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“TOLD ABOUT ICEBERGS

—_—
“COOL AND REFRESAING FOR THE
HOT JULY DAYS.

‘The Moualainou: Masses ave Born Amid
the Glacial seolitudes of the Far Nerth—
How They Drift to the Scuth—Strange
Lights on the Ocean in Summer-
The birth of an icebarg is the far North

~or South. As a glacier or ice river pushes

its way into the ocean huge misses break
awsy from the edges and float seaward.
~Carrents carry the bergs i for

z,
|
i
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g
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thousands of miles before warme: climates
eventually cause their disintegration. The
forms assumed by the masses of ice are

but that simply reading aboat ice suffices.

explorers naturally have
poo:douceniq icebergs. Floe or field
ice

dl A distinction between i g
and floe or hummock ice as it is found in
high latitudes is the fresh-water origin ot
“the former.

These giants of the Arctic assume a
thousand forms before they mix with the
sea as a part thereof. Starting with a
weight aggregating perhaps bundreds ot
millions oftons, the ice mouantain melts

rapidly under water. Undermined
s the s21, it topples over, presenting
fresh surtaces. thase intura to be re-
placel by others. Perpstail changa is
inevitable, At times a gothio cathedral
-is simulated again, with the sunset’s warm
glow, the surfices may take to themselves
a liksness to a trophic landscape.

Cascades will descend from the upper
elopes, breaking into feathery spray as the
stream meets with obstacles. Siilors 1n the
Artic make mental pictures as children do
with pas-ing clouds of these strange forms.

. l'gﬁe with its familiar scenes may be imag-
ined amidst the very abomination of deso-
lation.

As to the size of the icebergs—well, one
must be among them to appreciate their pro-
portions. Sir Joha Rossobserved one that
was two and one-halt miles long by two
and one-half miles broad,and 150 feet bigh.
The weight was estimated at 1,500 000,000
tons. This, however, was not an extraordi-
nary berg. Sometimes they are observed
towering to a height of 700 or 800 teet. As
only one-ninth of the mass is above water
and visible, it is seen that such bergs re-
quire plenty of depth as well as sea room
for their movements.

The littleness of man’s work as compax-
ed with that of the Creator is nowhere
more apparent than when a ship—perhaps
a great ocean liner—falls in with a flzet of
these leviathans of the ocean. The captain,
observing a lowening ot the temperature,
otherwise not to be accounted for, canses
his ship to be cteered cautiously. The
watch is cautioned. Perhaps a fog falls
over the face of the deep. Then, groping
slowly aad painfully in the murky twilight,
that even a searchlight will not pierce for
any distance, the great boat keeps on her
course. To lie to would ba effectual, as

5 sver, is the bane of most of the ex-
peditions—a curse to be turned to a bless-
g it those who hope to drift with the pack
to the pole ara ful. After hing
high altitudes the ships are dnfy- brought
into contact with ice as the chief element—
more to be dreaded than all the terrors of
earth, air, and water combined.

*The bergthen sails ofl, and, like the
human race, each one fulfills its own des-
tiny. Someare ground * * * and others
pursue their solitary and msjestic course
toward the open sea, and futly melt away
their lives on the deep swell of the Atlantic;
some, like d d of the high

THE BANANA ISLANDS.

HOW SPONGES ARE GOT.

FOUND IN THE WATERS AROUND

There is no single interest of so much
to the Bah as

Western i farnishing both
Europe and America with their principal

supply of coarse sponges. It gives em-

ployment to more than 6,000 men, includ-

ing not only the fishers themselves, and
\! -

wood, hard and durable as iron, amd
lanking and tri of vellow pine.

make straight for some noble ship and
send her toundering to the bot with
all her precious treight ot human souls.
And as they are different in their history,
80 are they varied in appearance, some
being wall like, solid ramparts, with
squara, almost perpendicular faces, 1m-

ible to scale, two or three miles long
and halt as many broad ; others might, at a
little di h istaken for a splendid
palace, a Tarkish mosque, or a gothic
chureh, * ¢ *

*‘Occasionally a berg gets worn away at
the water line, while the base below the
water is intact, and eupports an extended
surtace on a comparatvely narrow stem ;
o‘hers are tunneled or arched; in fact,
there is no limitation as to form or size.
The most beautitul and the most grotesque
may sail side by side; one may be a mile
square and the other only forty or filty
teet. Whather large or small, but a small
proportion ot either is seen; the great
mass is always below the water. The
proportion varies according to the amount
of galt in the water, but a berg never shows
more than an eighth or a seventh ot its
8iza."

