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(REAMERY BURNED |
10 THE GROUND

DESTRUCTIVE FIRE
OCCURRED WEDNESDAY

How It Origisated is a Matter of Con-
jecture—No Water Available and
Building Total Loss.

Fire destroyed the Victoria Creamery *
on Carey road Wednesday, invclving a
loss approximating five thousand dolars.
It started in the engine room, but its
origin is a mystery, which at present ap- |
pears unfathomable. There had been no
fire in the furnace since Tuesday after-
noon, so the blaze cannot be traced to !
this source. There was half a barrelful
of lime close by the door, but it is a
question whether this was the cause.

The firepwas discovered by Mr. Web-
ster, the buttermaker’s assistant. He
and the buttermaker, Mr. Knight, occu-
pied an apartment quite renote from the
engine room, but the smoke penetrated
to all parts of the building, and when it
awakened Mr. Webster he had barely
time to arouse Mr. Knight, so dense had
it become. An alarm was telephoned to
the fire department headquarters, and the
brigade responded promptly with a
chemieal. It was snortly before twelve
when the alarm came in. When the de-
partment arrived on the scene they dis-
covered that the chemical was altogether
inadequate for the task of overcoming
the fire king. Although the waterworks
main runs alongside the, building, there
was no plug nor means of any’ kind to
get water. There wasn't even a well in |
the vicinity. Consequéntly all the de-
partment could do was to work the
chemical for all it ywwvas worth. It was
while he was playing the stream through
the window that a .sheet of glass fell
upori the back of Joe Manton’s right
hand, severing an artery and inflicting a
nasty wound. Manton, who is a mem-
ber of the chemical company, subse-
quently had the wound dressed and sewn
by Dr. I'raser, eight stitches being re-
quired.

The firemen under the circumstances
were unable to save the building, which,
with its contents, was consumed before
their eyes. Some bedding, a couple of
trunks containing clothes, and about
three hundred pounds of butter were
saved. There were quite a number of
spectators, the glare from the fire ilum-
inating the heavens to an extent which
conveyed the impression that the confla-
gration, destructive enough, was even

tions, despite the latenesg of the hour.
The firemen prevented the flames from
spreading by removing the platform con-
necting with the railway.

The Victoria creamery building was a
story and a half frame structure, about
three miles from the ecity. It contained
the plant necessary for the conduct of a
very gratifying business, including a
Baker & Hamilton ten horse-power en-
gine, cream separators, a churn with a
capacity of seven hundred and fifty
pounds of butter, eream and buttermilk
vat, a Babcoek tester and other appli-«
ances. The creamery is insured for !
$3,500. A setter pup belonging to Mr. |
Knight was burned to death in the en- |
gine room, where it was sleeping. |

COAL AT KAMLOOPS.

Company Formed to Open Up Seam
Near the City.

‘The existence of coal measures in the
immediate vieinity of Kamloops has long
been known, as also has the fact that at
a few places small seams of coal out-
crop,” says Tuesday’s Sentinel.

“The late Dr. Dawson was of the opin-
ion that boring might reveal a workable
seam and from time to time there have
been rumors of boring operations to be
taken in hand, but they did not-material-
ize until this year, when an attempt was
made with an improvisad arrangement to
prospect for coal between Coal Hill and
Sugar Loaf. The results were -not as sat-
isfactory as hoped for but sufficiently ens
couraging to warrant further prospecting
in a perhaps more favorable locality.

‘“That coal actually exists was proved
some years ago, an incline being run on
a seam of coal that outcropped in a
ravine on the north slope of Coal Hill,
about three miles from the ecity. For
lack of sufficient capital, and probably
for other causes no less potent, the work
was discontinued, to -be revived at fitful
intervals, but without any very stisfac-
tory outcome. Now theére is to be an-
other attempt made to open up the seam,
and as those who have the matter in
hand appear to be in a position to prose-
cute the work with vigoer, it is hoped
their efforts will be crowned with sue-
CUSS,

“The promoters of the venture have
formed a syndicate known as the Kam-
loops Coal Company, and on Saturday
last they held a meeting .for the purpose
of organization, at which the following
board of directors were appointed: John

| term of imprisonment on one side or death

Shields, president; A. Todd, secre-
tary-treasurer; J. 1. Brown, manager;
Capt. J. Argall, consulting engineer; J.
R: Hull. W. H. Ford and J. Morrison.
“The building of a bunk house for the
aecommodation of the men to be employ-

ed will ecommence to-morrow. The result |

of this enterprise will be watched with
keen interes

CLAIMS HUSBAND'S MOUSTACHE.

