
THE UNITED STATES FOR FKENCII CANADIANS. 343

ih othcr

Batistes

>mcial "

facter of

syinj)a-

[luntary

|t coinea

aps tho

in tho

)ositioii

beforc

Jl, /atal,

conse-

mnt of

tlay to

t as it

Canada.

>]onies,

might

ler lias

Cana-

^eneral

of the

under

ntiers,

vadcr

;

of an

itarva-

to tlie

ever

S and

Us in

Y dis-

And
itions

with

our-

ider-

Thcre is, I know, nothing to strikc a poctical fancy in ail tlii.s.

The Word " Indopendencc" has a gênerai signilîcance Avliicii ai))tealH

more eloquently to national pride; its sonority rings })k'asantly on

the ear; but scrious-niinded pcsoph;, habituated to judgc questions on

their rival merit, are not led by soumis or sentiments. I must, how-

cver, acknowledge that some of the most prominent among them do

not hesitate oi)enly to advocato tho idea of Indepcndencc, in spite of

ail possible objections; but, without questioning their sincerity for

one moment, I hâve not the slightest doubt but that they do not

follow sueh course without the mental réservation: "Lot us bc free

lirst; we will trini our sails afterwards." This aftcr ail may be the

most practical way of facing the question; but for those who, not

having to deal with the matter as to " ways and nieans," wish only

to realize the purely theoretical point, i\\\& formule opportnvi.sle, as it

might be termed in France, is not at ail satisfactory. And the ques-

tion still romains, '* What would be left to our cLoice, when Impérial

Fédération is rejected and Permanent Indepcndencc acknowlcdgod as

impossible or dangerous?"

There is for me, and I am sure for the greater numbcr of my com-

patriots, only one reasonable solution to the problem ; that is, to

accept the last of the three alternatives pointod ont at the bcgiiming

of this article, a political union with tho United States:—in the.re-

ceived newspaper-phraso, Annexation.

The term " Annexation" has for a long time been most unpopular

among the French people of Canada. This arose from two reasons :

the smouldering fire of old historioal hatrcds which so often stained

with blood the battle-fields of the i)ast, and the instinctive re[)ug-

nancc of the clergy for the word " llopublic," which for them meant

révolution, terror and every " social disorder. " To this we may add

préjudice skilfully and incessantly stirred up by public men inter-

ostod in flattcring the ultra-loyal sentiments of our English popula-

tion. Of those three causes of antipathy, tho first—the most serious

—has entirely disappearcd. The memory of the old quarrels has

])asscd away ; the murderous struggles of a former day are completely

forgotten; cven the name of Bostonnais, which, by reason of the long

struggle, formerly callod forth such antagonistic feeling amongst us,

is not now hcard once in a year throughout the length and breadth of

the land. With it has disappeared also the name " Yankee," with its

sordid or even contumelious significance. The gênerons and uni-

versal hospitality extendcd to eleven or twelve hundred thousand


