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Appendix.

The Destitute Poor in County Gaols.

F.xitrptsfrom the Annual Neports of
T. F. Chamkrlain, Af.D., Inspector of
Prisonsfor Ontario.

Ol.ll I'EOI'I.K AS VAtlRANTS.

" The urcalLSt ditViculty in Ihc proper

iiianaKiMiicnt of uur gauls and the

classilicatiun of prisoners, and main-

tainint; cleanliness and discipline is

caused by the judges, police magis-

trates and justices of tlie peace commit-
ting to the gaols, under the Vagrancy
Act, old people (men and women) who
are guilty of no crime, but who, on
account of poverty and inability to

earn for themselves a livelihood, and
having no friends to undertake the

responsibility of their care, have no
other shelter. These people arc com-
mitted from year to year, and in some
cases 1 have found then) to have been
continuously in our gaols for five or

six years, thus practically making our
gaols serve as county poor-houses. Un-
less outside accommodation is pro-

vided soon I shall be compelled to

re(|uire the county authorities to build

additions to the gaols for the special

care and comfort of these indigent

peojile, as they cannot be allowed to

occupy the cells, d:i\ rooms and corri-

dors which are re(|uired for the crimi-

nal classes.

" I am pleased to be able to report

that during the past year some of the

counties in the west have provided
industrial homes, and many other

counties throughout the Province are

moving in that direction. ....
.Ml the cttunty otVicers and others with

whom I conversed, a.ssured me that

since the establishment of county poor-

houses there bad l)een a feeling of

satisfaction aniong the people from the

knowledge that the aged and |)oor

people were more comfortably and
respec tably cared for, and at no greater

cost than under the old system of farm-

ing them out or connnitting them to

gaols." Report of iSt^j.

"It is to be regretted that the prac-

tice still continues of placing in the

gaols old people unable to work, and
who have no home, or friends that are

willing to care for and look after them.
" In some of the gaols it is a com-

mon thing to fmd old people who have
been inniates for many years. 'I'his

state of things should not exist longer.

If the liberal provision made in past

years by the (lovernment to induce
counties to establish Industrial Homes
for this class has failed in its purpose,

more stringent legislation siiould be

adopted to compel counties to provide

such houses. I am led to believe that

in many cases these old people are

placed in gaol, and on prisoners diet

and provided with criminal clothing,

simply because it is cheaper for the

counties thus to maintain them than

to i)rovidc a respectable |)lace for their

care and comfort where many of them
could to a greater or less extent con-

tribute to their support on farm or

garden."

—

Report of iS()3.

" I have again to call attention to

the large number of old people who
are committed to the g.iols, under the

Vagrancy Act, simply because they

have no home and are without friends

to provide for them.
" The result is the crowding of the

gaols, rendering them unsanitary and
unfit for the purpose for which they

were erected, namely, the safe keeping

of prisoners and their proper classifica-

tion. This condition of things has a

tendency to make the officials of the

gaol less careful in the surveillance of

prisoners under their chargeandescapes
occur in conseijuence. In many of the

gaols there is not sufficient cell accom-

modation for the old people, and they

have to lie upon the floor or " shake-

downs." It is on account of this cKiss

of habitues of the gaols during the past

two or three years that the statistics

show a larger criminal proportion than

actually exist. They are not incarcera-

ted for crime but to keep them from

perishing outside, and while they are

to some extent made more comfortable

as to food and clothing, the fact of

their being kept in gaols is a disgrace

to our civilization and the Christianity

of this province.
" Owing to the general depression in

business and conse({uent hard times

during the [Kist year the number of

paupers has greatly increased in the

county gaols.

" The only remedy for this state of

affairs is the erection of suitable indus-

trial county homes where this class

can be cared for more comfortably and
less exj)ensively. This would relieve

the |)ressure upon the gaols, and leave

sufficient room for the proper classifi-

cation of criminals which would add to

their safekeeping."—^f/i^r/ for f5g4.

CAVUf'.A CIaoi,.

"When old people are hereafter

committed to the gaol as vagrants they

are not to be clothed in prison garb,

but are tu be supplied with suitable

civilians' clothing if they have not suf-

ficient of their own."

—

iS(^2.

CoilOURfi CiAOI,.

" I again inspected the Cobourg
gaol on the 3rd October. On that

day there were 10 prisoners in custody,

viz., 9 men and one woman. The lat-

ter was serving one month in gaol for

being drunk and disorderly. Of the

male prisoners, 2 were sentenced for

larceny, i for assault, i for being drunk
and disorderly, and 2 for vagrancy ; i

was awaiting trial for rape, i for for-

gery, and I was insane. The latter

had been duly certified and reported.
" The general condition of the build-

ing is not good. It is very old and
much in need of repairs.

" From the number of indigent per-

sons who are committed as vagrants

from time to time, I consider it advis-

able that this gaol should be converted

into a county poor house and that a
new gaol be erected, more convenient

to the town, at an early date."

—

iSg2.

" I inspected this gaol on the 30th

January. There were fourteen prison-

ers in custody on that day, namely, nine

men and five women. Of the former,

one was sentenced to three months in

gaol for bigamy ; one for fighting, three

months in gaol ; two for larceny, three

months in gaol ; three for vagrancy

;

one for drunkenness ; one insane.

The women were all old, and had been
committen for vagrancy.

" I inspected this gaol on the nth
September when there were fourteen

prisoners in custody—eleven men and
three women. One of the men was
certified in.sane, and the others were
all under sentence—one for indecent

assault, two months in gaol ; o ie for

stabbing, six months in Central P'ison
;

two for drunkenness, thirty da'- each

in g:. il ; one for larceny, three and a

half months in gaol ; and four for

vagrancy. Two of the women were

vagrants and the other a prostitute.

"The third flat of the building is

now being fitted up to accommodate
the poor people who are sent to gaol

under the Vagrancy Act. I am en-

tirely opposed, however, to taking up
room in the gaol for the pur[)oses of a

county poorhouse ; and if the county
authorities persist in doing so they will

be required to furnish such accomnio-

dation as is aflbrded in an industrial

home, and not compel the inmates to

be treated as criminal prisoners."

—

Report of i8g4.

Kingston Gaol.

"'i'his gaol was visited by me on
the 22nd February. There were twelve

prisoners—eleven males and one female
in custody. Of the former, two were
under sentence for larceny, one for

assault, and the others for drunken-

ness and vagrancy. The female was
under sentence for vagrancy."

—

18^4.


