
20 THE INSTRUCTOR.

Monro confinei his nttentlnn to what
are rnllod tlio "lower provinci'H,'' con-

aisliii^ of New iJruiuwick, Novix Hcn-

tia, aiitl I'riiico Edwiird (loud. To
show the exUut of Ihu intiuiry inati*

tilted by Mr. Monro inlo iho condition

and attributes of thuHO provinctis it

miglit Hufiioe to quote from hiu title-

pugo that the work prufesiOti to detail

"their hintoryi civil divisiuiiti, gtogrn-

phy, and prodtictiunn; with Ai.atisticd

uf the Rovoral counties ; affording

viowt of th« resourcotnud QapabililioN

of tho provincos, and .luandoJ tocon-
Toy uKoful informntior, as Well to their

iuhuhitants, as to cmi(;ranta, stran-

Ifors, and travil. , and for tho use

of schools." This, it will be admitted*

ia a pretty wide field, and a rather

comprehensive programme; but,wheu

we state that tho work extends to

nearly 400 octaTO pnges, it will be al-

lowed that tho author hoa amply ful-

filled its conditions. Mr. Monro ib

the author of a previouH treatiHe on
tbeort-tical and piaoiidil laud Hurvey-

ing, ai:d his antecedents, therefore,

quniify him for tho kind of rtsenrch

required for a work of this description.

The voluinp, indeed, contains tho most

minute particulars, under the heads

above enumerated, respecting these

countries which the most curious in-

quirer could desire to know; whether

it were hid objecit to trade with the

country, or to settle in it, oc simply to

gratify a general thirst for informa-

tion. In each of these respects our

author literally exhausts the subject,

and leaves nothing whatever for the

future statist except to dig in the mine
lio

i
ns here l"id open, o* to record

the f changes wUich tho lapse of time

may produce. These, indeed, it is im-
possible to predict. The progress of

these countries has already been so

extraordinary, their boundaries are so

vast, and their resources so exhaust-

less, that to trace their future career

would baffle the foresight of any pro-

phet who was not endowed with tke

gift of inspiration. In the meantime
the object of Mr. Monro's work is to

aid this derslopmeiit and stimulate

tbiH profroig by disclouinjf to tht
world the capabtlitio!< and sdvuntagea
of thenc infant ooloiuei ; and thus to

draw within their borders ond lui'jrest

in their prosperily tho hearts and
hands of those who are capable nf'cul-

tivatiuR tho soil, extending the fl^hey*

ies, increasing thu trade, and consoli-

dating the liberties of those outlying
bulwurkH ot tho Hritish crown.
The exports from these and other

infant colonies, of oourao, consist of
the rudti productions of the soil, or

tho DO lets valuable treasuros of the

deep. The character of these cannot
groatly be varied, within any definite

puriod of time, because they are fur

niiihcd liy the hand of nature rather

than by tho art of man. Truo, eren
these may be greatly modified, in the
course of time, by human ingenuity and
the reqiiirnments of commerce. But
tho (juaulity of the natural produo-
tiona of u vountry may be indefi-

nitely iMdtirgcd by the incroase of
iti population, and the ever ^rrovving

demands of Uh trade. A certain pro-
portion must always exist between tho

exports and 'mports of any country
which hopes to enjoy a fair share o^
material proapcrity. Tho " balance
ot trade" is as important an element
ill commercial greatness as "the bal-

ance of power" in the political- rela-

tions of stales. * # # # We con-
sider it a val'inblo contribution to the
Block of our information rospecting
these important proviaees of the Brit*

ish empire, whose ultimate import-

ance no man can estimate, but which
in the meantime are m some danger
of being altogethtT overlooked. Mr.
Monro has dono for Now Brunnwick
and its lesser neighbors what was done
byj- Mr. Montgomery Martin niany

years ago for more extensive legions

of our colonial empire. He has col-

lected and arranged data valuable ttt

the statesman, the merchant, the emi«

grant, and tke philosopher; and the

realization of his hopes in the adequate

peopling and cultivation of these fair

provinces will materially contribute to

the prosperity and happiness ef a con-

m
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