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} THE N. T. R. CRIME.

The report of the commission of
}‘Nhlry. appointed to probe the con-
{struction of the N. T. R. was produced
/in the House of Commons yesterday
mfternoon, and is published elsewhere
in this issue. When the report was
luid on-the table there was no debate,
but that will come 1n a few days.
Then the public may expect to be let
in on the details of one of the most
disgraceful scandals that Canada has
kuown for years.

While the report is very lengthy
jand the revelations it contains are
’(onﬂned chiefly to evidence that mon-
ey was wasted through incompetence
’and graft, the graft charges are not
{mggressively brought out, on the con-
{trary the document is much in the
ature of a judicial finding, such as
n is intended to be. There is, how-
ever, no necessity for color, as the
bare details of the shameful business
4n themselves are sufficiently incrimi.
/nating to cause the once great Liberal
iparty to stand condemned and dis-
credited before the country

Judging from the report, the whole
;matter of the construction of the
“Transcontinental Rallway was carried
on in the most delightfully haphazard
fashion. Until the appointment of
Major Leonard, the commlssion in¢
charge of this important work did not
number among its members one man
who had technical knowledge of rail-
way construction or operation. This
being the case, it is not difficult to
see how they might easily fall prey
to the spoilsmen and the grafters,
even if thelr intentions were of the
best, and it is not on record that they
were in the least troubled by scruples
of conscience.

It will be remembered that Hon. W,
S. Fielding, when minister of finance
in the Laurler administration estimat.
od the cost of the Grand Trunk Pacific
construction at $61415,000. This estl-
mate was in reply to questions in the
House of Commons. In spite of this
the commission has found that without
allowance for interest am_i other
charges, the actual cost of the con-
struction of the road was $161,300,000
{As the Grand Trunk Pacific
Company will not take the road
over or pay interest on the cost of
construction until the year 1922, it can
e estimated how much more appal-
ling than the figures quoted the actual
cost to the Canada will be. Allowing
for the interest up to the year when
the Grand Trunk Pacific will asume
it, the cost to the country figures
out, according to the report, at $234,-|
651,521, Either by this estimate or
Vby the figures as compiled irrespec-
tive of interest, one is at once im-
pressed with the idea that Hon. Mr.
Fielding spoke without knowledge, or
else he was most woefully misled by
those who should have known. Com-
iing to concrete examples of graft and
\ rake-off, the most glaring is that of the
(firm of M. P. & J. T. Davies, of Ottawa.
This firm was awarded contracts on
sections 16 and 17. North of Lake
i Nipegon, and under the terms of their
(contract, speed of construction was
\regarded as so important and neces-
.sary that the transcontinental commis-
gion, on which we have seen there
(were no experts, allowed very high
{prices for the work. As a means of
~earning the higher price the work
“was supposed to have been completed
with all possible speed. When the
.contracts were awarded the sections
jon which the Davis firm was to work
,were inaccessible, except by the very
' expensive expedient of tote roads, but
they meglected all provisions of their
(contract, entirely without penalty be-
\ing exacted, and delayed the work
until contracts on etther side of their
sections had progressed to a point
{ which made it much easler and much
| cheaper for them to proceed. Even
‘then they did nothing, as far as effec.
{tive construction was concerned, and
finally, after the disgrace of thé affair
had become flagrant they were Induced
to assign the contract to the firm of
(O'Bﬁu. O’Gorman and McDougall, of
{Montreal. They, however, retained a
{ten per cent. rakeoff as the price of
their assignment and thus, while the
| work was done by the Montreal con-
| cern, these enterprising Ottawa gentle.
men, evidently with friends at court,

!raked off $740,000, and they did mot
"‘tnrnn:ﬂ-"tomlt ‘There are
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any member of the Laurier govern-
ment, chosen representatives of the
“Party of Purity” raised a volce in
protest. The looting of the public
chest was allowed to go on unmolested.
As will be seen, thie report deals,
in some detail, with the work on the
Chipman grade and the Little Salmon
River viaduct. In each case there
was a criminal waste of money, but
no prosecutions followed.

