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has fluctuated a good deal, but that was because some
mission church-s became self-sustaining. Nevertheless
last year 40 churches were assisted to the extent of $5,000
in Nova Scotia and P. E. Island, besides many churches
in New Brunswick, aided through the New Brunswich
Covention of the Maritime Convention Committee.

What of our Foreign Missionary work? What pro-
gress have we made during the last ten years in sending
men and money ? Not as much as we ought to have
made, and not as much as we could have made. And
yet how shall we judge ourselves. Who can measure the
work at our-six centres in Teluguland ? What -standard
have we to guage the potency and extent of the influ-
ences that have been going forth from the lives of our
missionaries. We have 314 sonls as members of our
native churches, of whom 21 are native Preachers and
Evangelists, and 36 are Teachers. But who can follow
the thousands of gospels distributed to the heathen?
who can trace the spoken words of the preachers, as
they have passed into the minds of heathens, which
printed and spoken gospel is honey-combing all the
heathen Faiths of the world ? Could we see India as it
was 100 years ago, steeped in cruel barbarism, sitting in
the midnight darkness of superstitions, hoary with ages,
could we go back,-and back, and back to the daysof
Carey and Judson, we would better be 'enabled to see
what the gospel has wrought for India even in the last
ten years,

But while we are.conscious that in these provinces, as
Baptists we hnvs}de great progress numerically,—
and though our'giifirches are more numerous and beauti-
ful, our Educational Institutions are a powerful factor in
the life of our people,—and while the Northwest, Grande
Ligne, Home and Foreign Missions have in some meas-
ure shared in the progress of our immediate church life,
yet there seems to be a feeling, (I call it a feeling, be-
canse as a feeling, it has not been reduced to any cold
philosophic phrase.) I say there isa feeling among our
members, that we are not as strong as we ought to be,—
we are not as spiritually-minded as we might be,—and
that we are not as consecrated to Christ’s service as men
and women should be, who have been redeemed by the
blood of Christ.

(1) There is a feeling that the world-spirit has got
into our members, and many are finding more pleasure
in an opera house than in a prayer meeting. And that
Christians are becoming more lovers of pleasure than

“lovers of God.

(2) Some of the old folks say that converts im this
age are not as thoroughly converted as formerly, and
therefore are not as truly separated from the gay world,

on their entrance into ‘our ‘churches, as they were 50’A

years ago.

(3) Some one has declared that all the denomina-
tional returns show that a small per cent of our households
have daily family worship. And that therefore the present
weakness in our religious life, is traceable to the lack of
the power and blessedness which daily family worship
contributes to character.

(4) While yet others affirm that secret prayer is not
practiced by Christisns. of any demomination as afore-
time, as our power in public is regulated by our prayer
in private.

(5) Andsome go so far as to say that the higher
criticism, has so weakened the faith of preachers in the
gospel, that they fail to preach the whole command of
God.

(6) While yet it has been affirmed that the lack of
spiritual power, noticeable in our public and social ser-
vices, is attributable to the mad ambition that has over-
taken some to get rich anyway, so long as they can
make money and die famous,

(7) Last and not least, some old fogy declares it to be
his belief, that many professors read more of the news-
paper and magazines and book in one month, than they
read of God’s Word in one year. And therefore the lit-
tle seed of the Word sown, is among so many thorns
that they choke it, and so unfruitful.

