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found, a« well In the FTnly Sciipturei i* in heathen wrlf«ri,

jickin»A'le(lj',ing aiiJ provin«^ the interporiimn otl^rovidtiicc %

bu'h to puiiiih and icwurJ the nations ut the r^rth <i' corilmg

lu iht If JceJs. Nor can it he nerellury : For this is a trutii

which the general coniciit of mankind h^th udMiitteJ. Ex-
ceptiiiK onlv a few profeflor* of Scn-Hce f^iljly ft taUmi^ who
would attrioute the \^hc!c •olicond iaujtt : Not conliderin^

how iiuny of the tranfadtiotis alluded to no hu nan (ji^acity

could, on this fuppofition, unravel : And, moreover) th^t

whether God works hik purpol'c by ^ ftcond^ a third, or at

fourth raufc, it is equally God that works all the while. But

fuch men look only to the inftrunent : Vo them thtarmof
the Lotti that wields it hath not bein revtaled.

But let us, my Brethren, cultivate mor^ humble am. de-

vout ilirpoi'itions. Let us endeavour to improve by the aw«
ful judgments thai have tillcn on pad agei. Wwt particular-

ly Li us Urivc to difcern the Si[;nt o/"th>-'le prefcnt times^ that

vit \\\A)- Jlee fi tin the wrath to csme. For this purpoie we
fiiall now proceed

2. To conlidcr whether there be not now evident marus

of a divine villtatioii in the world.

Under »his head 1 do not mean to dwell, (for time will not

permit) on that fpirit of difcontent and tuibulence } that de-

i'lreof unl'ettling ancient habits j that difpolition to quit the

flow butfure ways of fcber Midullry, and to ru(h into new
adventures— Arhich are in themfelvcs curfcs of no light na-

ture and infallibly lead to others tenfold more fevcre ; and

which, notwithltanding, now feem to have infected a confi-

derable part of mankind. But I will only draw you.- atten-

tion to thf prefent mifcrable htuation of France—A country

whole defpf rate attack on our dearelt rights might well pro-

voke us, but whofe exccflive luflcrings are enoufi;h to draw

companion from the bitteroft cne:nies it ever had.

7'he people, of whom I fpeak, were but lately, as a nation,

very flourifhing and powerful i but they had amongll them

many crying abufcs and corruptions : /.nd it may not be al-

tO"etncr ufelcfs to notice a few of the principal ones ; thr.t

Wc n)ay let' how nituraliy (fuch is the wile appointment of

God) their fulFc/ings have grown out of their Ims.

in the firrt place, then, tlu: eltal>liihed religion of the

country was dcformeJ by many anJ gri^rvous errors ; and

their public worfliip was fuperltiiious and abfurd in the ex-

treme. I'heir dovlrines of iranfubiUntiaLion, and purgato-


