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for a pi'iioil ot three- \cais. Ilu-sc In-

dians, calk'il the " Hell Gates," al\\a\s

seek winter (|iiarters a\va\' tVom the ri\er,

baek in the mountains, hut return to the

stream earl\ in the spring. \\ hen, there-

fore, news reaeheil me late in Mareh that

a pait\' ot from si'\ i'nt\-h\ e to a humli'ed

of these dangerous eustomers had assein-

hleil on the riwr

neai' m\ eaehe

below Hell (iate,

I naturalK felt

anxious toi- tlie

satet\ of m\ out-

tit, anil lost no

time in hurr\ing

to the spot.

When I arrived

tliere, atter a long

anil ilitHeult re-

turn iouine\ o\ ei'

tlie snow, 1 tound

the plaei', mueh
to m\ astonish-

ment, ipnte de-

seited. I he men
I had let't in

eliarge ot the
eai'he were no-

w h e I' e to h e

found. M\ tirst

thouLiht was that

the\ had heen

murdered, hut,

tailinii. to find an\

traee of their

bodies, and, on

eloser inspeetion,

disidverinii that

the I'ontents of

the eaehe had not

been distuibed, I

was toned to the eonelusion that the\ had

deserted of their own aeeonl. I',\en i\)w-

der, an Indian medieini'-man I brought

baek w illi me tiom the north, deserted me
the nuiining after our arrival, so 1 was left

alone, with onl\ m\- t'aitht'ul sledge-doLi,

/ilia, toi' a eompanion, to cope as best I

might v\ith m\ unweleome and muiderous

neighbors. What beeame of I'owdei' and

the guards I never knew, nor did I mui h

i'n r.'u ^^

lA.rivrts, fi
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eare. In the dangerous position in which

I was placed it was sufticient compensa-

tion to know that the outtit and prov isions,

upon which the success of future expedi-

tions depended, were still intact.

Ihe reason wh\- the cache had not been

disturbed was soon made clear. Ihe In-

dians had not yet become aware of its ex-

istence. I poll

m\ arrival, how-
evi'i', si-v eral of

the reiU'Liades

made bold to ap-

proach me, and,

discovering: the

cache, to ask

what it co!itained.

I put them o\\' a-;

well as I could

with evasive an-

swers, which I

could readilv see

weie t.ii' from
I ea V i n 'j u p o n

them the desired

impression. I was

resolved, how-
ever, in lasi' ot

attack, to risk mv
lite, if necessarv

,

in the protection

of the cache and

its content^.

( )n the suppo-

sition that in all

|-»robabilitv theie

would be more

danger bv night

than bv d.iv , mv
first idea ivas to

arrange a sate and

suitable place to

sleep. Aidunil the cache I had prev iouslv

cleared a consiileiable space bv cutting

down trees tor firewood. In the centre

of this clearing two large spruce trees

were still standing. I 'luler these I di'-

termined to spread mv blankets. In this

wav , In abandoning m\ tent altogether

and slei'ping in the open air, I should be

enabled, I thought, bv the liuht of a good

lire, to command an uninterrupted view
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