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h anftthemaa thefre«i in mnvine the fourth Resolution, the kev. A
[lod. The two latter ^cLcod Staykly spoke to the following elTect,—
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Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen^—We are

iisembled this evening, for the purpose of provok-

ng one another tu love, and to good works, and it

s gratifying to perceive the influence of Bible

ruth, in leading Christians of ditierent denomina-
ions to unite their energies in one great plan of

Christian benevolence, having fur its object the

liS'usion of that Word, which unfolds to .>illen mnn
ho mystery of redeeming love; and which God

lias magnified above all his name. iSurely at this

Km «f tha linhiV^^P'y interesting period of our world's history,
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now propose, leads us

contrast those countries which have the Bible,

ith those in which Us circulation is obsinicled by

ccksiastical or temporal auUionty: And this, Sir, is

Ite contrast between liberty, and despotism— be-

ween knowledge and ignorance—between light

nd darkness, it is a comparison ofthose countries

n which the sun of righleousnesn has arisen, with

hose which are still in moral darkness and have not

he light or' life. With such a subject before ns

ve rnitjbt plead the cause of this Society, apart al-

ogethei- from those high and holy motives which
ppeal to man as an immortal being. We migiit

hew what it has done for his present happiness

nd temporal comfort, irreepective of his future

elicity and everlasijng welfare. Bui it is the

)ower of the gospel, in turning man from darkness
"ighf, and from satan unto (Jod, that constituits

ts bri;rhio.;t glory, and it is the circulation of tiiis

Icssed iiook, leading her to embrace a wider and
till wider range in this pre-eminently christian en-

erprisc, that his given to our own highly favoured

Christians. We vo' ""'» ''^f '•'"^ iionoiir and real greatness in the eyes
if the civilized world

What is ii il'rit "lakes Britain what p!ie is, //<<>

iimilv over^vhich {\\JiO'nd of the fi at and the home of >ht urcttet the model

of the British IJ;ble ff poliiit;al tVeedoin, and an asy'iirn for the oppres-

continue in our worif^'^ of all nations? Whul io it that enables her tu

face of our globe phn 1'/"'"^''^'"' 'o cwf»7/ stranger and foreisntr, that ke

ir own loni; uo ! I S' ili'i>'-S forth redeemed, regenerated, and diseiitlimilcd

pi N > r.iPtter, giv'4'" '"omtui he sets his /hot on British ground J" It

nrfj not r'ad it! N'4? '''° Bible. Yes it is liie Bible that is the Magna
'larta of Jiriiisa liberty— it is the Bible that has

iven stability to British institutions, and elevated
he land of Bibles to such a proud position

mongst t!(0 nations, n" l of Europe only, but of the

orld. G'kI forbid thui with Capernaum's prui-
ges, she slioulj have Capernaum's punishment.
he politician may say that Britain's greatnoiss

ises from tiie tvisdom of hor statesmen—the poll-

^cal econuiniat may say that it is the result of na-
"onal industry—the soldier may say that it is secur-
<l to her by the prowess of her armiec, in fighting

' e battles of our country—or the philosopher may
y that it follows as a natural consequence from
cr sons having made euoii progress in the arts and
ences- but let us ask the Christian, and he will
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tell ns, eye, and with more Truth too, that it is th«
Bible and the principles of the Bible, secured to us
by the dying blood, and bequeathed to us as a
fcacred iegacy, by the dying breath of those vene-
rable men,

" Whose bones lie scaitered on the Alpine mountaini e«ld >

Even 'hem who kepi God's truth so p jre of •-id."

Yes, and in so far as she nationally recognises this

Bible, and nationally avows these prtnciplea of
genuine Christianity, in so far will she need " no
bulwark, no tower along '.iie steep," for the God of
the Bible will keep her in the holtow of his hand, bt
a xoall offire around her, and the glorij in 'he midst

ofher. Banish the Bible, and yon extinguish iho
sun of her moral, social, and political existence.

Banish the Bible, and you destroy the palladium of
her freedom;—and it will be told from shore to

shore, and from the Euphrates,*t'o the ends of ths
earth, that the light of British liberty is extinguish-
ed forever. Banish the Bible, and it will be with
Great Brii.-^in, as it was with imperial pagan Rome;
or as it was with France after the revocation of the
edict of Nantes— irrcligion and infidelity will flow
throughout the length and breadth of the land, and
there will be written tipon all her glory in charac-
ters which cannot be mistaken, Tekel— (Aou art

weighed iii the balances, and art found wanting—
MENE.Giec/ hath numbered thy kingdom andfinished it

But, Sir, the contrast referred to in this resolution

is sometimes presented by the same country. Le,!;

us take Ireland for an example, with a recently

estimated population of six millions, who either are
not allowed tu have the word of God at all, or who
have it only in a mutilated, and imperfect form.

We look to the North, and we see there content-

iTient, peace, and prosperity. We look to tha

Southern '.nd Western countries, and we see there

misery, war, and povcr* , and we ask what is thd
cause? Why IS It that \ iilst the South is turbulent

the i\'ortIi is |)eacefu! ? thnl whilst the south ij famino

I

Htnckcn, the noilh has plenty ? I3itbeca11.se that

Outer lios a belter sojl, better climate, and better

liiWsr iSu! It is brc.TU?e that Ulster has God's
Bibles uiid n ith God's Bible she hus God's blessing

nnd wi;hG.)d'd lilessing she has that which niakelU

rich, and bringeih along with it nu borrow.

The politician may talk of plana of reform, or

the merchant may devise sriie.nes of commercial
agfjraiidisement, or the Ai;KCulturi8t :r.:iv proposo

a better system for the culliva;ion of the soil, but,

Sir, the uiirrsliicted circulation of iho Sci'plures,

nnd the ameliorating influence of gospel truth, will

do more than the politician or the merchant ever

has done, or than the agriculturist ever can do, for

the temporal and spiritual welfare of that interesting

but unhappy land.

Tiie n.Tiions have fallen and thod still art young,
Thy sun is liui rising wlipii oilicrs have set,

And ilioJgli sl.iverv's cloud o'er thy morning has hunj
Tim (uli noun ollruudom shall beam round thee yet.

But again. Sir, if we Ic '< \.o those ccuntriesunder

the influence of Mahomedanism, or Judaism, or

Paganism or Idolatry, v.o see their inhabitants

bound bend and fool, by lht» chains of despotic

power. If again wo look to those countries whicK

arc under the influence of that syiicm which ciili