At times, so explorers say, there is some-
thing most graceful in the movements of an
iceberg. Oae of large size was observed
which tor a tew minutes oscilated backward
and forward with a regular movement like
the p:ndulum ofa clock. It wasa grotes-
que, almost humorous sight to observe, the
great mountain of ice swaying from side to
side like oué of the polar bears that haunt
these regions. Then, tly and almost
imperceptibly, the berz ‘turned turtle,”
showing a gently rounded surtace where
befora ild been j d peaks and turrets.
It was a dissolving view in the liberal sense.

The ts of the p when
an ocean steamer passes a berg are otten
curious. If the weather is fine and the dis-
tance sufficient for safety, while convenient
for the observation, the sight is taken as a
spectacle arranged for the edification of the
onlookers. Some are disappointed. They

d thing more d tic—tur-

the deep sunken berg has te dif-
ferent from the drift of the vessel. Dimly
is seen a vast wraith rising at the side of
the vessel. This is not defined in outline
until the berg towers above the vessel, so
close escape swems3 impossible. With toe
position of the enemy located, to steer clear
is & comparatively simple matter, uuless
other bergs surround the vessel.

Charts of the North Atlantic show that a
vast numher of bergs float with the Labra-
dor current, i1 a soatherly direction around
the coast of Newfoundland and Nova
Scotia. Here icebergs abound during the
early summer months, rarely floating east-
ward of this region, tha gult stream oppos-
ing, & barrier thatis usuilly effectual.
Many of these bergs hiwve come from the

glaciers gives birth to thousands of bergs.
In an illustration is shrwn the appearance
of the seaward end of a glacier, at the
head of a Graenland flord. There iy a
serenity about the view that is deceptive.
Vast convalsions tike place at intervals
when that tranquil ocean sucface is churnad
into trumultuous waves and th2 blocks of
ice, apparently iron bound, are tossad
abe. ks if instinct with life.

To be a witness of tha bicth of an 1ca-
‘berg, to feel tha lift of the tidal waves that
accompanies the mighty upheavel—that is
an experience to be proud of, it one lives
through it. The giant glacier stretches its
broad expanse into the sea, the waves
‘break over the mass ot ice, which is car-
ried hundreds of fathoms below the sur-
{ace ; with a thunderous roar the immence
-slope resolves itself into tossing mountains,
.about which the waves play madly. It is
very fine to think of and pretty to view—
at a safe distance.

a?wod idea of the infinite terror of the
noisés of the arctic can be had {rom the
record of the last expedition ot Captain C.
F. Hall! The quotation 1s given:

Hark ! A dull crush, a howling ravenous vell.
Opening tull symphony of ghastly sound ;
Jarring, yet blunt, as if the dismal hell
Lent’ its strange soguish from the rent pro-

found.
‘Through all its scale the horrid discord rang.
No!;mochd the beast, now took the groan of
an.

And then the comment :
+‘Even this does not begin to convey an
idea of the ovorwhelming horror of t{blﬂ
pushing and griuding masses.”
. From ths coast ot Gresuland multitades
of icebergs aro detached every season,
Explorers, while hoping to find land some-
where in the interior, so far have en-
-countered nothing but a series ot glaciers,
ted from a central sea of ice. These
reach the shore, whateverbe the obstrac-
tions in the way. The sea once reached
d ion ! ensves, i being born.
Sometimes the berygs Souna near the place
of their formation. Others drift with the
curriut tostrange shores. The (ollovin?
beautiful description is from the journal of
Cantain T

ret;, perhaps, when fl1t surfaces are seen ;
or ragged edges, where ths waves may be
sliding over smoothness. Others are taken
with the poetical side of the presentation
and quote Tennyson. But the captain
looks on the berg as his natural enemy, and
calculates ths chances ot others being met
with later on; when .the passengers are
sleeping the officers watch that harm comes
not nigh. :