Here are seven causes suggested for the lack of power,
80 P ly absent in th ds of churches in all
denominations in the land. Butas we, more particul-
arly interested in Baptist churches, we ask in all sinceri-
ty, does any one of them apply to us, or do they all more
or less, describe the causes of our present condition, If
not, what are the causes for the restlessness and insta-
bility of the present generation of Christians? Why is

‘it that men and women, professing Christianity are not
loyal to the Son of God ? Why is it that so often the

preference is given to the world, or self, or friends, be-.

fore Christ ? “Why is it that Christians can talk elo-
quently at any time on things of time, but on the love
of God, the blood of Christ, the power of the Spirit, and
kindred themes, those same Christians never have one

. word to say. Iam not laying my blame on any one, for

1o one person could be blameable for the cause or causes
of any dearth of blessing g@hﬁng in 410 Baptist
churchesin these provinces. Go where you will, into
whatever d ination you ch , and there meets you
this feeling referred to, that somehow there is not the
power of former times. There isplenty of machinery ;
regular services ; large Sunday Schools ; good preach-
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ing ; talented singing : but a sense of chilliness, a feel-
ing that formality is dominant, and spiritual unity and
earnest devotion lacking.

In the past associational year, in our Eastern N. S.
Association, 70 churches reported only 200 baptisms, in
the Central 55 churches, 178 baptisms and in the Western
72 churches, 266 baptisms,that is 197 churches with a unit-
ed membership of nearly 29000 reported for the year
only 644 baptisms, being not quite 3% baptisms for every
church, or one addition for every tforty-five members of
each church. This figuring business may not be a true
test of our spiritual state or our service, but figures
though dry things, always tell their side of a story.

One has said that on the Day of Pentecost one sermon
brought three thousand souls to Christ ; but that now
the order is reversed, and that it requires three thousand
sermons to bring one soul to the Lord. We are thank-
ful to say that Christendom has not reached that calcu-
lation yet, and it is not therefore true, :But perhaps
this is nearer the mark.

WITH OR WITHOUT POWER.

When Dr. Gordon ‘was passing a large business block
he saw this sign, ‘“To let, with or without power." He
said the next convert that applied to his church for
membership he would ask, ‘‘Are you coming in with or
without power?"’ because he didn't want any more mem
bers ‘“‘without power.” Christians are you “‘with or
without ﬁ)wer i

While Mr. Moody was preaching in New Vork, two
hundred ministers met'in Philadelphia to consider the
advisability of inviting Mr Moody to their ci'y. One
present protested on the ground that surely two hun-
dred preachers need not wait for a revival till D L
Moody came along ; said he, ‘‘Has Mr. Moody gota
monopoly of the Holy Ghost 7' And the argument
seemed to carry weight, till another preacher very effect-
ively nmwere(f: **No, Moody has not got a monopoly
of the Holy Ghost, but the {loly Gtost has got a mopop-~
olv of D. L. Moody, fetch him along.”

If the 29,000 members im our Nova Scotian churches
had been mounpolized by the Holy Ghost, it would not
take 45 Christians 365 days to bring one soul to Christ,
and it 18 probablé it would work the other way. Rvery
one would bring 45 souls to Jesus, being an aggregate of
increase of one million, thiee hundred «nd five thousand
additions for the pas* associational year, instead of 644.

E R B

Christianity.*
BY REV. A, C. CHUTE.

Dr. Clarke has given us another thoughtful angd
thought provoking book. Those who read his ‘‘Outline
of Theology' were desitous, upon the first intimation
that ancther volume had appeared from the same ven, to
obtain the book and enjoy its pages, ‘‘What shall we
think of Christianity?’’ is a small work, composed of three
lectures, being the Levering lectures before the Johns
Hopkins University (1899). In this volume the authot
looks at three great contnibutions that Christ has made to
the moral wealth and welfare of humanity, viz., the
Christian People,the Christian Doctrine,and the Christian
Power, which go far toward making up Christiagity.
The people have always taken on, more or less; the

faults of their surroun hé?n? 3
-The message whic st delivered was first re-

ceived into minds full of inherited Jewish ideas, so
that the new faith came near being smothered by the
parrowness of Christian Judaism, Jewish legalism re-
quired a time to be outgrown, and so did polytheism.
Before it became popular to be a Christian, there were
martyrs, and afterwards, there were many worldlings
who bore the Christian name Theyfearing that the
good could not triumph over the evil, the best leaven
went into cloisters. Through successive periods the
Christian people have gone, responding to circumstan-
ces as well as to inward monitions: And still there is
the mixed quality. The faith has not yet fulfilled its

