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and Che way in <whidh he did hla work 
are simple matters of record In the early 
chapters of 2 Kings. These are full of In
teresting stories, but of them I 
here treat.

The present study Is pre-eminently suit- 
for a oonsecration service. The older 

generation is passing away; the younger 
one must take its place. How can tee as
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ecessary than
government pro- . .

must then be borrowed, and young men and women best serve our 
bt is incurred. On this, of fellowsf This is the question I advise 

st be paid. As long as you to study, and a solution Is found in 
debt is kept within rea- our Scripture lesson. The narrative is 

s no objection can properly simple and plain. Any reader can easily 
It. When it becomes too large, grasp It. But a study of verse nine will 

the credit of the country falls, and the suggest the answer to 
burdens of taxation are heavy on the peo- tion above, and with it let us 

cern ourselvee.
To meet the interest on the debt, to Note Elijah’s question, "What 

the ordinary expenses of government, do for thee . . . . It Is
provide for the maintenance of the human and kind. And Ellen 

version soon gained a very various public Interests, a revenue must stands the deep meaning }**»¥•?■.
Ion, even°though It was only be assured. Hence we have the Customs o der prophet

In manuscript form. Its cost was very duties, with which we are all more or less 6: orocess in hi
grea't. and this limited its possession to familiar The government imposes a ta but with the same great end in view,

rich; but tho.e who paid EH.h„ «cognlge. that he cannot give out
given for permlraion to read by the Importera, but eventually the peo- as Elijah, had ”nj^,4*thU cm-

a copy an hour a day for a specified P>e must meet It by the increased cost nioneer prophet. Hence his
period, the readers often copying out of the articles in question when they p ir- double portion of thy
parts of special Interest. And this again chase them. So. though the Dominion request Let a double portion or tny

to see how the Christians of government places no direct tax on the peo- g**11 Th to downot Mjpiy
ose days prized their Scriptures, espe- pie. indirectly the people provide the . . . fitted for
ally when we remember that it was at government's regular Income. One of the • same precise pattern ; but

risk that such study was carried long-standing subjects of political strife thai un.„B9 the spirit of
he readers of this book were often la this one of the tariff. It Is the supreme actuated and controlled Elisha In

burned at the stake, with copies tied question of Canada at this present time J . younger man knew he
about their necks Parents were exe- in the Reciprocity question, and to settle • herein is a great lessoncuted for teaching their children the Ten it a general election will have been held JJJJJJJL. to-day
Commandments and the Lord’s Prayer in the very week we are studying this topic for the youth of Method sm today
English. Husbands were compelled to in our meetings. As a result of the elec ^'0£the£ W Tacking
witness against their wives. " Children tlons all our young people should have same plan as our fathe» but lacking
were forced to light the death-fires of some clear conviction on the matter, JJelr T.tw/^ln devise will avail’ Is
their parents. Possessors of the banned though we fear that, as at all other elec- JJ*1 nMh?faÂJrs die Una within
Wycllffe Bible were hunted- down as if tlons. there are other side-issues dragged the :«gMtof thei fathers dwell ng witnm

were wild beasts." These are some In to becloud the one main question, and and Impelling their children in m«iern
ngs it cost in those days to simply win the political game. ïrïïllatton ol methïd !r plîn l!
Book, whdeh is now so much In addition to the revenue derived from organization, or J^îîîds our most

ected even by professing Christians, a tax on importations, the government re-
people by the thousands ran the risk ceives a large sum of money every year Preyerrmiconsmerauon.

of losing their lives that they might learn from what are called Excise Duties, taxes 8
its precious truths. leviéd on all tobacco and liquor menu- caiJ ®8U)i

factored in Canada. ana
When Parliament meets, one of the most De8t

Taxing and Our Banking Institu-' toUorlM1 IUm. of butiMi.
nance Minister s statement, whl 

tions ed the Budget, and which giv
Topic for September 24. mated expenditures for the year, and

the proposed way of providing for them.
„ . , This Is of general public interest, because

J!S»”K5s Mr tSioo! "Canadlan Clv- It affects everybody .In the country to 
Consult also "Canadian Cltlsenshlp" (Mil- greater or less degree.

lar) chapters H and 16.
Suggested Scripture lesson for meeting- 

Prov. 16: 8-20.

