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;V .. VmOn this date in 1888, when the boun

dary dispute between New Bruns
wick and Maine was at a critical 
etag^ Sir John Harvey, the Gover
nor of the Province, issued a procla
mation asserting British rights and 
demanding the withdrawal of Maine 
troops. He regarded the attempt of 
a force of 200 armed men from Maine 
to drive off pedsons cutting timber 
on the disputed territory as an Inva
sion of Her Majesty's domlntns. Two 
days before Rufus McIntyre, land 
agent for Maine, and two others sent 
to drive trespassers from the disput
ed forest land, were taken as prison
ers to Fredericton, but were soon re
leased by order of the Governor. Gov
ernor Fairfield of Maine, replied to Sir 
John Harvey's proclamation by call
ing out 10,000 troops for active ser
vice. For days thereafter It seemed 
that the United States and Great Brit
ain were to be plunged 1» 
war. .Many American lead<
Ingi the eloquent Daniel Webster, 
clamored for war. New Brunswick 
was equally aroused and regiments, 
artillery and volunteers flocked to the 
front, while Nova Scotia promised all 
her militia and 1600,000, and the Can
ada's offered substantial aid in money 
and men. President Van Buren was 
not of the war party, however, and 
he sent General Winfield Scott to con
fer with Sir John Harvey. A tempor
ary peace was patched up, on the ba
sis of a joint occupancy of the terri
tory in dispute!, and in 1842 the mat
ter was settled by arbitration.
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No Time For That
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iany member of the Laurier govern
ment, chosen representatives of the 
"Party of Purity” raised a voice In 
protest Th» looting of the public 
oh est was allowed to go on unmolested.

As will be seen, the report deals. 
In some detail, with the work on the 
Chipman grade and the Little Salmon 
River viaduct. In each case there 
was a criminal waste of money, but 
no prosecutions followed.

Careful perusal of the really remark
able document laid before the House 
of Commons yesterday will show that 
the whole transaction was a most 
reprehensible one, that the Laurier 
government assumed a great respon
sibility, not only through the accept
ance of plans that provided for a 
road much more expensive than the 
necessities of the case called for, but 
permitting their friends to benefit to 
a vast extent while the people of 
Canada could do nothing but pey the 
bills and look pleasant. They are 
still paying them, and will continue to 
do so for many years to come. Long 
after the perpetrators of the National 
Transcontinental crime have passed 
to their reward Canada will have a 
legacy from them in the form of an 
enormous debt, incurred through In
competence, laxity or worse. Truly 
the Canadian people were wise when 
they decided to entrust the reins of 
government to an administration that 
above all Its other qualities is simply 
and markedly honest.

THE N. T. R. CRIME.

The report of the commission of 
■enquiry, appointed to probe the con- 
1st ruction of the N. T. R. was produced 
hi the House of Commons yesterday 
afternoon, and is published elsewhere 
In this Issue. When the report w-as 
laid on the table there was no debate, 
hut that will come In a few days. 
Then the public may expect to be let 
In on the details of one of the most 
disgraceful scandals that Canada has

Discretion
Paw, what Is discretion?Willi

Paw—Discretion means using the 
telephone to tell your wife that you 
won't be home until two in the morn
ing, my eon.

Rich—Clean—Fragrant—Delldoua.

Infinitely superior to brands 
eelling at much more money 
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Cynthia—"How do you like my 

hat?"
Margie—“I think It is charming. I 

had one just like It last year."
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Blaming Mother

"My mother made me what I am," 
said the political speaker aa he proud
ly threw out hla cheat 

"Welt" aald a email man at the 
rear of the hell, "ahe meat have put 
In meet of her Ume at other things."
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wwknown tor year».
While the report I» very lengthy 

lend the revelations It contains are 
j confined chiefiy to evidence that mon- 

waated through Incompetence
Gems, Jewelry and WatchesAND HE DID- oifo

and graft the graft chargee are not 
eggreeslvely brought out on the con
trary the document Is much In the 

inature of a Judicial finding, such ae 
. ig intended to be. There Is, how
ever, no
bare details of the ahameful business 
'in themadvc are sufficiently IncrlmL
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necessity for color, as the

Felt Shoes, Overshoes 
and Skating Boots

7HE HUMAN PROCESSION Diamond Importer#

"FRIDAY, THE THIRTEENTH
COMES THREE TIMES IN 1914”

