
T1RE WtSTËRN CHURCHMAN

'Ire offi<-ciaiiy connlceted w'th anti responsible for thc wîork
or ihe choir, Ia se" to it soieinnily tilat they, iliîselves arc
doing thteir umuîot ta tùster and illustrate tis noblc ain.
Iitioli.

Let the clergy be espuuÂlliy deterinined 'hat none but
the upîl.ghlt anîd worthy are adînitted ta t I e ranks ot their
chloil-, so tihai. if îhtey cannot obiain thrst whio b>' heredi-
ty or educatioii andu byiiipthvi are churchinen and coin-
înluîîîcalits, tlîînr inien and 1)6)ys ire at least blanmeless iii
clina t er, repti.îtioîî aud conduct. Let tlieni, wlîether
CauîIutItty înusiic.al or uit, attend the~ choir practices in
order ta stijnuLate reverelîce, and so check, by prccept
and exinipie, ail that is unsecnily iii the Hanse of God,
and also ta cncourage, iii every way, the efforts of thoe
choir towards greater proticienc>' iii their work of praisiîîg
God.

l'et aur choir mnasters, upon îvhon so inuch dcpcnds,
and wlio frcqueitiy-too frequcutlv, as 1 would humbiy
stiggest-liold iii addition the office of organist ; let thiein
sce to i. tliat tie church mnusic, wiiicli they hlave ta select
and lierforin, is in every rcsliect the very best that can bc
produced ; that the choir, mnen and boys, are thoroughily
traitied and practised, not only iu the proper inethod of
voice production and culture, and in the general theory
and practice of music, but ini every single part of the
cliurcih service, sa tiîat tlicy, as a niatter of conscience aiîd
principle, vigorôîisly refrain froni puttiug off tlîe choir with
that hideous anîd iiniserable farce of meeting iii the vcstry
or 1 ractice-rool for ane nighit in the wcek, in which the
whle proccedin-s seldoin vxtend beyoild the hiaîf-hour,
beîng, late begun and as quicki y as possible ended, iii order
t0 betakc one's-sclf to a more caugenial spîmere or more at-
tractive appoiniiint, and whichi consists in that rapid,
jaunty, carcless mun through the Sunday chants and hynîn
tunes îvhich is considered sufficient preparatiomi for sing-
ing in Uic )reseilce of the Most 111gb. Suchi a :hiîîg ais
thus cannot bc digîîified ivith the naine -of a practice, and
thet iievitabie anîd awfui remuit of sucit disgraceful indiffer-
ence and îîegiect is tient sioveniy, biundering and hlating
rendering of the Divinîe service, which is possitively an in-
suit ta tic majesty of God.

Let' Uic orgailist, perhaps thi most responsibie of ail
choir officiais, aud wîilli the power certainly ta niakze or
inar a service, also sec that lie is truly wiîat lie professes to
be, doubtiess, a coîlîpetelît niusician-one whlo, with full
kiiowledge of ]lis noble craft iii ail its branches, knows howv,
with ouît bhtinder, noise, conceit and selfîsiiness, to accoiii-
pauy the service, and tiîat ini a reverent devotional, and in-
telligent spirit, -vlîich would never seek to inake the service
iii Cod's House a înediuni,for the exhibition of his powers
of executtion, or of the extent of his theoretical or practical
knowiedge, and wli would recol iii horror frai the
thouglt f pandering iu any way ta tic ignorant or de"
praved tastes of those who caît appreciate as music for the
church the productions of the thecatre, op>era, concert halls
or drawing rooîn, or the worthless effusions of 'fiftli-rate
conîposers.

And let caci individtial elînrister, oid and i youug, also
la>' to hecart St. Pàtil's iiijîiwttioi (o tiue Ch'iristi.tmîs of
Colosse ' Sinigilig wîtlî grace ini aur heart% ta the Lord.
Let Luis suplertitturail mîlative p)ertileatte eser) iikpa-rtiieiit of
otîr choir work. As singcrs 1 ta tic Lord ' let us iii the
clîoir-vestry, as înutch a portion of God's lloube as iny
otiier p)art of thie building, be filled îvîtl tliat sense of
soleîîîn rcvercilce and< responiiiltv nuhit Il inutst clîcck tie
triflisig and playing, the lwid taik iîpon tolii s toi.îliy allien
ta the place adl occaioQn, the 1)11511e, colifuiuuý atît noise
attendant uploiî Lime carciebs garbilig Ur out dttiiîltive "est-
nients, wich sa ofteîî mnail, utit.tseuîbflng aîd, robintg for
Divine Service, and whîvli are so uniseînl%

Let us, before takimîg aur places, seize thie ouîportuuity of
cailectiîîg aîîd settling aur thouaitîs so that iii ail 'sincerity
we inay chant aur Ainens-so inay il. bc-to tue prepara-
tory vestry prayer for cle.sîniig anmd puirificatîion. %%Iitii
reverent mien let eachi aile lîracet froni ves;try ta (:hoir
and there iii sileîît pîrayer agaili itivoke tie blessimg of Gati
upon flueir labo.s, so th.a theŽ ' 0 Lordl, oipen TIhoau our
lips,' îvith ils response, ' Anti aur iiîaîtii shahl show forth
Thy praise,' îîîay be no ieaiîmgless thioîîgli inmiiual cx-
pressions ta commtience tic choral portions of thc service,
but earnest prayer inî ordered Jîarnioîîiouis soîîîîd for hee.iîi-
iy aid and grace.

And with tic thaîit befure ils that %Nc arc: ' bingers ta
the Lord,' let tiiere be none of <liat uncoutlî, iiuîelligible,
senseless; gabbiîîg or mnotanaus drag anud drawl vhîich so
ofteîî îiar aur service of song-noaîc of thit circess, ir-
reverent attitude or behaivru, the 1pLi> iîîg, laugiiig or
taiking sa cnin aîîîoîg sainîe of aur > otîtger chioristers,
ail of whiiclî ouglît on every occasiont iii tic Ilouse of Goti
ta fill aur iiiinds aud mark aur autîvard departivient.

As singers to tue Lord anîd îlot uxîder incii, let there be
none of tiîat desultory and irregular attcîmdace bath ait Ilic
choir practices anîd cliurch services wlîiclî is fatal ta the cf-
ficiency of amîy choir, lîowuver îîrofmcicîît iiidiî idxîa-lly
its menibers niay be, or i)eriîaps coilsider ilieiscl'cs ta be.
For it is offly by constant, regular, liard pracrice togcther
tlîat %ve cal as a choir 'sing andi give praise ii thte best
niembers dhit Nve liive,' amît uiîîess tlîis iiîost vital and ini-
portanît part af their work is sa fir a> pasbible loyally anîd
cheerfülly carricti out b>' ce-e' choristr, WC cainîa hluauor
God ivitti aur offerinig of l)raisc, whici 'viii rallier prove ail
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