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Extent of theAbilities, and the Number of Refources fllli left to this

Country : The Stocks then rofe j and they would have rifen to a

much gre&ier Height than they are atnow,ifthefameMeafures had
been purfued ; but a different Syftem has check'd the Progrefs

natural to them in Times of Peace ; and fo long as that Syftem

prevails, we can pretend neither to an Independency of Trade,

nor a Permanency of Power. Drooping Credit, and Revenue
continually crumbling away, in a Seafon of perfedt Tranquility,

are alarming Circumflances to a commercial People : And fruf-

trate the Provifion neceflary to be made againft that Day, when
we fliall be called upon to maintain the Alcendancy we have ac-

quired in Europe : It wil! lot remain with us long, our Trade
cannot be protedVed, our Colonies cannot be preferved, our very

Exiftence cannot be fecured, if the Finances of the Kingdom be
ruined : In vain may we difcipline Armies, build Fleets, or form
Alliances, while the Means to make ufe of them are wanting

;

and by a fteady and judicious Management of the Revenue, and
by that alone, can thofe Means be procured. We have feen how
much may be gained in a fhort Time by fuch Management ; we
have feen how much may be loft in lefs Time by a contrary Con-
dudl : Let us judge then of the Meafures by their EfFedts : And
of the Minifters by their Meafures : The Decifion is important j

For the State of the Nation depends on the Syftem which is

chofcn for the Adminiftration of the Finances.
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