This year will be three times as un- 
Icky as last, Ul we are tor accept the 
"Friday the thirteenth hoodoo" qp a 
fact, for today is the first of three 
such combination dates in the 1914 
calendar. Next month, and again In 
November, the thirteenth will fall cm 
a Friday. In 1913 there was only one 
"Friday the thirteenth." in the month 
of June. Nothing particularly tragic 
occurred on that date, and an examin
ation of many thirteenths that fell on 
a Friday indicates that that "jinx" is 
even more Innocuous than other su
perstitions which people used to wor
ry about, when there was no real 
trouble In sight. For actors, pugilists 
and baseball players,, Friday, the thir
teenth and other hoodoos and jinxes 
may still serve a useful purpose as 
alibis, and to secure publicity. The 
commou or garden individual will be 
unable to extract a single qualm or 
thrill out of the fact that today Is Fri
day, the thirteenth. Even for the few 
who fear there Is the consolation that 
a careful perusal of the advertise
ments In the papers of Friday, the 
thirteenth, may result in the dlscov- 
lery of many bargains In the stores on 
Saturday, the fourteenth.

I listing to cause the once great Liberal 
party to stand condemned and dis- X

The “Ideal” 
Electric Water Heater

credited before the country.
Judging from the report, the whole 

of the construction of thematter
Transcontinental Railway was carried 
on in the rndet delightfully haphazard 
fashion. Until the appointment of 
Major Leonard, the commission in 
charge of this important work did not 
number among Its members one pian 
who had technical knowledge of rail- 

conatmctlon or operation. Thia

Our February Reduction Sale is Your Opportunity
Added to the splendid assortment of High-Grade Leather 

Footwear reduced, we offer you now Overshoe», Felt Shoes, 
Skating Boots and Warm Slippers at further reduced prices.

SAII GOODS CASH. NO APPROBATION. COME FOR BARGAINS.

50c. per pair off Ladles’ and 
Children's Overshoes.

Above Knee Length $1.50 Jer
sey Legglns, all sizes, .. $1.00

This heater is plunged directly into 
the liquid to be heated and may be used 
in almost any kind of vessel.

Heats water, coffee, tea, milk or any 
liquid in no time by a snap of the switch.

NICKEL PLATED

!
TAX REFORM SYSTEMS

being the esse, it is not difficult to 
how they might easily fall prey The reforms that are taking place 

in regard to taxation systems have 
been many and the end is not yeL

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is one of 
the first two cities in the United Sta
tes to cut the tax rate on buildings 
to a point radically lower than the tax 
op land.

The movement for this reform, says 
the Toronto World, was markedly 
stimulated by the report issued by the 
Board of Trade Department of the 
British government on the cost of liv
ing in the United States since it show
ed that workmen In Pittsburg paid 
higher rents than in competing cities. 
These rents were higher by nineteen 
per cent, than in Philadelphia: by for
ty-seven per cent, over Cleveland, and 
by seventy-five per cent, over Balti
more. Further enquiry showed that 
Pittsburg manufacturers were paying 
from sixty cents to $l per square 
foot per year for floor space, while 
space in competing interior Pennsyl- 
canian cities could be had for from 
twenty to thirty cents. These figures 
are given by Mr. Allen T. Burns, sec
retary of the Pittsburg Civic Com
mission. Further in his economic sur
vey of the city for 1912, Professor J. 
T. Iloldsworth figured that the aver
age value of land per acre in Pitts
burg was 119,000, a trifle less than In 
New York, but higher than In any of 
the other ten largest cities of the 
United States.

These were the data which caused 
the Civic Commission, the Real Estate 
Dealers' Association and the Pittsburg 
Board of Trade to join in a tax cam
paign, which, as they held, would se
cure three results: Better houses for 
working men at lower rents; relief of 
manufacturers and other enterprises 
from prohibitive prices for land need
ed for building and expansion: lower 
taxes as an inducement for develop
ing the city and its industries. For a 
generation Pittsburg had suffered 
from a tax system which put a premi
um on holding land for speculative 
purposes. The holdings of old estates 
were classed as agricultural land and 
paid only one-half the rate charged 
against office buildings and working 
men's homes. In 1911 the legislature 
wiped out the old inequalities and In 
1913 it went further and gave the ad
vantage to the man who Improves his 
real estate. This latter act fixes the 
tax rate on all buildings at one-half 
the rate on land. The change will, 
however, be made gradually over a 
term of twelve years.

to the spoilsmen and the grafters. 
If their intentions were of the

Men’s end Women’s "McPher
son Hlflhetrlng Hitch,” $3.50 

... $2.78 
.. $2.35best, and It Is not on record that they 

in the least troubled by scruples

Skating Boots ..
Boys’ sizes ....