Wife Deni

Courts Are to Decide Matter.

The most magnificent moustache in Bres-
grows on the unper lip of Herr Rott- |

lau
ger. . At a convivial gathering the other
ning he offered to cut it off if the com-

ould give $25 to a charity in which |

interested. He was taken up, the
put in writing, and Rottger
apj the next evening ‘‘all shaven
and shorn” and get the money.

Rottger did not turn up. Instead the
postman brought a letter from Frau Rott-
ger, who suid when she married her hus-
band she also married his moustache, add-

in
moustache. He
it, and the con-
Should you
courts are opem. to

g

““His moustache
has no right to d

tract on paper is null ¢
ispute this the law

you.

The “party

my

of the second part” in the
contract he ‘cepted the wife's challenge
and taken legal steps to compel Rottger to
live up to his bargain.
The Supreme court at Jefferson City,
has denied the writ of prohibition
d by St. Louls ticket brokers against
ailways entering that city to enjoin the
Cirecnit court from enforcing the injune-

s His Right to Cut It Off— |

preventing the sale by them of ex-

on tickets for World’'s Fair traffic on !

» ground that the lower court has juris-
on in such cases. Judge Valliant wrote'

a ssenting opinion which was concurred
in by Judge Gantt.

VANCOUVER NOTES.

Death of.a Pioneer Resident—The Chinese
Maurder Case.

A pioneer resident of the city passed
away at an early hour on Tuesday morn-
ing in the person of Edgar Wallace Ed-
wards.” The deceased was 64 years of age.
The deceased leaves a widow, one daugh-
ter and four grown-up sons to mourn his
loss. A

After a very short illness, W. C. Cook,
traveller for Messrs. J. T. Mewsile & Sons,
passed away late on Monday night at St.
Paul's hospital. The body has been sent
to Clinton, Ont., his old home.  The de-
ceased was only 33 years of age, appendi-
citis being the cause of death:

In the police court on Wednesday Pai
Ling confessed that Chan Tey" hired him
to try and fix the murder of Charley Sing,
a Chinese gambler, on an innocent Japan-
ese, by telling tue judge he saw the Jap
come out of the murdered man’s door at
the time of the murder. Pal Ling was
visibly frightened when he confessed in.a
crowded court. He told the court he was
between two pleces of wood being sawed,
which meant that he would get a long

from Highbinders on - the other. The
prisoner was committed for trial.

Mrs. Unchide, a Japanese, asked In the
police court that Tanaka, another Japan-
ese be restrained from making violent love
to her. Asked to explain, she said he caught
her when alone and held a keen bladed
knife over her head, while he told of his
love, and urged desertion of her husband
and flight with him. The court took the
matter seriously, and sent Tanaka to jail
to await trial at a higher court.

ARBARIC CUSTOM

0F COAST TRIBE

DESCRIPTION OF A
ROTORIOUS  CEREMONY

The Hz Matsa Daace Now in Progtess
on the Koskeno Indians’
Reservatien.

Although different parts of the West
Coast of this Island are frequented al-
most daily by people going to and coming
from the various mines and villages
located thereon, it is perhaps not general-
ly known that among the natives there
are occasionally practiced some of the
most weird and picturesque customs of
ancient times. .