Careful perusal of the really remark-
able document laid before the House
of Commons yesterday will show that
the whole transaction was a most
reprehensible one, that the Laurier
government assumed a great respon-
sibility, not only through the accept-
ance of plans that provided for a
road much more expensive than the
necessities of the case called for, but
permitting their friends to benefit to
a vast extent while the people of
Canada could do nothing but pay the
bills and look pleasant. They are
still paying them, and will continue to
do so for many years to come. Long
after the perpetrators of the National
Transcontinental crime have passed
to their reward Canada will have a
legacy from them in the form of an
enormous debt, incurred through in-
competence, laxity or Truly
the Canadian people were wise when
they decided to entrust the reins of
government to an administration that
above all its other qualities is simply
and markedly honest.

worse.

TAX REFORM SYSTEMS

The reforms that are taking place
in regard to taxation systems have
been many and the end is not yet.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is one of
the first two cities in the United Sta-
tes to cut the tax rate on buildings
to a point radically lower than the tax
on land.

The movement for this reform,
the Toronto World,
stimulated by the report issued by the
Board of Trade Department of the
British government on the cost of liv-

sayvs
was markedly

ing in the United States since it show-
ed that workmen in Pittsburg paid
higher rents than in competing cities.
These rents were higher by nineteen
per cent. than in Philadelphia; by for
ty-seven per cent. over Cleveland, and
by seventy-five per cent. over Balti-
more. Further enquiry showed that

Pittsburg manufacturers were paying
from sixty cents to $1 per square |

foot per year for floor space, \\m!u
space in competing interior Pennsyl-|
canian cities could be had for from

twenty to thirty cents. These figures
are given by Mr. Allen T. Burns, sec-
retary of the Pittsburg Civic Com-
mission. Further in his economic sur-
vey of the city for 1912, Professor J.
T. Holdsworth flgured that the aver
age value of land per acre in Pitts-
burg was $19,000, a trifle less than in
New York, but higher than in any of
the other ten largest citles of the
United States.

These were the data which caused
the Civic Commission, the Real Estate
Dealers’ Association and the Pittsburg
Board of Trade to join in a tax cam-
paign, which, as they held, would se-
cure three results: Better houses for
working men at lower rents; relief of
manufacturers and other enterprises
from prohibitive prices for land need-
ed for building and expansion; lower
taxes as an inducement for develop-
ing the city and its industries. For a
generation Pittsburg had suffered
from a tax system which put a premi-
um on holding land for speculative
purposes. The holdings of old estates
were classed as agricultural land and
paid only one-half the rate charged
against office buildings and working
men's homes. In 1911 the legislature
wiped out the old inequalities and in
1913 it went further and gave the ad-
vantage to the man who improves his
real estate. This latter act fixes the
tax rate on all buildings at one-half
the rate on land. The change will,
however, be made gradually over a
term of twelve years.

e — S ———

THE BEGINNING OF THE END.

Nova Scotia has spoken with no un-

election in Victoria County, yesterday,
may well send a ‘shiver down the
political spine of Premier Murray and
the whole federal organization in the
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to drive off pedsons cutting timber
on the disputed territory as an inva-
sion of Her Majesty’s dominins. Two
days before Rufus Mecintyre, land
agent for Maine, and two others sent
to drive trespassers from the disput-
ed forest land, were taken as prison-
ars to F‘redorlcwn. but were soon re-
leased by onder of the Governor. Gov-
ernor Fairfleld of Maine, replied to Sir
John Harvey's proclamation by call-
ing out 10,000 troops for active ser-
vice. For days thereafter it seemed
that the United States and Great Brit-
ain were to be plunged into a third
war, Many American leaders, includ-
ing the eloguent Daniel Waebster,
clamored for war. New Brunswick
was equally aroused and regiments,
artillery and volunteers flocked to the
front, while Nova Scotia promised all
her militia and $500,000, and the Can-
ada’s offered substantial aid in money
and men. President Van Buren was
not of the war party, however, and
he sent General Winfleld Scott to con-
fer with Sir John Harvey. A tempor
ary peace was patched up, on the ba-
sis of a joint occupancy of the terri-
tory in dispute, and in 1842 the mat-
ter was settled by arbitration.