Men’s Jersey Storm Front $1.65 
. ... $1.15

l
f

All kinds of Gaiters and Leg- 
gins reduced.

of conscience.
It will be remembered that Hon. W. 

S. Fielding, when minister of finance 
in the Laurier administration estimat
ed the cost, ot the Grand Trunk Pacific 
construction at $61415,000. This esti
mate was in reply to questions in the 

In spite of thia

Overahoee ........
60c. per pair off Men’s 1, 2 and 

4 buckle Jersey Waterproof 
Overshoes.

Ladles’ "Corny” Felt $1.00 and 
$1.25 Slippers .................. 65c.

Complete with Silk Cord and Plug.

Price
Men’s, Women’s and Children’e 

Felt and Leather Sole Wool
len Slippers, 30c., 45c., 65c., $3.00

>65c.

-iT. McAVITY & SONS, LTD.Come and ask for what you want, and save money on 
every purchase. _______________House of Gommons, 

the commission has found that without 
allowance for interest and other 
charges, the actual cost of the con
struction of the road was $161,300.000. 

i As the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway 
will not take the road

13 KING STREET
“SLAUGHTER OF THE

FRANCIS&VAUGHANMACDONALDS"

The thirteenth of.Februa is a day 
acdonald

ry
of tragic memories for the M 
clan, for it was on that date In 1692 
that the terrible Glencoe m&sacre oc
curred. The Macdonald's were a Ja
cobite clan, the partisans of James II., 
and had not surrendered on the date 
set by King William. The story of 
the massacre reads like a contempo
raneous dlspatcli from Mexico. Sir 
John Dalrymple, afterward Earl of 
Stair, was a bitter enemy of the Mac
donalds, and he obtained a royal de
cree "to extirpate that set of thieves," 
which the king is supposed to have 
signed without reading. The decree 
ordered that every man under seven
ty be slain, and the execution of the 
order was entrutsed to a party of 120 
soldiers of a Campbell regiment. Un
der the guise of friendship the soldiers 
were hospitably received by the High
landers on February 13, 1692. At night 
the treacherous troops attacked their 
hosts, while the latter were asleep, 
and began a general masacre. Sixty 
men were slain, while the women and 
children and the very old men were 
turned out naked In a freezing night, 
and many of them perished.

Company
interest on the cost ofover or pay 

construction until the year 1922, It can 
be estimated how much more appal
ling than the figures quoted the actual 
< ost to the Canada will be. Allowing 
for the Interest up to the year when 
the Grand Trunk Pacific will asume 

Yt, the cost to the country figures 
‘-out, according to the report, at $234,- 
651,521. Either by this estimate or 

Wby the figures as compiled irrespec
tive of interest, one is at once im

pressed with the idea that Hon. Mr. 
Fielding spoke without knowledge, or 
else he was most woefully misled by 
those who should have known. Com- 

iing to concrete examples of graft and 
• rake-off, the most glaring is that of the 
iflrm of M. P. & J- T. Davies, of Ottawa.

19 KING STREET
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Every face 

Is Different

•And Columns’

J. E. WILSON, LTD.Made of 
Douglas 
Fir.

When you remember that 
no two faces are exactly 
alike, you realize the ad
vantage of having the size 
and mounting of your glas
ses determined by your 
Individual requirements.

MANUFACTURERS OP
6x5 Posta 
Only $1.60 
Each Cast Iron and Sheet Meta! Wort of 

Every Description
This firm was awarded contracts on 
sections 16 and 17. North of Lake 

i Nipegon, and under the terms of their 
v contract, speed of construction was 
•.regarded as so important and neces
sary that the transcontinental commis
sion, on which we have seen there 

no experts, allowed very high

Built Col
umns, 84) 
x 10 In. dla, 
Only $4.26 
each.

The fact that we have a 
workshop In connection 
with our optical depart
ment where each pair of 
glasses ordered from us Is 
made up to suit the dif
ferences In faces enables 
us to give yon the pair that 
will look best on your face 
and give you the greatest 
benefit optically.

C»W«r, Cut Use sad Galvanized Iron Work 
1er Buldiags a specialty.