Lord Dafferin, in his “Loatters from Hizgh

Altitudes,” tells how the Gult Stream frees
the coast of Scandinavia from icebergs.
The following is extracted :
““The entire configuration of the artic ice is
determined by the action ot that mysterious
current on its edges, * * * A vast
body of gelid water is continually mount-
ing from the antartic to displace and re-
generate the overheated oceans ot - the
torrid zine. Bounding up against the
west side ot South America the ascending
stream skirts the coasts ot Chili and Peru,
and is then deflacted in a westernly dir-
ection across the Pacific O:ean, woere it
takes the mame cf equatorial current,
Having completely encircled Australis it
enters the In iy Sea, sweaps up around the
Cape ot Good Hope, and, crossing the
Atlantic, twists into the Gult ot Mexico.
Here its ligging energies are suddenly
accelerated in consequence of the narrow
limits within which it finds itselt compressed.
So marvellous does the velocity ot the
current now becoms, so complete its iso-
lation from the deep bed it traverses, that
by the time it issues again into the Atlan-
tic its hitherto difused and loitering waters
are suddenly conceatrated into what M\ne(
has happily called *'a river in the ocean’
switter and ot greater volume than either
the Mississippi or the Amazon. Surging
forth it cleaves asunder the Atlantic. * * *
Arrived abreast of the North Cape the
impetus of the current 1#, in a great measure,
exbausted.” Chicago inter-Ocean.

How to Tell a Bad Egg.

When one calls for a fresh egg in &
Parisian eating house the chances are that
one will be properly served. Not as well as
elsewhere, but there are certan men em-
ployed at the Central Markets, or Halles,
whose only duty is to sift the bad or doubt-
ful eggs from the good ones. In one of
the cellars ot the Halles one sees s man
passing his hands rapidly before his eyes
and in front eh lig ce.d_cnndlo. Al;ound

g

trade, until it gets up into the hands ot
the brokers and shippers, is colored, any
shade betwean jat black and the hue of
West India molasses. The hands employ-
ed in washing, clipping, packing, and
prevaring for shipment abroad are gener-
ally paid 50 cents a day for ten hours’
work. As for the men who do the
dangerous part of it—those who go down
to the sea in ships and wrest the sponges
from the bottom —they are never hired by
the day or month, or promised a definite
sum, but their earnings depend entirely
upon luck and circumstances. The owner
of a vessel fits her out at his own expense,
and the profits ot the voyage ara divided
up in shares, between himself, the sailing
master, and the men. Each ship carries
a crew ot trom eight to twelve men, and
while the owners a3 a rule find consider-
able profit in the business, it is rarely
indeed that a sponge fishermin does more
than make a tolerable living.

Hereabouts sponges are so plentiful and
cheap that they are used for all sorts of
betore-unheard-of purposes. They serve
every purpose to which the Northern
housewife puts a mop, rag, or scrub-brush.
Glesses and silver are polished with
sponges, the maids use them for dish-
clotbs, windows and floors are washed
with them, you see them doing duty
a3 chair cushions and footstools, and many
a boat has a sponge in each enl as big as
a half barrel, which answers for a seat.
You see lying about the wharves and kick-
ing about the streets fine beautiful sponges,
that in New York would cost from 50 cents
to a dollareach. Here you may buy a
bath sponge as big as your head for a
nickel, or astring of fifteen or twenty just
like it, or of assorted sizs, for ‘‘one and
six,” 3714 cents. Hardly any American
visitor leaves Nassau without taking away
a quantity ot them ; they make such useful
presents to give to one's {riends, and ac-
quire additional value when accompanied
by the statement: “‘I got them at the
fisheries, you know.” The servants about
the Lotels have learned the koack of pack-
ing eponges, and for a trifling cousider-
ation will taka a bushel of spiages ani
compress them into a cigar box. And the
best of it is that the packing does the
sponge more good than harm, maiking it
firm and solid, and the minute it i3 released
and moistened it will swell up again to
doubl2 its original siz2. Such large pro-
portions and importance has the sponge
business assumed in Nassua that years ago
it was found necessary to establish a
Sponge Exchange, on the same plan as the
stock exchange in our large cities, and gov-
erned by the same rules, anievery sponge-
‘shipping firm in Nassau, to be successtul,
must be represented in it.