“ideal, although it has madea people worthy of its en-

deavor. The present:time is one of severe transition.
Thought is passing over into a more nearly scientific
movement, so that Christians must hold their faith, that
is, their confidence in the living God ; must open their
minds, assured that.the lemnxﬁn of knowledge will not
mean the driving out of faith ; and must expand their
hearts, loving men with Christ's love, and bearing the
burden's of their fellows. Already the Christian people
are doing these things, not altogether well nor altogether
ill, Some do a part and neglect the other parts,
Toward the ideal there is progress.

Truth from Jesus filtered through men's minds and
hearts and life, and this second expression, this lived-
over substance of the truth of Jesus, coustitutes the
Christian doctrine, The chief contents of the uttered
and re-uttered truth are the Fatherhood of God, the
Saviourhood of Jesus, the Friendhood of the Spirit, the
Supremacy of love, and the Transforming power of Di-
vine grace. From this body of doctrine, or truth ex-
perienced, n the long history of Christian doctrine,
the history of divine realities handled by human thoufht.
"that the Christian doctrine, as proclaimed at any given
time, will be wholly clear, i and har i
with the mind of God, is not to be expected. Variation
enters with efforts to explain the great realities to tell
just how and why they are true. It is right to try and
explain, and it 1s inevitable, because mirds and condi-
tions differ, that there be disagreement. There is a
tendency to regard explanations as part and parcel of
the doctrine itself. And views that are held
today have to ,g» abandoned -for truer views to-
morrow. So we must not be scandalized if we find the
Christian doctrine changing its forms. But what is the

nt worth of the Chdufnn doctrine which has come

lown to us, affected by various influences ? How well
does the resultant represent the realities with which it
started ? These realities, as previously named, still hold
their place as the centre and sub i

(585) 3

made up ‘- the primMive doctrine make up the
t doctrine. Those who find eternal life
n the Saviourhood of Christ may rejoice that those
who do not understand the doctrine exactly as they do,
#lso find eternal life in it. Our father'¥ interpretations
were pot full and final, nor aie our™S D votion to in-
terpretation needs tu be exchanged for devotion to re-
alities. Help toward better conceptions will come
he best intellectual work of our timeshdt only in
the genuine experience of the Divine grace and h{e is
their adequate guidance, Words are nothing without
true inward experignce.

The question asked in the third lecture: Where-
in lies the strength of Christianity ? The avswer is,
Christianity is true, that is to say, it is made ug, of
realities, as genuine experiment proves. It sets f e
things that are in the realm of soul. God is the ly
being with whom we ought to live as children, Chrst
is the Savior who seeks to bring us thither, the Holy
Spirit is the indwelling Friend, love is the law of life,
and holy victory may be ours. Between the constitn
tion nm{dmlny of the human soul and the re'igion that
we have in Christ, there is a natural affinity and a
mutua\d*t

But realities u‘:m‘bele\l to be realities if they are
Yelt to be powerful. Creeds y be drawn up with
clearness and aeeuracy and ye werless.  Statements

, do not win the day. Unfelt trutt Yies unused. Truth must

be perceived as truth in the sensitive part of the interior

life, whence the compelling influence upor the springs of
action proceeds. The ty took pone-& of the early

P N
Jriends of Jesusand then the Christian power was born
_The Fatherhood of God was not merely a cold belief byt,

& warm and blessed experience, and so of the Savious<
hood of Jesus, the Friendhood of the Spirit, the suprem-
acy of love, and the possibility of victory. What gave
power in the first days gives it in all days. Reformers,
Puritans, leaders are ever men of feeling in whom real-
ities live. The p wer of Christianity resides in the two-
fold fact that Christianity is true, and is fclt 10 be true.
Where there is reality and sense of reality, there is
power. It is our defect that we lack 80 much the sense
of having the best thing in the world. and the best thing
in any world ijour Christian faith:

In helpful and refreshing fashion is there de t
in th= little volume before us, of what is thus outlined.
Thete is much crowded into these!three chapters, and no
little will be gained from them by those who duly
wrestle with the author. The effect will be to quicken
hope, to arouse to better eadeavor, to turn the heart up-
ward to Him who alone can make us wise and strong
and efficient. Though we may not always go wath Dr.