FIRST THINGS

FIRST “FAST MAIL.”
The first fast mall on a railway west 

of the Mississippi was run over the 
Hannibal and St. Joseph line, a north
ern Missouri railroad between Hanni
bal on the Mississippi and St. Joseph 
on the Missouri. This road was com
pleted fifty-two years ago today, Feb. 
13, 1859, and in the following April a 
test fast mall run was made. The malls 
were then carried overland from St 
Joseph to Sacramento, and. In order 
to get a government contract. It was 
necessary to establish a new record 
for speed. The locomotive was a crude 
affair, burning wood, the rails were 
light, and the track was not ballasted. 
Add Clark was the engineer, and his 
instructions were to make a record 
that would stand for fifty years. More
over, he came near doing It—in fact, 
he did do It, so far as that particular 
railway Is concerned. The distance 
from Hannibal to 8L Joseph Is 806 
miles, and the fast mall covered the 
route In a few seconds over four hours, 
or at the rate of fifty miles an hour for 
the run. This Included two stops for 
fuel, but these were 
armies of men were w 
an armful of wood. Add Clark, the en
gineer, took hie life In hie hands In 
making this epochs! run, and he de
serves to rank In history as a hero.

prices for the work. As a means ot 
reaming the higher price the work 
‘was supposed to have been completed 
with all possible speed. When the 

.contracts were awarded the sections 
on which the Davis firm was to work

h 17-19 Sydney Stmt ’Phone 11356Newels 
75c. each 
Stubs 66s, 
each. LACE LEATHER

CANADIAN and AMERICAN RAW HIDE and TANNEDi 
Beth in Sides nnd Cut

ALSO A COMPLETE STOCK OF
Leather, Balata, Hair and Rubber Belting

d. k. McLaren, limited
St John, It B.

Cell, ’Phone 
or Write 
1er Quotations

ere Inaccessible, except by the very1
expensive expedient ot tote roads, but 
they neglected all provisions of their 

,eontract, entirely without penalty be- 
!ng exacted, and delayed the work 
until contracts on either side of their 
sections had progressed to a point 
which made it much easier and much 
cheaper tor them to proceed. Even 
then they did nothing, as far as effec. 
tire construction was concerned, and 
finally, after the disgrace of the affair 
had become flagrant they were induced 
to assign the contract to the firm of 
O’Brieo, O'Gorman and McDougall, of 
Montreal. They, however, retained a 
lea per cent rakwoff ae the price of 
their assignment and thus, while the 
work was done by the Montreal con- 

I cero, these enterprising Ottawa gentle. 
! men, evidently with friends at court, 
raked off $740,000, and they did not 
"turn a spade” to earn 1L There are 

. other Instances of a similar character 
where the eum involved Is but slightly 

| smaller.
Than

, it le estimated that hundreds of thous
ands of dollars were taken from the 
public chest 
of this wee In the Province ot New

This is one reason why
our glasses are so satis
factory.

■THE

L L Sharpe t Sen, i(triste Wwdwrti,? fo,
♦64 Prince Wm. St ’Phone M. 1121.LIMITEDJewelers and Optician»

zi kino •rnerr, nr. john, n.bI 248 City Road

Monday, 
______  Ian. 5th

I» THE BEGINNING OF OU* NEW
TERM.

A very geoeroua and greatly appre
ciated patronage has made eer last 
year» our be» jrdd»».

We trust that a continuance of the 
will make 1114 the

THE BEGINNING OF THE END.

Nova Sootia has spoken with no un
certain voice. The result in the bye. 
election In Victoria County, yesterday, 
may well send a shiver down the 
political spine of Premier Murray and 
the whole federal organisation in the 
sister province. It Is said of certain 
tropical fruits that when they com
mence to rot the process at deday Is 
first manifested by a small, unimport
ant spot on the skin, that It spreads 
and so rapidly that In a few hours the 
whole fruit le entirely given over to 
the process of disintegration.

Victoria le the spot on the political 
skin of Nova Beotia, but unlike the 
tropical fruit, its presence has been

bri*l,
ailing,

for email 
, each with

Try It
Mr. Bryan is being criticised be

cause he charged $800 for being the 
guest of honor at a Virginia gather 
tng. People who have never been 
guests of honor don’t realise how try
ing it I».

ottiS00*"
SEND TO* CATALOGUE.

S. KERR; Principalthe matter of classification,
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province ate bet awaiting their oppor
tunity to
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Ask Your Grocer for

GUUTS PORK AI6 BEANS
GUNNS LIMITED, 674 Main Street

m tero

LOOSE LEAF SUPPLIES
Binders, (all sizes); Spring Holder»; Loose Leaf 

Price Books; Sheets, ruled and punched to any size 
and pattern.

BARNES 9 CO., LTD.
84 Prince Wflliam Street

YOU PAY NO 
TUITION FEB
UNLESS YOU OBTAIN POSITION

If you enter this month tor
course in Shorthand or Bookkeep
lng.

Write for Information,

The J. R. Currie 
Commercial Institute,

«7 UNION STREET.
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