSIURE E. COULON.
Professor of French- from Paris,

HAS the honour to announce to the public

that he will give Lessons in the French

Language, both Private and in Schools.
REFERENCES.

Dr. Ryerson, Chief Superintendent of Schoolsr
Bay Street; George Duggan, Jr., Esq., Corne
of Adelaide and Shepherd Streets, where the
Advertiser resides,

Toronto Nov., 25, 1852. 17-8in

WILLIAM HODGINS,

ARCHITECT and CIVIL ENGINEER,

LONDON, CANADA WEST.
February, 1852.

DR. BOVELL,

John Street, near St. George's Church,
TORONTO.
Toronto, January 7th 1852,

JOHN CRAIG,
GLASS STAINER,
Flag, Banner, and Ornamental Painter
HOUSE PAINTING, GRAINING, &c., &e.

No. 7, Waterloo Buildings, Toronto.
September 4th, 1851.

T. BILTON,
MERCHANT TAILOR,
No. 2, Wellington Buildings,

King street Toronto.
Toronto, February, 1852.
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MR. CHARLES MAGRATH.
Barrister, Attorney, &c. &e,

A )YFFICE: Corner of Churchand Colborne

Streets, opposite the side entrance to Bramrp's

MR. 8. J. STRATFORD,
SURGEON AND OCULIST,

Church Street, above Queen Sireet, Toronto

The Toronto Disp y, for Di of +the
EYE. in rear of the same. :

Toronto, January 13th, 1837,

W. MORRISON,
Watch Maker and Manufacturing Jeweler,
SILVER SMITH, &c.
No. 9, KING STREET WEST, TORONTO.
NEAT and good assortment of Jewellery,
Watches, Clocks, &c. Spectacles, Jewellery

and Watches of all kinds made and repaired to order.
€& Utmost value given for old Gold and Silver.

Hotel.

.

Torontq, Jan. 28, 1847. : i)
HERBERT MORTIMER
BROKER )

House, Land and General Agent,

No. 80, KING STREET EAST, TORONTO,
(Opposite St. James's Chur ch.)

Rererence kindly permitted to J. Cameron, Esq.. T. G.
Ridout, Esq., Jas. Browne, Esq., W. McMaster. Esq., P,
Paterson, Esq., Messrs. J. C. Beckett & Co., Bowes& Hall,
grawfor'd & & garty, Ridout Brothers&(Co., Ross, Mitchell

o.

Twenty years’ Debentures constantly.on Sale.at a liberal
discount. . Bif
-t

Toronto, October 1st, 1852.

DYEING AND SCOURING.
62, King Street West, Toronto.

DAVID SMITH,

FROM SCOTLAND.

EVERY description of Ladies’ and Gen-
tlemens’ wearing apparel, Mbreen and Damask,
Bed and Window Hangings, Table Cloths of all kinds,
cleaned aud dyed. Hearth rugs and Carpets cleaned. Silks
dyed and watered ; Velvet and Satin dresses restored to
their original ‘beuuty. Cashmere and Plaid Shawls and
Dresses cleaned in a superior mabier, Straw B

MR. JULES HECHT,

(Pupil of the Conservative, Brussels, and Member of the
Sacyed Music Society, Frankford on the Main.)

EGS respectfully to announce, that he is

prepared to resume his instructions in English,
French, Italiun, or German Vocal Music, with Piano ac-
companyment.

Applications left with Messrs. A. & S. Nordheimer, witl
receive prompt attention.

Toronto, September 4th, 1851,

MR. WILLIAM HAY,
Architeet, Civil ngineer, and Surveyor,
No. 18, King Street, Toronto.

1 EFERENCES permitted to the Hon. and
Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Toron-
to, the Rev. John McCaul, LL. D., FPresident ot
the University of Toronto—the Rev. H. J. Grasett,
M. A., Rector of Toronto—the Rev. 1. S. Ken-
uedy, Secretary to the Church Society, Toronto,
and the Rev. R. J. Macgeorge, of Streetsville,
Toronto, Oct. 14th, 1852, 11-2m

BAPT.ST ARGUMENTS REVIEWED.

THE Subscriber begs to inform the Clergy
that that useful little Tract intitled * | opt
LAR BaprisT ARGUMENTS REviEwED,” by the
Rev. Jas. T. Lewis, B. A., which appearved a
short time since in successive numbers of the
Canadian Churchman, has been re-printed andis
for Sale at the Church Depository.