THE HUMAN PROCESSION

————
“FRIDAY, THE THIRTEENTH
COMES THREE TIMES IN 1914"

This year will be three times as un-
lcky as last, il we are to accept the
“Friday the thirteenth hoodoo” g3 a
tact, for today is the first of three
such combination dates in the 1914

calendar. Next month, and again in
November, the thirteenth will fall on
a Friday. In 1913 there was only one

“Friday, the thirteenth,” in the month
of June. Nothing particularly tragic
occurred on that date, and' an examin-
ation of many thirteenths that fell on
a Friday indicates that that “jinx” is
even more innocuous than other su-
perstitions which people used to wor-
ry about, when there was no real
trouble in sight. For actors, pugilists
and baseball players, Friday, the thir-
teenth and other hoodoos and jinxes
may still serve a useful purpose as
alibis, and to secure publicity. The
common or garden individual will be
unable to extract a single qualm or
thrill out of the fact that today is Fri-
day, the thirteenth. Even for the few
who fear there is the consolation that
a careful perusal of the advertise-
ments in the papers of Friday, the
thirteenth, may result in the discov-
ery of many bargains in the stores on
Saturday, the fourteenth.

“SLAUGHTER OF THE
MACDONALDS"”

The thirteenth of February is a day
of tragic memories for the Macdonald
clan, for it was on that date in 1692
that the terrible Glencoe masacre oc-
curred. The Macdonald’s were a Ja-
cobite clan, the partisans of James II.,
and had not surrendered on the date
set by King Willlam. The story of
| the massacre reads like a contempo-
raneous dispatch from Mexico. Sir
John Dalrymple, afterward Earl of
Stair, was a bitter enemy of the Mac-
donalds, and he obtained a royal de-
cree “to extirpate that set of thieves,”
which the king is supposed to have
signed without reading. The decree
ordered that every man under seven-
ty be slain, and the execution of the
order was entrutsed to a party of 120
soldiers of a Campbell regiment. Un-
der the guise of friendship the soldiers
were hospitably received by the High-
landers on February 13, 1692. At night
the treacherous troops attacked their
hosts, while the latter were asleep,
and began a general masacre. Sixty
men were slain, while the women and
children and the very old men were
turned out naked in a freezing night,
and many of them perished.
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FIRST THINGS

FIRST “FAST MAIL.”

The first fast mail on a railway west
of the Mississippi was run over the
Hannibal and St. Joseph line, a north-
ern Missouri rallroad between Hanni-
bal on the Mississippl and St. Joseph
on the Missourl. This road was com-
pleted fifty-two years ago today, Feb.
13, 1859, and in the following April a
test fast mail run was made. The mails
were then carried overland from St.
Joseph. to Sacramento, and, in order
to get a government contract, it was
necessary to establish a new record
for speed. The locomotive was a crude
affair, burning wood, the rails were
light, and the track was not ballasted.
Add Clark was the engineer, and his
instructions were to make a record
that would stand for fifty years. More-
over, he came near doing it—in fact,
he did do it, so far as that particular
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Willle—Paw, what is discretion?

Paw--Discretion means using the
telephone to tell your wife that you
won't be home until two in the morn-
ing, my son.

Cat
Cynthlc-——"llow do you like my new

Mnrno-—"l think it is ohmnlu. 1
had ome just like it last year.”

Blaming Mother
“My mother made me what I am,”
said the political speaker as he proud-
1y threw out his chest.
“Well,” said & small man at the
rear of the hall, “she must have put

in most of her time at other things,”

Men’s and Women's “McPher
son Highstring Hitch,” $3.50
Skating Boots .... .... $2.78

Boys' esizes .... ...... $2.35
Men’'s Jersey Storm Front $1.65
Overghoes ....... . $1.15

50c. per pair off Mens 1 2 and
4 buckle Jersey Waterproof
Overshoes.

