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PUBLIC WORKS EXPENDITURE,

A very vigorous effort was made by the Telegraph yes-
terday, both in its Fredericton correspondence and edi-
torfol column, to prove that the Government of the Prov-
fnce was endeavoring to hide away the detalls of its ex-
penditures, particularly those for Public Works., Last
year the Opposition used the report of the Auditor General
@8 & whip to misrepresent the expenditure of the Public
‘Works Department made through their structural super-
intendents. These officials of the department are em-
ployed to make repairs to the small bridges in the differ-
ent districts to which they are assigned, ' They also ex-
ercise a supervision over all the bridges in their respec-
tive localities. The result is that the name of one or the
other of these officials is constantly appearing in the ac-
counts. The Auditor General in his wisdom, or perhaps
to save time, did not specify what all the expenditures
of the structural superintendents were for, but charged up
to each bridge the total of payments in a single item ir
respective of whether these payments were for labor, sup-
plies purchased, travelling expenses or other services.
It has not been a part of the policy of the Opposition té
deal with any great degree of fairness with the expendi-
tures of the Government and it would be putting it mild
to say that they made an exception in this instance.
They were not even content to accept the report as it was,
but misrepresented the facts by every means in their
power.

Without in any way consulting the Government, the
‘Auditor General has apparently made a change in his
method of reporting on these expenditures. As implied
fn the public accounts committee last year it was the
wish of the Government that a full and complete state-
ment of all the items expended by the structural superin-
tendents should be made public. The Chief Commis-
gioner stated that he had nothing to conceal, that the ac
counts were all sworn to and that if it could be shown
that perjury had been committed the offenders would be

dealt with in the proper manner. Instead of giving all
the details as suggested by the Chief Commissioner, the
Auditor General furnishes even fewer particulars of the

money spent by structural superintendents than he gave
lust year lLast vear, according to the Opposition, the
Auditor General was a very valuable official, because his
report was so constructed as to enable them to make

unfair and untruthful statements concerning the cost of
various public works and to assert that these statements
were not theirs but those of the Auditor General of the
Province, an official of the Government. Now that the

Auditor has deprived them of this privilege he is referred
to as “dumb,” and it is charged that he “has changed his
ways.” The Auditor seems to have got himself between.
two fires; by withholding the details of the expenditures
he has pursued a course which is not in accord either
with the Government or its supporters in the Legislature,
and the change he has adopted in making up the accounts
is apparently displeasing to the Opposition,

So far as the expendlmr!s are concerned, the Public
Works Department has taken every precaution within its
power to secure value for the money spent. Practically
every payment in this department is made under oath.
The structural superintendents do not pay the men they
engage, but send in a certified pay sheet and individual
cheques are then forwarded to the persons who earned
the money. There could not be any great improvement
on such a system and if the Proviunce is being cheated it is
by men who have no respect for an oath and who are
guilty of perjury.

When it comes down to the concealment of expendi-
tures the less the Opposition have to say on this question
the better. For seven years prior to the change of Gov-
ernment the Public Works Department of this Province
was run entirely on “suspense” accounts and nothing
could have been more unsatisfactory than the audit of
these accounts if they were evere audited, which is doubt-
ful. The financial position of the department was con-
tinually misrepresented by Chief Com, LaBillois, and the
public kept in ignorance of the enormous over-expendi-
tures that were taking place in the department year after
year. Without going further back than 1905 the effect of
this vicious system on the finances of the Province is
painfully evident. In the Public Works Report for 1906
the expenditures for the year are given as $218,611.42.
The over-expenditure of the previous year had been
§7,60050. Added together the total was $226,111.99 or
#$25,028.41 more than the appropriation,

This was the statement submitted to the Legislature
Dy Mr. LaBillois of the payments by the Board of Works
between the close of the fiscal year and February 8, 1906,
@s laid before the House and were as follows:

Vault fittings, Crown Land Office ., .. § 1.4.’.0.,00

Public BulllInge <. .. siov au i 1,888.36
Government HOUSe .. .0 we we o 18.75
Novigl Behool .. .. ceve s in b 516.88
Rent St. John ROOMS .. cvcs oo u¢ »a “76.00
Provinclal Hospital .. .. e« .o .o 7,657.88
o A TR e e 33.00
Great Road Special .. oo oo we oo 1,349.46
St. John Bye Roads .. .. .. .. .. 964.86
Ventilation System, Normal School .. 100.00
Great Bridges .. .. .. .. .. .0 4s 4o 50,58842
Road Superintendents ..., se oo =« 17,758.89
Steam Service .. .. .. .. oo .. ... 8,350.00
Printing, etc., Contingencies and Trav-

elling Expenses .. .. .. .. a4 .. 846.66

4

Total .o ne we ma oo wn s =s $91,696.66

There 18 abundant evidence that this was not a cor-
Fect stat of the litures of the Public Works
Department between the dates mentioned and that per-
" haps as much more was hidden away in a suspense ac-

bridges, whirves, etc, alone smounting to .

S0 far as can be made out from the public accounts the
in the last three years of Mr. LaBillols’ control amounted
to $854,946.66, which is comsiderably more tham $100,000
annually, every dollar of which was added to the per
manent debt of the Province. More than half of this
expenditure to all appearances escaped the Auditor Gen-
eral saltogether and none of it was by authority of the
Legislature until long after the bills were paid. Some
sneering references have been made to the overexpendi-

Qpposition, but there is nothing in their record that In
any way approaches the administration of the Public
Works Department under Mr, LaBillois. Even after
such enormous expenditures the bridges of the country

Administration has been called upon to expend many
thousands of dollars that would have been unnecessary
had Mr. LaBillois done his work properly,

o MR. BOURASSA,

We are not hearing quite so much about Mr. Henrl
Bourassa and his domination ot the Borden Government
these days. Only a week or so ago Liberal organs were
proclaiming that this erstwhile follower of Sir Wilfrid
Lhurier was master of the situation; the French-Canadian
supporters of the Government were declared to be in open
revolt, and the fate of the Government was trembling in
the balance.  All this was prior to the debates in the
House on the extension of the boundaries of Manitoba, in-
volving the addition of the territory of Keewatin. The
Government was to go to pieces on the rock of Separate
Schools, - Mr. Bourassa was vehemently insisting that a
clause should be inserted in the Bill to secure privileges
for the minority. There was a peck of trouble ahead,
When the question came up the Liberal organs discovered
that the Government was & unit on the policy to be pur-
sued, that only five French-Canadian members voted for
the clause “for conscience Sake,” and that all hope that
the Government would be embarrassed had no foundation.
Mr. Bourassa is still vehemently insisting, but no one is
taking much notice of him.

The attitude which Mr. Bourassa has taken on this
question is very clearly defined by the Toronto News.
“He asks.” says the News, “that our unhappy practice of
violating the constitution should be continued in order to
secure for a minority privileges that were never con-
templated by the framers of the British North America
Act. He favors continued infringements by the Federal
authority upon Provincial Rights. Mr. Pelletier has cor
rectly defined the extravagance of this demand by show-
ing that, if it were granted, half of Manitoba would be
under one system of educational administration, and the
other half under one totally different—certainly an im-
possible situation.

“The education clause of the British North America
Act declares that when in any Province (entering Confed-
eration) a system of Separate Schools exists by law at
the uiion or is thereafter established by the Legislature
of the Province an appeal from any Provincial Act affect-
ing the rights or privileges of the minority shall lie to the
Governor-General in Council. The Act permits Parlia-
ment to make remedial laws after the Provincial author-
ities have failed to pass legislation satisfying the griev-
ances of the minority. But it does not contemplate the
passing by the Federal House of laws of instruction to
the Province with respect to education.”