The sponge market is a large, open
building, long and narrow, without any
side walls. When the sponge vessels
reaches this port her cargo is all sorted out
and vari qualities of sponges are put
into separate piles, three or four feet high,
along the side’ of the market shed. The
owner of each pileis known by its posi-
tion 1n the row, or from the label attached.
The sponge boats usually get in on Satur-
day, and therefore the early part of the
week is the best time to visit fhe market.
Perhaps the cargoes of a hundred vessels
bave been deposited and sorted out over
Sunday. When the place is opened ut
9 a.m. on Monday all the sponge dealers
in Nassau, or their representatives, are
assembled. The auction begins ot once,
the bidding being done by writen tenders,

only members of the sponge guild or those
i ine offers heing allowed to

him are b g of
egge. His duty is to separate the bad ones
from the good. and be is renumerated at
the rate of 75 centimes, or 15 cents & thou-
sand eggs. He accomplishes his work
with extraordinary dexterity. With onme
band he takes three or four eggs and brings
them to the exact position he wishes be-
tween his eye and the lighted candle as if
by magic. For an egg to be good the
part that appears black must be completely
detached from the part that appears whito.
In other words, the yolk and the albumen

bid. Esach is provided with little slips of

aper, bearing the number of the different
Km ot lponien. A member goes up to
one of the little heaps, looks it over, makes
mental estimates of the quantity and qual-
ity ot the sponges in it, decides how much
he will pay for it, and puts the fingers on
the paper corresponding with that partic.
ular lot, with his initials at the bottom.
When he has visited all the piles and made
estimates on their value, and the other
dealers have done the same, mu rs
ining their estimates are to

must, throngh their transp y ot the
shell, be seen to be quite separate. The
white looks as if it radiates about the cen-

the clerk of the exchange. He looks them

!th sloop , brok and shippers,
but those engaged in bandling the sponges
I in their various stages and preparing them
for market; and the exports of this one
commodity from Nassau ranges from
$100,000 to $500,000 » year. The sponge
fleet is composed of perhaps 500 regularly
licensed vessels, all schooner or sloop rig-
ged, of from ten to fifty. tons’ burden.
They are of uniform pattern, it not of
size, with framework of native Madeira

Everybody connecte:l with the sponge

Also full ascortment of
Cycle Accessories.

See our samples and get our catalogue
betore purehusing and vou will
not make a mistske.
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often the estimates are remarkably close,
perhaps only a tew cents’ ditference ona pile
worth 850. A novice going into the market
would not have the remotest idea of the
local valu: of the lot, and a year's practice
would hardlv enahle the ‘‘tenderloot” to
ccmpete with the dealers brought up to the
business, who know sponges as well as a

quently better. The sponge market stands
on one of the wharves, with the blue sea
tor a delightful boundary uf one end of the
big building. Being always quiet, clean,
and orderly, with cool breezes sweeping
through, you could not find a pleasanter
place in Nassau in which to spend a hot
morning. Here you may pick up many
kinds ol sponges never heard of before.
As everybody knows these of the Bahamas
are generally interior to the Turkiy or
Levant sponge, the Zimacca, or those ot
the Mediterranean. Most of these belong
to one of the tour kinds known in trade as
¢*sheep’s wool,” *‘reef,” *finger,” and **vel-
vet.” Some of them can hardly be told
from the best in the world—such as the
“‘sheep’s wool,” wt1:h are soft as silk and
as fine in texture as any brougnt from
the Levant, while others, though large and
strong, are comparatively worthless. There
are also ‘‘bouquet” sponges, ‘‘wire,”
“glove,” *‘silk,” and dozsns of other var-
ieties. The **grass” sponges, yellow and
coarse, take on the queerest shapes, and
look prettier than many more valuable
kinds, when resting in piles on a broad bed
of palmetto leaves, spread on the market
floor. The *‘reef” sponges are soft, light-
culored, and generally of a uniform size,
about as big as your two fists; and these
are the kind usuilly hawked about the

finger, and perhaps a foot long, fit only
for surgeon's purposes. Ilow shall one

quet” sponge and its many curious forms,
delicate as the finest lace, a mass of cups
growing from common base,

tungs cup,” or the **coral” sponge, or the
ugly looking *‘snake” sponge, perbaps six
yards long and the size and color of a good
fat rattler, all coiled and knotted together
in a hideous tangle? The dealers look with
contempt at sponges picked up on the
beach, and consider worthy of notice only
those captured deep down in the sea gar-
dens, where they grew, and at once proper-
ly cured, but the specimens that most de-
light our uncommercial fancy are generally
found amoung the refuse.