A few days ago news was given in
these columns of a Ha-Matsa dance be-

number ‘of; these organization:
important and. highly: prized of which is
the Ha-Matsa. The startlinggnd surpris-
ing feature of the Ha-Matsa fraternity,
aside ¥rom the weird and severe inifia-
| tion, is the employment of a cannibalis-
tic rite, which is rigidly enforced and
enacted by the eandidate,

Just hecw far the present dance con-
forms with tradition it is im@possible to
say at present, and from this disfance,
but the initial.procedure of the native
who has.disappeared nakeds into the
woods, and who, as statédj-ouly reap-
pears at certain intervalS, very ‘closely
resembles -the mokt Barbarie, ¥t he ad®
heres to the ancient cusforn. he will have
to remain from three to’f6ur months in
the forest.. During this Period he is sap-
posed to be living’ with supernatural can-
nibal spirits. When the time approaches
for his reappearance special arrange-
ments are made for his injtiation. Kight
songs are prepared, and ege are sung
! to him in the woods. They are sung re-
; peatedly so that the Ha-Matsa miay learn
to dance to them and.make ho mistakes
when he appears. A spécial house is
selected, and the natives~ congregating
here hope by loud singing to induce the
absent aspirant for promotion fo return.

kinds of dress. The Bear fraternity,
says a correspondent, who, are dressed in
fhe skins of grizzly bears, do a sort of
detective duty, observing and punishing
any mistakes made during the perform-
ance. The person making the error is

The waiting assembly dare clad in all |

| seqret soeieties. The Kwakiaushehave al speeigly arrangement he rushes out into represents one
, the mostr

th in a frenzied state, wearing a
heaflgress of red cedar bark, with hem-
lock branches wound around his waist
and ankles,

Immediately upon his entrance he is
seized by the large neck ring of cedar
bark by several attendants, who try to
hold him to prevent him from biting peo-
ple. fter wildly encircling the fire four
times, during which time there is kept up

!a pandemoninm of song and crieS, he
quickly makes his exit through the cur-
tainpof his secret:apartment and disap-
peats. from the buil@ng. Not long after
#his his tvhistles ate heard in the distant
woods.  The master of ceremonies then
requests the assemblage to go ouf and
try .to _recapture the fugitive. Omniside
the new sofigs composed are sung by all
the people as they walk to and fro in
the village and uwp and down the beach.

. During this interval the candidate has
appeared several fimes at various near-
by points. One of the assembly, half-
clad, is then sent ahead to act as a

! decoy. As soon as the Ha-Matsa sees
him he rushes up and bites mouthfuls
of flesh from his arm. He is then sur
rounded by the assembly and marehed to-
ward the dancing house, the people sing-
ing on their way.

At this point a female dancer appears
and begins to sing her new Ha-Matsa
songs, during which she moves toward
the dancing house, stepping backward
and facing the novice, whom she desires
to coax inside. Her hands and arms are
extended as though she was carrying a

ANGELS ANNOUNCING

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.

Palpitation of the Heart
Faint or Dizzy Spells and
Nervousness

RELIEVED IN 30 MINUTES.

Dr. Agnew’s Heart Cure not only cures
the heart, but the nerves as well. In a
trice it allays pain, in a twinkling it gives
strength and vigor and it works a quick
and permanent \cure as by magic. This
remedy cures by a new process and is an
honest, harmless, wonderful remedy - for
weak hearts, weak nerves, weak blood.

Dr. Agnew’s Liver Pills, 40 doses, 10c.

ing in progress among the Koskena tribe
of Indians, but owing +to pressure on
space. more than the mere mention of it
and that a native Edward was acting the
role of Ha-Matsa could not be given.
These people believe that they are the
descendants of mythical personages, and
that their great, great ancestors dropped
from: the sky, arose from the underworld
or emerged from the ocean. They be-
lieve that by following out various cus-
toms of their ancestors they will
have pestowed on them supernatural help
and power. The magical gifts, dances,
and crests of spirits are therefore. allk
hereditary, but can also be obtained by
marriage and initiation into one of its

painful injuries. The singers beat their
rythm on pieces of pine boards, in a
seated position. The square enclousure
of earth is reserved for: the dancing
space, in the centre of which a fire is
kept burning. The faces of the old mem-
bers are painfed black and they wear
rings of red cedar bark around the neck.
Eagle-down' feathers are® worn in the
head-dress. Then comences a loud musi-
| cal afld song recital, designed to charm
back the novice. Messengers are sent
out to report if he has been seen. Sud-
denly his steps are heard on" the roof,
whieh he has ascended by means of a
polet arranged fer thes purposze. By