The News recalls a debate on Separate Schools which
took place in Parliament during the session of 1875, be-
cause New Brunswick had éstablished a Public School
system without providing for Separate Schools. Mr.
Costigan moved that a humble address be presented to
Her Majesty praying for an amendment to the British
North America Act to provide that the Roman Catholic
minority in New Brunswick should have the same rights
to Separate Schools as those enjoyed by the minorities in
Ontario and Quebec.

Mr, Mackenzie, the Premier of that day, amended the
motion to say that legislation by the British Parliament
encroaching on the powers reserved to any one of the
Provinces, would be inadvisable, and that it would be in-
expedient and fraught with danger to the autonomy of the
Provinces for the Dominion Parliament to ask for such
legislation. It was understood perfectly in 1875 that any
interference in educational affairs either by the Federal
House or the British House would be improper. The
Government has taken the, same view of the question
today.

EAST AND WEST.
Mr. Molloy of the Manitoba Legislature has suggest-
ed that the West may secede from Eastern Canada, and
form a separate Dominion. His reason for advocating
this course is the refusal of the country to ratify the Reci-
procity programme. Mr. W. H. Trueman, a Liberal law-
yer in Winnipeg, and formerly of St. John, has delivered
an address indicating that the position of Ontario on the
tariff and rejection of Reciprocity must sooner or later
bring about a breach between the East and West.
This, as the Vancouver News-Advertiser remarks, is
great f« The lon orators seem to have
forgotten that the West is not in favor of Reclprocity. A
majority of the representatives from the West are sup-
porters of the Borden Administration. These were
elected against all the influences that the Laurier Ministry
could bring to bear on constituencies swarming with its
own officials nearly all d in the \} If the
vote were taken today it is doubtful whether the Reci
procity party would return one member in three west of
Lake Superior, or would come anywhere near carrying a
single Province.
The separation addresses were delivered in Winnipeg
where the majority against Reciproecity was away up in
ihe th Manitoba elected only two supporters of
Recip y out of ten It is great nonsense to
talk of the Manitoba people revolting because they hayve
their own way. British Columbia sent a solid delega-
tion to ds Recip y. The jon would there-
fore be confined to Alberta and Saskatchewam, which
have on one side the staunch Canadian Province of British

lish

. eount of which the Legisl had no k ge. This
View was sustained by the fact that in 1906 the Govern-
ament obtalned authority to issue bonds to the extent of
$197,066.97 on account of Public Works over-expenditures,

mtdvhkhtmhthmumm
“®f Public Works for 1907, as follows:

. Bal. ordinary account, Oct. 31st, 1906 § 47,13
:um.«m,. A “' ..“"“”‘
- St. John Bye Roads .. .. .. ., +u
Ordinary b wharves, etc. . ..
' on roads, etc. ..

Col and on the other the satisfied Province of Mani-

inett his majority of some three thousand, would revolt
against the revolters.

"% %e 4v ma as on

for ordinary |
0 $86,147.06.

tures of the present Government by members of the|Year

were left in such a wretched condition that the present |t

toba. But the chief city of Alberta, which gave Mr. Ben- | .y,

sufferer for mi
eadaches and ﬁ
. photicug bt
and physi 8, bul
10 do me any good. 1
-a-tives” and after
so much better
ged using these fruit
tablets and they have entirely cured
me, :
“1 certainly ¢an recommend “Fruit-
a-tives” to anyone who suffers from
Headaches, Biliousness or Stomach

Trouble.”

MRS: ISAAC VANSICKLE,
Thousands of people have had the
same experience as Mrs, VanSickle.
They have tried doctors and taken all
sorts of medicine, only to find that
“Fruit-a-tives” I8 the one and only
remedy that actually cures these
troubles,

“Fruit-a-tives” §s the only medicine
in the world made of fruit julces, and
is the greatest Liver Cure ever dis-
covered. It acts directly on Liver,
Kidneys and Skin—sweetens the
stomach and purifies the blood.