From among a heap of gulf weed, shells,
and sand about to be swept off into the
ses we rescue a ‘‘glove” sponge, with all
its fingers stickiog straight up, as if just
“trie«f on” by the shop lady, but which
happened to grow so loosely as to be un-
uhglo; or a great, round ‘‘grass” sponge,
with pinkish base, and ﬂrple sea feathers
waving over its center like the softest of
downy cushions. By the way, we have
learned to hereafter ignore the very lightest
colored sponges, which we used to choose
before all others in the chemists’ shops at
home, because that is not the natural color
of any sponge at all; all such have been
bleached by chemical means, which impair
their durability.

We have read in .:oo%unu of hl.\[e({ius-
ranean spon plokmg ow a ship load,
when n:F thgl:m%hly ried beforeband, is
liable to “‘heat,” and the sponges break
out all in orange-colored spots, the only
remedy for which is to unpack the bales
and throw away every spoage thus affected.
This *‘yellow pest,” or ‘‘cholera,” as
Levant fishermen call it, must not be con-
tounded with the brownish color, or a dark

Wall street man who knows stock—fre- |

| in the Mediterranean. They do not “go
it blind,” however, and probe in the mud
like oystermen, for by the aid ot a glass
they can see every inch of the bottom
through these clear waters, and deliberately
select their prey. Each schooner of the
fleet carries along several sculls and row-
boats. Arrived at a tavorable locality, the
vessels anchor, and the men go out in the
boats with their tongs and water glasses.
The latter are simple wooden boxes. a foot
square, open at on2 end, and a pane of
glass setin the other. Holding this perpen-
dicularly over the water, or slightly sub-
merged, everything on the ocean floor, no
| matter how many tithoms below, can be
| seen as clearly as in an aquarium—sponge,
‘ coral, shells, fish, and all.  Having deter-
| mined what sponges to take, the fishers
reach down with their long, oyster-liks
tongs, and seiz3 hold of each one, carefully
detach it from the rock or coral to which it
clings, and lift it inio the boat.

\When a boat load ot sponges bas been
secured they are brought to the vessel,
spread out wupon the deck, and
left exposad to the sun for several
days, during which time the animal
| matter which covers them gradually
| dies. When first taken from the water
| one would never suspect that the black,ugly,
| ill-smelling things, which look more like
| raw liver than anything else, are really
| fine, beantiful sponges. The fishermen

have many funny yarns to spin about tour-
i ists who believed that sponges prew trom
| the seed and were picked from bushss, or
| expected to see plerty of nice, delicate,
| light-colored sponge animals swimming

about in Nassau harbor. It does take
| some time to realize that the part of the

streets, strung together on strings—six or | sponge we use is only the many-roomed
eight feet ot them for a quarter of a dollar. | residence in which the animal sheltered
The dainty little ‘‘wire” sponge is a beau- | himselt when at sea, and that he must die |
tiful amber color, the size of your smallest | and disappear entirely before we can bave
‘ anything to do with his house, which he |
| built with such skill and architectural pre- |
describe the beauty of the so-called *‘bon- | cision. !
During the process of decay the black,

gelatinous substance of a very low order ot

like a com- | marine lite emits an odor which renders the
pound tlower stand in a china store? How | ship a thing to be given as wide a birth as |
make plain to eyes that nevec saw them the | possible. When the sponges are sufficient-
wonderful ‘‘pineapple” sponge, or *'Nep- | ly ‘‘dead” and dried out the vessel proceeds