PricE.—3s. per Dozen, or 29s. per Hundred,

HENRY ROWSELL,
Bookseller and Stationer,
8 Wellington Buildings, King Street.
Toronto, Dec. 9th, 1852. 19-tf

CARD.

MR. R. G. PAIGE,
TEACHER of Italian and English Singing
Piano Forte and Organ, &ec., having be

come resident in Toronto, will be bhappy teo
receive application for tuition in the above
branches of Musical Education.

Residence, No. 62, Church Street.

Toronto, 28th July, 1852.
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AYER’S CHERRY PECTORAL.

For the Cure of Coughs, Colds, Horsemess, Bromchilis,
Whooping- Cough, Croup, Asthma, and Consumption.

In offering to the community this justly celebrated
remedy for diseases of the throat and lungs, it is not our
wish to trifle with the lives or health of the afilicted, but
frankly to lay before them the opinions of distinguish:d
men and some of the evidences of its success, from whi th
they can judge for themselves. We sincerely pledge our-
selves to make no wild asssrtions or false statements of its
efficacy, nor will we hold out any hope to suffering huma-
nity which facts wiil not werrant.

Many proofs are here given, and we solicit an inquiry
from the public into all we publish, feeling assured they
will find them perfectly reliable, and the medicine wortly
their best confidence and patronage.

From the distinguished Professor of Chemistry and
Materia Medica, Bowdoin College.

Dear Sir: 1delayed answering the receipt.of your pre~
paration, until T had an oppertunity of witnessing its ef-
fects in my own family, or'in the families of ‘my friends.
This 1 have now done with a high degree of satisfaction,
1n cases of both adults and ehildren.

I have found it, as its ingredients show, a powerful
remedy for ¢olds, and coughs, and pul di 8.
PARKER CLEAVELAND, M'D.
BRUNSWICK, Mg., Feb. 5. 1847.

LoweLy, Aug. 10, 1849.
Dr. J. C. Ayer: I have been cured of the worst cough
ever had in my life, by your ** CHERRY PECTORAL,” and
never fail, when 1 have an opportunity, of recommending
it to others.

Yours respectfully,

S. D. EMERSON,
355~ Read the following, and see if this medicine is worth
atrial. This patient had become very feeble, and the effcte
¢ fthe medicine was unmistakeably distinet : —

Untrep STaTes HOTEL, SARATOGA SPRInGs,
July 5, 1849,

Dr. J. C. Ayer,—Sir: I have been afflicted with a pain-

ful affection of the lungs, and all the symptoms of settled
consumptio.., for more than a year. I could find no medi-
cine that would reach my case, until I commenced the use
of your *“ CHerRry PrcToRaAL,” which gave me gradual
relief, and I have been steadily gaining my strength till my
health is well nigh restored.
While using your medicine, I had the gratification of
curing with it my reverend friend, Mr. Truman,of Sumpter
Distriet, who bad been suspended from his parochial duties
by a-severe attack of bronchitis.

1 have the pleasure in certifying these facts to you,

"And am, sir, yours respectfully.
J.F. CALHOUN, of 8. Carolina.
CugsTeg, Pa., Aug. 22, 1846.
J. C. Ayer,—S8ir: I was taken with a terrible cough
brought on by a cold, in thie beginning of last February,
and was confined to my bed more than two months.
Coughing incessantly night and day, I became ghast]y and
pale, my eyes were sunken-and glassy, and my breath very
short. Indeed, I was rapidly failing, and in such distress
for breath, that but little hope of my recovery could be
entertained. While in this situation, a friend of mine, (tke
Rev. John Leller, of the Methodist church) brought me a
bottle of your CuerrY PreToRAL, which ¥ tried more to
gratify him, than from any expectation or ebtaining relief.
Its good effect induced me to continue its use, and I soon
found my health much improved. Now in three months*
Tam well and strong, and can attribute my cure only to
your great medicine. i
With the deepest gratitude, yours, ec.
JAMES GODFEY.

Prepared aud sold by James C. Ayer, Practical Chemis
Lower, Mass.

Sold in Toronto by Lyman Brother & Co., in Hamilton
Hamilton & K

; l:nmwu.—.l. Shaw, J. McMurrich,and Walter Mac-
farlane, Esquires.

by haw ; in Kingston by E. W. Palmer;
in Montreal by Lyman & Co.,; in Quebec by Joseph
Bowles, and by the Druggists everywhere throughout the
Provinces and United States.

Toronto, March 9th, 1852. 32:tf

Toronto, March 9th, 1853