50c. a box, & for $2.50, or trial size,
26c. At all dealers or from Fruit-a-
tives Limited, Ottawa.
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NEW PRYMASTER HAS
T0 SPEND S6,00000

Brig. Gen: George E. Smith, the new-
1y appointed peymaster-general of the
army, has a real job. To begin with,
he pays monthly about 76,000 officers
and men scattered all over the world.
He handles about $50,000,000 a year.
He succeeds Brig. Gen. Whipple, who
has just retired.

HOTEL ARRIVALS.

Victoria.

John Hayes, Miss 8 C Kelly, Mrs W
W Boyce, Miss N F* White, Frederic-
ton; B D Utter, Columbus; H J Walk-
er, Fredericton; W A Jones Apohaqui;
L G Crevier, E G Nagle, Montreal; W
A Comean, Weymouth; Wm H Roe-
buck, Ottawa; A L Hoyt, McAdam Jet;
Geo L Fleming, Halifax; W H Gray,
Campbellton; J L. Chisholm, Halifax;
G W Gerow, Fort Fairfield; H B Bel-
vyea, Boston; John 8 Hughes, Clyde
River; A McDonald, city; Hugh R
Lawrence, Se George.

Dufferin.
E S Coffin, Charlottetown; A E Mar-
quette, J B Lambkin, Halifax; Chas
E Heustis, St Stephen; G L Syanne,
Montreal; J F Ryan, Fredericton;
Ross Thompson, Fredericton; M P
Trits, Woodstock; W R Finson, Ban-
gor; J D Snyder, Moncton; Z Garneau,
Quebec.

Royal.
Miss A H Woodggek, Miss E Park-
er, Miss L McCaugley, Fredericton; A
Leslie, Jas Robertson, T P Birchall,
¥ M Sollan, R S Cottage Montreal;
Miss E H Cushing, Caledonia; Mr and
Mrs J R Tompkins, Woodstock; 8 C
Moore, Charlottetown; A P Senna, J
T Sullivan, St Andrews; F Jones,
Halifax; T F Butler, L Cushing, P H

t, July 17¢h, 1910,

gee,
What a tithery High-brow that person
. must be, -
A e;mcul eye and a long, slender

and sand,
With the neatest of coats, and the
smdothest of hats,
White cord on his walstcoat, and prob-

ably, spats, \

A man who is shocked at the common
or low,

Who reads Arnold Bennett, Steve.
Phillips and Poe.

The Chief of The Forum, Oh, think

of the guy,
The Critic’s acumen flluming his eye,
His head full of Politics, Foreign and

home,
And endless statistics stored up in his
dome.
A Diplomat's cunning, a President's
gulle,
A Senator's olly continuous smile,
A man undeclided just where he must

stand,
With question marks clogging the
pen in his hand, '

The Ladles’ Home Journal. Observe

Who probably keeps all his coin in his
sock,

Does he know all the Fashions, what-
ever they be,

Does he spend his spare moments
a guzzling tea {

Ang giving v for a Ci

pie
To Dear Mrs. Babbley or sweet Mrs.
Bly?

y ?
Does he tell Mrs. Witherby Green of
White Plains

What to do when the infink has coliey
pains?

Do Editors look
Dear me,
Howbwlld and eccentric they all must
e,

like their papers?

ost Anything

Gibbs—“One gets no in the

Or think of the solemn Atiantic. Ob.|.

and, -
Polite, but not lacking in Ccourage|

to careful rating.

We are Specializiog on Watches made and adjusted to meet the
Rallroad Time Inspection qualifications. pd pay particular attention

A FULL STOCK OF ALL THE RELIABLE MAKES

Bring your watch troubles to us

FERGUSON & PAGE,

DI d
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Set Complete . .

Gem Junior Safety Razor

- practical Safety Razor at a

bxtra Blades, package of seven . . .

The simplest and most

popular price.

Guaranteed to Give
Satisfaction
The Gem Junior Set com-
plete includes nickel - plated
frame stropping handle and

seven selected Al crucible
steel blades in plush lined case

. $1.00
30

school of experience.” .
Dibbs—*"I don’t know; the marriage
certificate comes pretty near being

The Three Shires Advertiser in an
obituary says: “His widow predeceas-
ed him, some years ago.”