to the kraal, as it is called, which is mere-
ly an open pen of poles set close together
in some shallow and sheltered coves on one
of tne adjacent bays, in which the sponges
are placed and l:ft to soak and be washed
by the action of the waters swesping
through. After several days they are
taken out and beaten with sticks to re-
move all remaning remnants of decayed
matter ; then when quite clean they are
sgain put aboard the vessel, packed away.
in the bold, conveyed to Nassau, and sold
as described in the coral market, The
average ‘‘catch” per trip cannot be accur-
ately stated, as the cargoes vary greatly in
size and value. Of the larger sponges a
catch of 5,000 and of the smaller sizs 7,500
would be considered a fair reward for an
expedition. Occasionally from 12.000 to
15,000 good large sponges have been se-
cured on one trip, but such success is ex-
ceptional. The vessels are generally pro-
visioned and fitted out for a voy
of about six weeks, and seven or eight
vaysages are made in s year. There is no
particular season for sponge gathering, as
it goes on equally wellat any time.

any vessels, however, *‘lay up'’ during
August and September, the wen being more
atraid of hurricanes during that time. Of
course the quieter the weather and the
smoother the sea the better the chances for
making good ca‘ches. Much also depends
upon the industry and temperate habits ot
:h::':‘raw, snd :::ra is luck nllofin ﬁ?ldin‘l.
ocality where are of good qual
ity and ubnngut.'p:xﬂor the length of
time uired for the sponges to grow to
murh:%le gize, none ot the fisherman are
able to definitely tell, although opinions

yellow, which the healthiest Bah
iy m Tl

over, ascertains who is the highest bidder
on each lot, then reads off the purchaser’s

tral nucleus, and this nucleus, is simply the
embryon of a chicken, which, being denser,
floats in the liquid which nourishes it;
when there is confusion between the trans-

That Yn’.::o'géniha who proposed a few

parent obscure part, the egg is doubttul.

namo and the price, and that days business
s over. .

; Nassau deslers bave come to know at &
glance what s heap of spouges is worth, and

L o L A L LA
near their base.
Here the method of gatheri

(that widely differ) have been volunteered
by those who know less aboat it. Under

g sponges is
by means of iron hooks] attached to

long poles, for in these clear waters it is
not necessary for men to dive for them, as

'y conditions of growth a bealtay
sponge _probabl the smallest
marketable size in sbout two years.—Fun-

nie B. Ward in Chicago Inter-Ocesn.

BEATS BANGOR WHISKEY.

The Worst Drink on rth Is Foudin the
South Sea Islands,

According to the statement ot a sea
captain, given to a San rrancisco paper
the gagus plaat, found in Gauptil Island,
ia the producer of the worst kind ot & jag.
The captain says:

*It is a species of cactus, and, as I said,
grows only, to my knowledge, on the
Gauptil island. The island is a smzall one
butis well pcpulated by natives of the
Malay race. In the interior thiy plant
grows wild, flourishing e:pecially in the
red, rocky soil. it looks beautitul when
growing. as you miy jidge by the brizht
hues with which it is spotted. Opium 18 a
potent druz, but [ am certain that the ex-
tract from the gagus plant iy calcalated to
do more damaz® to the human system.
The natives cut the plant in the varly ¢pring.
After they have gathered a suflicient quan-
tity, they put it in large bowls and c¢rush
it with buge stones. A grayish sap runs
out freely, and this they collect and drink,
after letting it ferment, whichi: does e sily.
Within hult an bour after imbihing it the
drinker becomes verfectly stupid and lies
around like 8 log. The spell lasts u day
or more, during which time the natives say
they live in paradise. | have known sailors
to trv it, but never twice. Three years
ago [ had a man inmy crew who was driven

crazy by one driok. - The ti:st effect ot the
l liquor 1s to soften the bones and gradually
| eat them away. ‘Taere are nitives there,
| the victims ot gagus, who are indeed bone-
less and unable to walk or use their limbs.
Then they begin to wither away. until they
die 1n misery and convalsions. Usually two
years will finish the hardest mun. Tae sut-
| terings o' a slave to the drink sre terrible.

Murrying to Reform,

You say you are going tr mirry a man
| to retorm him. Taat is noble. May I
: ask who itis ?

*“1t’s Mr. M llions.”

‘‘Indeed ! 1 did not know he hid any
bad habits.”

“Yes; his fricnds say that he is becom
ing miserly.”
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