.Clirke in his conclusions, we find ourselves decidedly

enriched by his honest thinking, and his deep spiritual-
ity. The blessing of God be ever upon him and his
many readers.

R
God’s | Valuables.

‘‘And beho'd a certain lawyer stood up ani tempted
Him saying, Msster what shall I do to inherit eternal
life; and He said unto him what is written in the law
how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shall
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy
mind and thy neighbor as thyself. And He said unto
him, Thou hast answered right, this do and thou shalt
live. But be willing to justify himself said unto Jesus,
who is my neighbor?’ This question, ‘‘Who is my
neighbor 2" called out the parable of “‘The Good Samar-
itan.”” The law would teach that one tribe of the
favorite nation was neighbors to every other tribe, Those
who lived in the North of Pal stine were neighbors to
those who lived in the South, because these were decend-
ants of the same heroic Abraham. But t abdut the
Samaritan? The King of Assyria brought men from
Babylon, Cutbah, Ava., Hamoth, an harvaim,
and placed them down in the coun'ry surrounding Jeru-
salem, and they could not be fr endly because the
of alien races and strange blood. But the Masger's
teaching goes deeper than color of blood race, distine-
tion, and geographical bounda ‘ies, God hath made of one
blood all the nations that dwell upon the face of the
earth. He enlarges our relations and makes them in-
clude all men. Every man is valuable to God b
he was made in God's likeness and in God's image (a
spiritnal Yerm_l}ty.) The child may value a piece of
colored glass as much as a diamond, but those w look
upon their fellow men through God's eves will see that
the man who gaing the whole world and loses his s>ul is
the poor man. The poor man here may be the rich man
in the Kingdom of God, and the rich man here may be
the poor in the world to come.

This year has been a bad year for ships. Within the
first three months of the year, there were wreeked such
ships as the Labrador, Castilian, Moravian, and the Scot-
tish King, These ships alone cost the insurance com-
panies at least $300, Then there sailed 'from this
side of the Atlantic duringthe first month of the vear
such ships as the Arona Croft, Melbourne, and others,
but went down in the stormy Atlantic, which meant a
loss of about $300,000 mare. Vet what is that compared
with the broken and ked h ity we see on our
streets and in our cities. The great 'l{ncber saw the
value of this broken humanity when he spoke the para-
ble of the “Good Samaritan.” . He saw value in man.
There may be found w s of gold' underneath the
ashes, u({ partly b timbers where the building
once stood. The one who came to seek and save the
lost, saw stars where others saw only sand. He saw
diamonds where others only saw mud. He found hope
where others found only despair. Our attention is fre-

uentlyjcalled to men who have amassed large fortuanes,
%dlt large ships, and have entered largely into the com-
mercial ri

they
the doctrine of the mass of Christian People to-day.
There often app to be irr ilable conflict be-
tween those who hold the reality in common, when the
conflict only relates to explanations. With all defs

P of the world. But there are things
that monpey cannot buy. It cannot buy a happy home,
Christian culture, or refined manners. Money may :
chase good clothes, luxuriant lividg and certain m

that have fastened upon the original, the realities that

eyl g
o Think of Christianity 1* By Willlam
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of knowledge, but it buy moral bmn\y,w
of soul, u:: nobility of life. Thu; bd::i to MM
can accom, ts of a
dv&.“l’ E— C.H.

Upper Canard.