Fun and Fiction publishes a story
in which one of the characters re-
marks: “‘Married?’ ‘Yes, but my wife
doesn’t know. I'haven't the heart to
tell her.’”

The Northern Daily Mail says: “It
is customary for Americans to assert
that the American girl is the highest
type of Felinity.”

The Daily News has the following
gem in its editorial columns: “If Mr.
Law persists in ranking among his lit-
erary pearls the brickbats which the
humblest of political hodmen have
dropped, he will not intoxicate even
the least fastidious of partisans”

Nipp . (flippantly)~—"“What pleasure
are you going to give up during Lent?”
Shipp (savagely) — “Lending’ my
friends money."—Baltimore American;

“Willie, why don’t you let your little
brother have your sled part of the

hill and he has it going back."—Bos-
ton Transcript.

“You say you can get me into so-
ciety?” “Yes; but we must plan a
campaign. Now which crowd do you
want to get in with, the bridge set or
the gasolene set?’—Louisville Cour-
fer-Journal,

OUR PREGISE MRTST

T. MCAVITY & SONS, Ltd., 13 King St.

time?” “I do, ma. I take it going down"

Systems, Spring

YOU CAN SAVE
MONEY

By buying your Loose Leaf Ledgers, Monthly Account

At BARNES & CO. Ltd. 84 Prince William St.

Holders, Binders, etc.,

D. K. McLAREN, LimiTtep
OUR BALATA BELTING

BEST ON THE MARKET
Made Endless to Order in Two Days

" COMPLETE STOCK OF ALL SIZES
64 Prince William Street, Pho ne Main 1121, St. John, N. B.

THE LATEST
EMPIRE
TYPEWRITERS

Are up-to-date, they anticipate the
needs of the future. Fascinating touch,
strongest and most reliable machine
made, lightning escapement, visible
writing. Call, telephone or write for
booklets.
FRANK R. FAIRWEATHER, Agt.,
F St. John, N. B,

THESE OLO TIES OF
JoWN'S WiLl. MAKEA

FIN!\

Bruneau, G L Clinton, J H Pelletl
and wife, Mrs York, R Reay, Mont-
real; Mrs FitzRandolph, Frederic-
ton; M J Slater, N ¥; Mrs H L Begg,
Sussex; J T Halligey, Truro; A R
Jones, Moncton; R Smeall, Montreal;
A J Webster, Shediac; W Y Chap-
man, Newark, N J; Mre Gilbert Pug-
sley, Miss F Steeves, Toronto; Mrs
R C S Randall, Fort George, B C,

Park.

A Herbert, Shediag; H.J Morgan,
C G Clarke, Thos Raymond, Harry
Russell, Fredericton; D M - Martin,
Edmundston;

couver; A S Hubley,
Ross, A McPherson, Hi H
McKinnon, Trure; W S
fax; Mr and Mrs Fred W Harris,
Annapolis Royal; Mr and Mrs H J

“Severing old ties.”

'

Parke, Boston; J L K New
ork. :

“Don’t you want to leave any foot-
prints in the sands of time?” *I don’t
know,” replied - Sorghum.

English
Electro - Plated
Silver

Nothing in the

as good silverware.
Electro-Plated Sflver

Looks and Wears Like
and Costs Less

in Pearl

Sugar ‘Jam
Fruit Koives, Dessert

vet lined

W.T =4 !’

{MFBR EASTER

 Scelic Window Back Ground,

. 25c a Square Foot
8T. JOHN SIGN CO.

143 1-2 Princess
~ "Phone, Main %'-.“Slml.l

realm of
table-wear adds 8o much tothe
appearance of a well set table

Jeatherette cases.
Just thej thing for presen-
tation. purposes.

Silver,
Then -
Our stock includes many
41 " dost
ted atier Eaives,
Silver Moun
Spoons,
Knives,
and Forks. In sttractive vel- .
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