%ecratched wigh their claws, which afford
{
1
i
|
|

body for the candidate to eat. THe palms
of both hands are turned .upward in
front of him and he keeps watching the
hands of the dancer. All the assembly
enter the house, Affer lin ng an
hour or so the novice goes to the rear
and climbs up the pole to the roof, and
descends down into the secret room.
Shortly afterward he dashes out among
the people and seizes the nearest man
and bites his arm. He circles round the
fire holding on to his vietim by  the
teeth. This performance is repeated four
times, the novice selecting a different
man on each occasion. He is still
thought to be out of his senses.

In the first dance of the candidate he

looking for human flesh.
i His movements are executed in: a squai-
i ting position, making wild and violent
i gestures as he proceeds. He wears a
erown of red cedar bark; and is held by
| a large ring around his neck, so that he
 will not attack and bite more of the
| people. The female dancer again ap-
| pears in front of him, dancing as before
described. The candidate then returns to
his seeret quarters, and the people. take
on their cedar ornaments and throw
them into the fire. This is called smok-
ing the wildness out..of the . new Ha-
Matsa.  For two nights thereafter the
danees .are ‘kept up, after -which the
noviee ghows signs that he has bécome
nearly pacified.
he last night of the ceremony. endx
in ‘a gemeral festival. at which all the
men, women and children of the tribe
are invited. Tge candidate now appears
dressed for the first time in a button
lanket and a new head-dress and neck-
ring. He then pays the men for the
bites he has inflicred during initiation,
the price being a canoce for each. bite,
The women dancers are given bracelets,
and the men who sang button blankets.
The eannibal pole and curtain of the
secret room are pulled down and burnt
in the fire. The new-fledged Ha-Matsa
is henceforth considered a person of
rank and power in the tribe, having ac-
quired the magic gifts of his fabulous
ancestors.

I{ is stated that the Nawittas, a
neighboring tribe of Indians who live on
Hope Island, is going to abandon this
ancient ceremondal in consequence of the
loss of their chief in crossing from Shu-
sharty Bay last year. and the loss of the
little girl mentioned a few days ago. and,
with the intention of moving back to
Fort Rupert, have burned a lot of their
Ha-Matsa paraphernalia.

THE OLD STORY.

Once more the world in in the midst of
the season of great joy. The tables are
being prepared for the Christmas feast;
relatives and friends who have been
separated for months, possibly for years,
are clasping hands and gazing into each
other’s countenances in the hope of
reading there the story of the arduous
battle of life. If all is well the sign will
not be lacking.  Mingled with the out-
ward, rejoicings of most of us there are
wistful inward feelings which cannot be
openly expressed. .

To those who have reached the stage
in life’s journey from which the struggles
of the past may be contemplated with
thankfulpess and the future looked for-
ward to with fortitude, there is a joy
too deep for uttéerance in the reunions eof
the Christmas season. I1f life’s léssons
have heeu wisely learned the selfishness
of early youth has been driven from' the
heart and ‘the true significance o0f the
great Christian feast is understood. But
it is not for the secular press to attempt
to deal with themes sacred to the pulpit.
It ean but, in its blundering way, strive

human animal at jhis the most important
station in the road we are all journey-
ing along. The Christmas feast has been
presented in different aspects to the
world since the days of its inauguration.
The changes in the manner of celebrat-
ing the day may be said to fairly mark
the progress of mankind. The Lord of
Misrule and the Abbot of Unreason have
been permanently banished from tlie
feast; the flowing bowl, the seasons' of
vassail or beastly excess, have been put
down, not perhaps through the efforts

is “progressive and in time -becomes
asha.ned of' doings his reason tells him
are unworthy of his high lineage. To-
day he is under the dominion of his rea-
sou. At the Christmas season he gives
way to the promptings of his better self.
and where formerly he strove to snatch

over-indulgence, -he mnow endeavois to
make others happy—to ease the burden
which bears so heavily. upon shoulders
bow>d down under the world's soriows.