°lnexpenses become. Not o 
tenance of public works 

tments, but in the 
increase and mul

made for scholars or noblemen, and the 
style suited those for whom he wrote—
"plain, vigorous, homely, and yet with depar 
all its homeliness, full of a solemn grace that 
and dignity, which made men feel th 

were reading no ordinary book." 
translation “provided an easy en-

Itiply
are opened up, great 
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need not
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red by both maintenance aThis
trance into the secrets of the 
Word for all who could read: and gave 
uneducated preachers and teachers an un- 

Ing source of divine truth to set 
fore those who could not read it 
themeelves. Wycliffe’s work, and that of 
his co-laborers, had indelibly stamped 
itself on our present-day Bible." Many 
of the best-known expressions of our 
English Bible originated with him: "the 
beam and the mote"; "the depe things Pie. 
of God"; “strait Is the gate and narrow 
is the way"; “enter thou Into the joy of 
thy Lord."
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life oi service to his fellows, 
he grasps the essential truth that the 
gift he could Impart to them was a 

Is the Fi- practical exposition in all his work of 
lch is call- Elijah's spirit. This Is 
>s the estl- important lesson for u The best service 

we can render our church, our country, 
generation, is to possess l 
ts and show forth in ell

one all-the 
e b

in our own 
our daily

activities the dominant spirit of the 
fathers.

What was this "spirit" of Elijah which 
Elisha longed to possess In large measure? 
I cannot make full Inventory of it, but 
three elements in It seem clear:

1. It was the spirit of prophecy to 
teach. That was his supreme busln 
Is it not ours also? Every leaguer 
should seek the ability to instruct In the 
highest possible ways of life all with 
whom he holds dally Intercourse. In our 
days we mav exalt the pedagogue at the 
expense of the prophet. By that I mean 
to impress the absolute need of inward

wledge, clear vision, spiritual passion, 
and whatever else holds the teacher in 
the strong grip of deep, abiding, personal 
conviction of the essential truths of 
righteousness. The teacher must know, 
and know he knows, if he is to speak 
with force and move others towards the 
goal of all his efforts. Elijah knew God 
as no other man of his day did. Elisha 
realizes that he, too, must have such 
knowledge. Hence his request. A simi
lar one should be In the heart and on the 
lips of every teacher and leader among 
our young people still. Let the spirit of 
the prophet rest upon us. that we may 
speak the truths of God with the authority 
that only cornea from personal knowledge 
of His mind and will.

2. It was the spirit of
It was not an easy tas

N.B.—'There will be found in this paper 
an admirable article from the pen of Rev. 
Elwood Lawson on "The Relation of the 

m , Christian Man to the State." This should
Ici" tKîor Smlï Sx question.. À. be carefully read by all our young pao- 
leader of the meeting, you can, perhaps, pie who desire to become true citizens, 
do no better than to put these same ques- and its presentation by some good reader S"K, '."SU'i'.Æ *» the meeting I, suggested. DO »t over-
are (1) Why should a nation not go deeply look it.
Into debt? (2) How does the Dominion ob
tain Its revenue? (8) What are some of 
the annual Items of expenditure? <4i What are "customs duties"? (6) What Is a "pro- 
tectl e tariff"? (6) What Is the budget?
These are all treated In the chapter headed 
"Taxation" A brief consideration of each 
question In order will constitute a good 
strong first part to your programme , .e 
second part might well be made less for
mal. and be conducted as a friendly com
petition. Divide your audience as equltn-
E,y "or”'5'-Il„xvMie;-^i0«as; »—• - ki"» =: «-»•

silver half-dollar, or even a common 
I.et them examine the specimen, 
r It Is, for five full minutes, and 
om memory only, write down on

slips of paper as many things as they can 19-21, for an account of the commi
sKSs—»°»,,he,r„„„what you do not know of even the most communion of these two men was no one 
common pieces of currency you are hand- can describe In detail; but the 
ling every day.—Ed.) man had doubt learnt

things from the elder prophet.
And now Elijah's work Is closing, and 

a successor uiust be chosen to take his 
place as the recognized mouthpiece of 
Jehovah. How Elisha became such
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wbateve Elisha had been associated with Elijah 
for several years. Read 1 Kings 19:
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