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(From "Canadian Ulustraled News," 3rd AxKjust, 1878.)

THE CIIRONICLES OF THE ST LAWRENCE.

'I pray you, lot us satisfy our eyes

With tho moraorials and th« things of farao

Tliut do renown this city."

Shakespeare,

Si) sald Soliastiiiii wlien lie ontered a city in Illyria, rendered fainous by
SîiakeHjjeare in that iiiost eiiclianting coniedy—"ïwelfth Niglit." So aho
inuHt iiiaiiy a tor.ri.st hâve Kaid to lus compagnon de voyage, wlien viaitiiig

the city of' Qiiei)ec, wliicli is replète with tràditioiiary lore, qiiaint legeuds,

au I historié iiieideiit.s of inen reiiowiied for their deeds.

For Christian service and true chivalry

As is thc sepulehre in stubborn Jewry
or tlie world'3 ransoni, blessod Mary'a Son.

Al! tliy vi>!itor>! to the aneieiit capital who hâve read Mr. LeMoine's

dflightfiil volume "Qiielioc: Past and Présent," must hâve satisfied then»-

yelves that there were in the city many meinoriala and things of fanie

of which they wonld hâve known lïothing withont hi.s friendly guidance. If

the étranger, or I should say rather, pilgrim, to Stadacona owea a debt of

.ratituile to Mr. LeMoine, the lover of the roniantic shorcs of the St.

Lawrence froui the Island of Orléans to the Island of Anticosti ia so nmch
the more indebtcd to hini for his "Ghronicles of the St. Lawrence." Person-
ally, having been in the habit for many years past, whenever opportunities

prèsented themselves, of making a trip either by steamer, sailing vessel or

pi lot l)oat to the Lower St. Lawrence, and being now tolerably familiar with
its shores and the picture.so[ue villages which fringe its hill sides, I most
cordially thank Mr. LeMoine for liia "Chronicles," and must confess that I

bave not, for a long time, read a book with so much interest and pleasure.

I am not going to write a criticism on the book, neither to dwell on the skill

anil abilitics of one, whose réputation as an antiquarj', archœologist and a
scholar i.s as well known in the Province of Québec as the niaple trees are in

the autumn for their lieautiful and luxuriant foliage, when clothed in a
'•'proud prosperity of leavep." But 1 am going to recommend diligent reading
of the "Chroniclea" to ail who bave ever travelled by water from Québec to

the Atlantic, and more particularly so to those who bave never seen the
thouaand iiatural beautiea and the inagnificiMit Laurentian moimtains, which
everywhere présent tbemselves to the eye, and so strongly appeal to the
imagination and the feelings during ihe trip down the river.

Perhaps no excursion on tins continent can be made where there is such
a variety in the phases of the .«cei.i^ry as that existin > bot'veen Québec and
the "Gulf Ports." Again, for convenience, expeditious and eafe transit, the
Gulf Steamers Secret and Miramichi, and the River Steamers Saguenay,
Union and St. Lawrence afibrd everything that can be desired. But the mère
trip to and fro, beyond a momentary gratification to the eye, and imparting
a liealthful glow to the cheek, and invigorating the body, is not seeing the St.

Tjawrence in the way to appreciate the spirit of Mr. LeMoine's "Chronicles."
The rapid passing in a steamboat the Island of Orléans, Isle-aux-Coudres,
Murray Bay, Thc Pilgrims, Riviere-du-Loup, Tadousac, Bic, Rimouski,
Métis, Cape Chatte, Caiie Rosier, Gaspe, Perce and other places en route to
Pictou, will not enable the tourist to form even a remote idea of the romantic
inland scenery, "where scarce a woodman finds a road, and scarce the fielier

plies an oar," but where every mile is rather "magnificently rude" or sublime
m its grandeur. A? a hurried waik round tlie Louvre and the Vatican with
an ordinary cicérone, or through such glorious fanes as Canterbury, York
and Westminster, Gloster, Wells and Salisbuiy, accompanied only by tlie

pubsacria*. or verger, will not let the student or pilgrim, however intelligent
or perspicacious he may be, gràsp the beanties, M-hether of sculpture, painting
or architecture, prèsented to Jiis view, neither will a temporary halting at tlie

wharvea or lauaing places of the différent villages enable the voyageur to

fiid that
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