specimen.
tpon
ceptions to this rule are unhappily de-
prived of the chief joys of Christmas.
Under the natural evolution of affairs,
children have become the chief objects
of adult solicitude during the Christmas
season. Santa Claus has usurped
functions of the Abbot

As much necessarily depends

fish . indulgence is lavished wupon those
who . take but little thought of' .the

marred by vain 'imagimings on the diffi-

future. Their rejoicings.are therefore full
and unconfinéd. May Santa Claus in the
generosity of his robust nature and the
kindliness of his great heart deal in
prineely =tyle with the children of this
western country, and all readers of the
Timas enjoy a happy and a merry Chnist-
mas.

WAR'S ALARUMS.

In the midst of this season of pesce
and goodwill fle talk in the NEWsPADers
is nearly all of war. Russia and Jepan
are practically -squaring up and riting
each other to “‘come’ on,” chife  the
Grand Lama ¢f Thibet from

soldiers of our King to *“‘get out” while
there is yet timae. If they fail to take
advice given with the kindliest atten-

dark place at all. ‘So while the world is
ringing with the message. of the
deemer, while the spirit of the Nazarene
is supposed to- be brooding over the con-
tentions sonsy of man, the sword is
threateningly upiifted in the continental
cradle of Christianity.

Somehow the thought will intrude
itself thdt a great part of the world
hopes for war between jussia  and
Japan. We are by nature savages yet,
and we fake the delight of savages in the
spectacular. If  to the spectacle be
added the faseination cf horrer, the in-
terest is intevsified.

A ‘conflict in which Japan and Russia
were the participants would be one of
the most interesting struggles in history,
because for the first timmie the mighty
engines men have been inventing and
building during the past twenty
would be given a real test. The ships
of war are assemblirg in the waters of
the Pacific, and if the trumpet summons
to strife the most interesting cf the tests
will occur on this great future highway
of the wenld's commeves. To intensify

to interpret the feelings of the average |

of particular reformers, but because man |

a few hours of feverish excitement by !

We think this’ may be safely accepted |
as .the attitude of tne average human |

the |
of Unreason. |
That which was went to be spent in sel- |

morrow. and Avhose joy in the day is un- |

culties which‘mpay be encountered in the |

tions {hey may never emerge from the |
! last
Re- '
. a bounty on
| tion had been carefully considered and

{ from a sore hand,

years |

the interest, the future of a nation which
aspires to a place among the chief of the
world powers of the future will be at
stake, The name of Japan as a natiem
camnot be wifedididm the map, but her
aspirations may suffer such a blight as
will permanently affect her future. :AlE
this supposing the conflict were confined
to the original disputants. But Japam
has one ally, and her participation in ther
tragic drama. would be of more thawor
passing interest -to Canadians, apart froms
the mere fact of neighborhood.

As for the'. disturbance likely to .be
caused by the Grand Lama, it will mob

agitate the world unduly. The mysteri-

ous ruler will be dragged into the fiercer
light of modern tinves soon. He will be
stripped of his halo and scrutinizeds
through the glasses of the coldly curious.
Terrible tales are told of the treatment
of adventurers who with more zeal tham
discretion have penetrated the mountaim
bulwarks of the sovereizn of Thibet. It
is nof clear yet what object the British
expedition hovering on the borders of tier
undiscovered country has in view. If it
proceeds to extremities it may test the-
intentions of the terrible monks whe~
guard the Lama and the secret places
of Buddhism. Colonel Younghushan{d’s
mission. may not be altogether = discon-
nected with the movements of Russia in
the territory. The Muscovite is very
active at the present time, and British
statesmen may believe he is paving the
way for territorial exfensions beyond the
régions in which Japan claims an inter-
est. Britain is always ready to check
Russia,

