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t^ time have been immersed by John Baptist, or any otherm.".. It will be remembered that John completed his pro-ceedmg w,th tlie people before Christ ^-as baptised. "Nowwhen all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus,'

^^ed when he began to be about thirty years of age."- ^uke
in. ^A John ,,..^ „„,y ^i^ ,^^_^j|^^ ^y^^ ^^^^^ pj^^.^^

.

years old, (Xum iv. 3-47, and 1 Chron. x..iii. a.) He thus began
us mnnstry only si.x months before Clnisfs baptism; by wl'eh
time he i.^d baptized all the people. The numbers that, intee SIX months and perhaps less), he baptized, were probably

a ion, he passed through his bands 12,800 a-duy, a number
vnich It is physically impossible to immerse, but which he couldhave spnnkled in large numbei-s with great ease. Every thing.

it "';,', '
"" '"'^P""""" " P'»"S'"S at .Enon or Jor-dan, ni the former spot, there is only a "well;" in the latter,a d ep rushing stream; while crowds of people, unprepai-ed

vith a change of clothes, were baptized at the rate of 1070 an

John selected the neighbourhood of these waters to carry onhis mmistry for si., months, among.^t such crowds, twenty-five
miles roni Jerusalem, is to ,liscard the natural view of the casem order to buttress a distinctive scheme. But it may b.^
said that John baptized in Jordan. Yon will, however, recall
^> ha was sa,d about Philip g„i„„. down into the water of Gaza,and the fact that it would be as correct a reading of the original,
to read "at " Jordan, or" with" Jordan; for these are as ordi-
nary mea„n,gs of the prepositions used by the Scripture histo-rnms as " n, " or " into;" and if John only baptized " at "

or
witn the Jordan, it does not shew any immersion. But the

question ,s closed by John's own statement inourte.xt, "lin-
aecd baptize you with water unto repentance," " lie shall
baptise yon with the Holy Ghost, and with fire." Now, what

rr,', nT'"';
"! ''"l'"'^'"S «-ith "the Holy Ghost, and with

nre
. Uearly, by the descent of the Holy Ghost, " and cloven

tongues of fare " wliich sut upon them," AActsii. .3. Now, as the


