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interring a living horso in every churchyard liefore any

himian being could be buried there. This horso re-

appears, and is known under the name of tlu^ " Hell-

hoi-se." It has but thri'o legs ; but ill hick to tlu; man
who sees it, for it foretells his own death. Henoo it is

said of one who has recovered from a dangerous illness,

"He has given a bushel of oats to the Hell-horse."

Fnrtlier on stands the rustic fishing-houso of ills

ilajesty, with a rude stone kitchen range outside, snl-

ticient to fry yotir perch—or boil them, if you like it

better. Solyst is a small house on the lake side, where

str;uigers breakfast or drink their cofl'eo on the ter-

races.

And now we approach Esroni. There stands the

old black jail, and the antique farmhouse, whitewashed,

onc(; her kloster. Our horses stop to water
; so we

walk down to tho farmyard gates, an<l enter the court.

Esroni was mother e'nirch to Soro and also toothers in

the Island of Kugeu. Eew and slight are the remains
lit' iier Ibriner glory. A convent of Cistercians of

C'lairvaux, founded by Archbishop Kskild in the

twelfth century, stood high in rank ann)ug the

klosti.'rs of Zealand. Here Queim Ileilvig foimd her

lust resting-place, and two of the ill-fated otispring

(I^lagnus uud Erik) of Erik Meuved and Queen Inge-

bord.

Alter the Refonuation tho lands fell to the crown
;

the materials of the churcli were used by that ruthless

destroyer King Frederic for the construction of Ere-

ileriksborg. 1 observed a stone inserted in tlie wall

Inuring his cipher, "V." encircled by tlie serpentine
'• S." (Frederic and Sojihia), surmounted by a crown,
tlie date liliiD, a sort of rioteatantseal iio placed upiai

all ecelesia.stical buildings which came into his posses-

sion. Another, later, of Christian 'V., 1G97 ; here-
paired the outhouses, and wished tho world to be aware
of tlie fact. Some ancient iron cramps in the wall,

jlcur-ile-lisis in honour of Mary, were all that remaineil

of Itomaii Catholic times; the carved cliairs of its

alibots are preserved in the miisi.'um at Copenhagen.
We saw the niidergi'ouud crypt, vaulted and sup|n)rted

on columns, wliicli undermines the whole buihling and
keeps it dry in this watery iieighhourhood, and the

worthy i'athei's from rheumatic pains and ague.
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It was liigh time to leave Mariciilyst : the season

had commenced—an army of waiters arrived from
Hamburg. The restaurant was now open ; visitors

poured in by the steamci's—called for bottled-bocr and
beefsteaks, and, wliat was more, smoki'd on the stair-

case ; to add to our annoynnee, a brass band com-
menced to play fi*om six. to eight every moriiing.

All this movement and itustle would have been \r'ell

enough had we not lookeil on ISlarienlyst as our own
property for the last six weeks ; so, though I was sorry

to leavt! the glorious l)atliingH in the Souuil, we packed
up and started for FredeiLsborg, where we jiassod one
night, and tho following evening made for Frcderiks-
borg, a drive of threo quarters of an hour.

No [ulace existed on this spot provious to tho reign

of King Fr<'d(;ric 11., who exchanged tho lands of the
suppressed convent of Skov Kloster with the celebrated

Admiral HerlufTroUe for the manor of Hillerod, on
which he caused the earlier castle of Frederiksborg to
be constructed. Of this building little now remains

;

its site is occu[)icd by the royal stables and outhouses ;

stout stumpy towers, one at each corner of tho moat,
it has, wreathed round with iron cramps bearing the
date l.'iGw', and the motto in German of the pious
(.•ui'cn Sophia.

Frederic 1 1 . was, when we considi^r tho ago he lived

in, a right-minded, honourable man. In early life he
was much attached to a young and beautiful girl,

Dagmar Hardenberg by name, who, though of noble
birth, behiuged to no princely house; make her his

queen he could not, and ho was too high principh-d to
take ad\antago of her youth, so he remained a bachelor
until he was thirty-eight years of uge, when, yielding
to the entreaties of his advisers, he, much against liis

will, contracted an allianc(! witii the Princess Sophia
of Mecklenburg. Traditiim relates how Dagmar was
present at the coronation of the qiiccn, which took
place iu the Frue Kirke of Copenhagen, but, overcome
liy her fi'clings, fainted away, waa carried out of tho
church, a>d died shortly after broken-hearted. Two
daughtei-s were the produce of Frederic's marriage,

and, in despair at the non-arrival of an heir to the

crown, he began to regret he had yielded to the desire

of his nobles.

During the celeliration of tho Wliitsuntide festivi-

ties, in the sjaung of tho year 157G, there appeared at

court an aged jicasant from the Island of Samso, who
iut'ornied the king that, when iiloughing his field by
the sea-shore, hi! was accosted by a uu'rmaid, who
ordered him to go direct to court, and announce to tho

king that the (pieen should bear him a son within the

succ(\'diug year, adding, "Tell liis Majest)' my namo
is Isbrand, and I am granddaughter of the mermaid
who protected the birth of his ancestress, Quecu Mar-
garet." When the king and queen heard this good
news they were greatly rejoiccil, and all the court

with them, and the aged peasitnt returned to his home
laden with ]iresents. And now time rolled on, tho
hopes of the nation were vcrilied, and great was the

joy thereat.

It was the 1:2th of April, l.-)"?, that Queen Sophia,

when walkiug with her ladies of honour somewhere on
the Eoeskilde road, was suddenly taken ill, and before

aiil and assistance could be procuied, the ycaithful

Pagan, later Christian, heir to the crown of Denmark,
made his appearance, not under the blue canopy of

heaven, but iiiider a hawthorn-tree, which of couree

happened to come into full llower just one month
before its usual period of blooming—a very gniceful

eomplimeiit on the part of Dame Nature to the new-

born princeling.

Well, great was the joy of the whole nation at tho

birth of the wished-l'or heir, but the hilarity of the

court Wiis simiewhat disturbed by a second visit from

the agent peasai^ of Samso, with a message from tho

mermaid to the king, telling him that, if he did not

at once cease t'rom his habits of iiieliriety, he would

never live to see his sou a grown man ; at which

; Frederic became exceeding wroth, and dismissed the

I
messenger tliis lime with no presents, but with threats

and menace!).

Tho i)roplieey of the mermaid came to pass after all,

for Frederic quitted this world a victim to his inebriety