The mantle of charity is very broad
during a certain season, and we feel free
to confess a®this time that evens Tories
may serve . useful purpeses in. . the
economy of pelitical life, provided they
are kept in opposition. Canada has
developed marvellously since the Lib-
erals were called to power in 1896, Bti-
tish Columbia bas gone from bad to
worse under the most fossilized, reckless,
corrupt form of the Toryism with whick
she has been encumbered nearly all
her days.. There could be no stronger
proof of the soundness of our proposition,
surely. Apropos of which we quote the
following true story, fold by Mr, G. W.
E. Russell, “Mamma,” asked a little
girl of Whig parentage, who from her
cradle had heard nothing but denuncia-
tion of her father’s political opponents,
“are Tories born . wicked, of do they
grow wicked afterwards?’ And her
mother judiciously replied: “My dear,
thgy are born wicked, and grow worse.”

- » -

The Times sincerely hopes thoughts of
the things he ought not to have done as
well as of the things he should have

| done, but did not do, will not interfere

with Premier McBride's enjoyment of
Christmas, We are very much afrajd
there is not much joy for either the Pre-
mier or his Ministers in thoughts of the
reassembling of the Legislature. We
know they cannot forget the past or look
forward to the future with the joy whick
enters into the hearts of those engaged
in a, worthy cause, but still we wish
them as much. enjoyment as is compati-
ble with the equivocal circumstances of
their position.
L] *® u

A stranger who arrived in the city
from the frozen regions of the East the
other day was so struck with our mild
climate ;that he immediately annouhced

i his intention of spending his “summer

holidays"” ‘here. Tourist
pleas: make a note of.
* 3

Now the wise men of the East have as-
sembled themselves together and are con-
sidering mecasures for the exterminatiom
of the mosquito. . They propoese to make
war upon the little pest and accomplish

Associatiom

. his end and the end, they hope, of all the-
environment, those wko are ex-

diseases he spreads throwghout the land
‘with his terrible borer. The Russiam
bear is also gravely considering the ques-
tion of crushing the Japanese mosquifo,
but he is rather dombtful about  the
length of the mosquite's bill. If the Czar
possesses the wisdom for which the men
of the East are famed he will advise his
advisers to deal carefully with the new
power.
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Why is it that so many estimable ci;i—
zens are desirous of serving the South
Ward in the Municipal Council? There
is a great wealth of material, offering

. in one district, while in the: ‘'other ' the

old members appear destined to encounter
little opposition. The city has been ,well
served in ail the wards during the. past
year, but there may be room for improve-
ment. The Times would like to see en-

i ergetic men in otner districts follow the
' example of the South warders and make
i the fight a merry one all round,
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It is announced that at last a cure has
been found for locklaw. The jaws of a

! patient in New York was released from

their tension after the injectiop of‘a

j quantity of the newest discovery in the
his im- |
penetrable shroud of mystery tells Ih(‘:
| there may be an element of truth in it.

science of mediecine.

So it is alleged. As
the

story does not come from Chicago,

The
owners,

Associated  Siiver-Leéad Mine

at  a meeting at Sanden
week, adopted a resolution
disapproving of the -agitation ' for
zine until the gues-

the effect of a bounty was understood.

, The same meeting condemned the mem-
i ber for Slocan fer some flippant talk in

the legislature about the lead ‘bounty
having failed of its purpose. The lead-
silver miners take a sensible view of
both questions, i

Bate, assistant secretary of' the
Y C. A, left this morning for his
home in Nanaimo: He has been suffering
blood poisoning being
threatened. He will take a holiday in order
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! to recuperate.

Chlef Justice and  Mrs. Hunter leave
this evening for Portland. to attend
the funeral of Mrs, Huntexr's uncle, the late
Dr, H %
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J. W, Barwick and wife, of Vancouver,
are registered at the Vietoria.

Lever’s Y-Z(Wise Head) Disinfectant Soag
Powder is 2 boon to any home. It disin
‘ects and cleans at the same tima, -




