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Whiit id that l»ut 11 coiitirmatiini of tlic principle?

Xow li't u-i i.iiik to the Journals of IStlJi. There I see

tli.it, ftii llu- I Till Trhi'iiarv, lsi;;i, whfii owhi.u't i Mi

p(i-ition of other political issues then current in the

Coionv, it wuuhl have hern ea<y. hail it heen .<n de-

gire'l. to [iroeuro an nilvcrse venlirt on the prineiple

of t'o'ifetleration. the House, llimi^'h invited to lio so,

refused lo j,"' "nv further than to reijue.st Her Majes-

ty's Cloveriuneni (while the North-West Territory was

bVi!1 (Uil of the Dominion) not to \tTv^A the j.i>\-"nt

ton.suinmation of rnion. The word "present " w:i>

an express anirntlinent of my Ilonourahle eolleafjne

opposite (Mr. Triiteh) and myself, so us to preserve

the principle, and hiiie our lime. The Mouse,

therefore, I tiiUe it. has thorou;rlily and

uniformly committed itself to the principle ol

Confeilenition, nnd may very properly he

invited now. setting aside till cause:! of ditVerence, for

the common good, ciilmly, frankly, and cordially lo

enter upon ii discussion of the terms. Hut if any

Hononralde Menihers think the principle lias not been

decitled, now is the time and now the hour to settle

that point (as far na this Session and this present

Council is concerned) once ami forever. They are

bound, in support of their views, to lay before the

Council the reiusons for the faith that is in them, and

lo explain why we should not consolidate counsels

with (he Dominion.
And here. Mr. ('resident, let me eay n few words

upon the por-ition the (Mlirial .Members of this Coun-

cil have occupied throughout the whole of this mat-

ter.

Their p.rtion hiis been nnich misunderstood—T will

not sav misconstrued—both in Euf^landnnd at Ottawa.

I'ntil the receipt of F.rtrl (Iranville'd Confederation

DcspateU of 14th Au^nist, IHCfi, they did not feel

lliemselves i\t liberty to go further in the direction of

Confederation than to aflirm tlie general principle of

its propriety, cnvcfully abstaining from the exjiression

of opinion on the meiita of any prrticnlar mode,
iletails, or time of carrying that principle into practi-

cal efleet

That, tliey considered, could most cffectunily be

done by Her Majesty's tJovernment, an K.veciitive

pccnliarl) iinalihed for the task, this Legislature, and

the I'eople of this Colony nlJ acting in concert to-

gether, as it is now proposed ic do.

I do not at present intend to enter into the

details ot what particular terms would or would not

be most aiivantagcous to this Country in any projiosal

for Confederation.

That will be ii question for the House lo settle

when, if ever, we get into Cfmimittee on the subject;

but. inasmuch, as the principle of Confederation

means the advisability of consolidating Itrilish

intere.-t-i on the North American Continent, it is

impos.-ible lo lose sight altogether, in a debate upon
the princijile, of Ihe general advantages to be deri\ed

by Hriti.-h Columbia from a participation in that great

[icbenie.

1 readily confess that there are drawbacks lo

material union, snch as tlistance. hick of communica-
tion, and, to some extent, want of identity of interest,

which can only— but yet which can—be removed
either wholly, or in a very great degree, by suitable

conditions of Cnion.
It is for us to determine those condillons in this

House, and aft^r negotiation upon them with Canada,
to submit tliem to tlie decision of the popular vole,

the piMiple being the parties principally nllVcteil by

the change, wlm will have to pass in the last resort,

once and for e\cr. upon the whole luestion.

The circnni-tances. political, geographical, and
pociul. under which we are at present placed, compel
us to political moveiweiit in one liirectittu or another,

and the ipiestion is now— In what direction .-hall we
go'
We are sandwiched between Cnited States Territory

lo Ihe nnrtb and soiilb— indeed on all sides bn' one.

and that niie diiciiiug inwards Cjuiada. Our only

o)iiinn is bciwiMii leniaiiiing a peliy. isrdatcd cominii-

nity l.'t.ooo miles from home, ekeing oul a miserable

existence on the crumba of pros^icrity our powerful

and active ri|inblican iiii-liltiiii - . In-i-c lo allow u.i,

or, by taking our place iimong the comity of natiouH,

become the prosperous western oullet on the North

i'acitic of a young and vigoron.- people, the eaEtern

ir| boundary nf who.-c pos>esslons is wa.-heU by Ibe

Atlantic".