Ladies’ “Cosey” Felt $1.00 and
$1.25 Slippers

every purchase.

f

Come and ask for what you want, and save money on

FRANCIS & VAUGHAN

19 KING STREET

JUST THE WEATHER WE NEEDED TO SELL

Felt Shoes, Overshoes
and Skating Boots

Our February Reduction Sale is Your Opportunity

Added to the splendid assortment of High-Grade Leather
Footwear reduced, we offer you now Overshoes, Felt Shoes,
Skating Boots and Warm Slippers at further reduced prices.

SALE GOODS CASH. NO APPROBATION.

COME FOR BARGAINS.

50c. per pair off Ladies’' and I
Children’s Overshoes.

Aboye Knee Length $1.50 Jer-
sey Leggins, all sizes, .. $1.00

All kinds of Gaiters and Leg-
gins reduced.

Men's, Women's and Children’s
Felt and Leather Sole Wool-
len Slippers, 30c., 45¢. 5S¢,
65¢.
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Every Face
Is Different

When you remember that
no two faces are exactly
alike, you realize the ad-
vantage of having the size
and mounting of your glas-
ses determined by your
individual requirements.

The fact that we have a
workshop in connection
with our optical depart-
ment where each pair of
glasses ordered from us is
made up to suit the dif-
ferences in faces enables
us to give you the pair that
will look best on your face
and give you the greatest
benefit optically.

This is one reason why
our glasses are so satis-
factory.

L L Sharpe & Son,

Jewelers and Opticlans
21 KING STREET, 8T. JOHN, N.B,
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The Best Quality at a Reasonable Price

VERANDA POSTS

s A b €] €0 08 by gy P—

Made of
Douglas
Fir,

6 x 5 Posts
Only $1.60
Each

Buiit Col-
umns, 80

x 10 in, dia,
Only $4.26
each,

Newels
76c. each
Stubs 66¢,
each.

Call, 'Phone
or Write
for Quotations
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Infinitely superior to brands TRY"IT
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FOR————

Gems, Jewelry and Watches

Mlﬂmmmﬂoﬁ'ﬂ“ the largest
range for selection and the Best Values l.bo .OMl-i

When your wants are manifest come and see us.

‘ FERGUSON & PAGE

Diamond Immn KING s"‘m"

The “Ideal”
Electric Water Heater

This heater is pl directly int
the liquid to beheatedlmgecl bzm
in almost any kind of vessel.

Heats water, coffee, tea, milk or any
liquid in no time by a snap of the switch.

NICKEL PLATED
Complete with Silk Cord and Plug.

Price $3.00
T. MCAVITY & SONS, LTD.

13 KING STREET

LOOSE LEAF SUPPLIES

Binders, (all sizes); Spring Holders; Loose Leaf
Price Books; Sheets, ruled and punched to any size
and pattem.

BARNES @€ CO.,
84 Prince William Street

LTD.

Chisie, Woadworking Co,

LIMITED

248 City Road

YOU PAY NO
TUITION FEE

J. E WILSON, LTD.

MANUFACTURERS OF

Every Description
Copper, Cast Iron and Galvanized fron Work
for Buildings a specialty.

17:19 Sydney Street. "Phone M 356
LACE LEATHER

CANADIAN and AMERICAN RAW HIDE and TANNEDy
Both in Sides and Cut

ALSO A COMPLETE STOCK OF

Leather, Balata, Hair and Rubber Belting
D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED

64 Prince Wm. St. ‘Phone M. 1121. St. John, N. B,

Ask Your Grocer for

UNLESS YOU OBTAIN POSITION

It you enter this month for
course in Shorthand or Bookkeep

Write for Information,

The J. R. Currie
Commercial

87 UNION STREET.

'S PORK AND BEANS

GUNNS LIMITED, 674 Main Street

™M 3870

STABILITY

Underwaod Typewnter

The Aristacrat of the Typewriter World
'IHE MACHNE YOU Vlu EVENTUALLY BUY
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