Tlii- i" li)e .'Illy option left to faithful subjects ol

the ISritish Cnuvu.
Now look al oui roudilion as a Colony, with

climate far liner Ihau any other in the

world, with maguiliceni harbours, rivers, seas, and

waters for inland navigittiou, with unrivalled resfiur-

ces of almost every liocriplion you can name—coal,

Ininbcr. spurs, fish, and Inrs—mines of gold, silver,

copper, lead iunabar, tin. and almost every other

luineral throuulioul the land: with a soil and climate

admirably adapted to pa.-toral and ngricnlturnl pur-

suit.s—with almo-t every naiural advantage wliich

the lavi.-li huui of nature can b' tow upon a country

—the undoubted fact rernain.s:

We are not prosperous.

I'opulalion does not incrcflpo.

Trade and Comnu'ice languish; coal mining does

not advance; agriculture, though progressive, does

)t go forward as it might.
The settlement of the country, though increasing,

yet falls ^liort id'just expectations.

No public works for opening the counlry are on
hand, and a general lack of progress (that is, jiropor-

tioned to the extraordinary resources of the Colony)
is everywhere apparent.

And why is this?

It is n(»t, as some allege, because of the particular

form of Government we al present enjoy (if it were,

Confederation in that Wduld ctl'ect a change).

It is among other things a i*ubiic debt altogether

il spruporlioned lo our means.
O'lr close proximity to an active and powerful

neighliour whose interests are toreign to our own.
[ "Hear, Hear," from Dr. Helnicken]. Ibit the chief

reason of all is (hat policy of isolation which has kept

UH aloof from the assistance and sympathy of a kin-

dred race, and left us in the infant state of one o!'

Kngland's youngest Colonies, to .support the burdens
and responsibilities of n thickly peopled and long
settled land.

Do Hon. Members ask what would Confederation do
Ir.r us?

It would at once relieve us from the most if not

all the present ills from which we i-uffer. if proptrly

arranged.
For Confederation iu Fome .-ense means term?. U

would assume our Publie Debt.

(Ireatly increase our Public Credit, and thereliy aid

in the utilization of our varied rosource."!.

It would leave u,s a .90rt(/ A/z/rtorf in our Kxchequer
to carry on all local works and open on( the counlry.

It would give us a Railroad across the Coiitinent,

and a quick anil easy access to Ottawa, New York,
and Lon<lon.

It woubl cement and strengthen, instead of weaken,
our connection with the Mother-land, and ensure (lie

ju-otection of her Fleet and Army.
It would atlracl population, ever tending in a eon*

tinnous wave towards the West.

Il would promote the settlement of our Public

Lauds, and Ihe development of Agriculture.

Cuder it Trade and Commerce would take a fresh

start. It would enlarge, not contract our ptditical

hori/on. and it would infuse new bcqie and life blood

into the whole syslein ot the Co'ony, and not leave us '

a mere detacheil Mnuicipulily, as some suppose, any
more than Siollaiid is separate from ihe rest of Great
llritain, or the County of Kent from Kngland.

I leave to others to dilate upon llie advanlagea
which Canada would derive from the connection,

ihe pos.^ession of a Far West {Canada's great want)
into whifli her rapidly increasing population may
pour, instead of going lo swell the bulk nf tlio

adjoining Slates.

Those gentlemen will be able to phow that the

ultimale imporlaiice—nay possible existenee--nf the

Dominion as a Nation may hereafter, in some measi"*e,

ilepeud upon her Union with ourselve.i.

To them, also, I leave the task of dwelling on tho

healing of old Internal fends of rare and language
of which ('onfederation is the only cure.

If we watch the progress of events, they all point to

Ihe same end, to ihe growth of a new univer.sal

sentiment of nationality In Mritish America.
It is clear thai eveiitH all gravitate in that direction.

[Mr. De Cosmos "In the direction of Confederation
or NuUoiialily?"]


