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Mvw 4» Mt MWl a«t a itagl* bm. Taka a nmnU aaaa: At tlw wrlttf^ hoaM i«

VMarta, ta tlw mriag at »14. Uw On* paUM waa eartM la aa VMfMrr Utk. mti
m HmaM ba Cam* ttaaa ralalag wall wiiBr way to a atvaat wloay ttat had kaan

Ml ail wMtr wMMMt pfMaattoK Oa that iala ttw ht«a araa aat laaMa a caaa mi
Ow vacaat avata at t lachaa aU taiM« waa yackail with graMMWa aa4 aa a«Bal
thldwaaa placad abvva tha tnmm. Tha waathar laaialiiad dallihtfal. hat tha
paaha* aalaay dM not wad aat a ria^ baa far tteaa waaha^ thaagh tha thatauMtir

la tha alwda fmiacntljr i«aa to 8S dmtawb Fraai all athar hivaa tha haaa vara

At tha aaaw tUaa ha waa earqrtag ont athar wlaltriwt npariawate. tha aMwt
tetataatlag of which waa oaa whoaa waantlal faitvra waa a daatf-air ifiaca all ruand
tha hlra. Thia partlndar coaihlaatiaa had tnaa la aetlva arnica for aareral yean,
darbic which ttaaa tha wrilar had laaracd aoaw af Ita awrlta. Iti btshcat rcvo»-
BMBdatlaa t« hia ailnd la thIa: that It prrreDta Ita b««a Ijriiig until the atmoapbarlc
taaii mitare oatatde la at least BO detren, aud there la tbarefora rery little cbaacr
of i,a tauaataa being tempted outside when tbera l« risk of tbaai being chilled, aa

that thajr cannot ilr bomo. Rlgbt bere let tbe writer aay be bai found Mveral
apiartea In bbi territory wbere tbe blrea are really itaitdlng In a lort of cold frame,
being rarrouuded on all oUW* by high fi>ncea, trcoii, or hoim-*. niitl as a conoequence,

wben the nun iblnee brightly on a cool itlll day, the apiary warnii up, tbe bee* fly

out, but the moment tbvy get iibuvH the level of tbe Rurroundliig tihollvr they are
cbllled by tbe cold alr-ciirruntii niid at onue druii to tbe ground, to riH(> no more.
Krery bee loet In early vpring luetiiiii a Rliortuge of a hiiiidriHl In the time of tbo
boney-llow. Need It bo onld tluit In iiui'li iiiiiiirloit the most notlrviilile feature in

the 8lon- bulUling-up of the rolunira In the Rprlng months; In fact. It li not until

near the end of June that the hlreo show brood rlgbt acroaa tbe frames. As n
contrast to this. In one protei-tcd apiary he baa aaaa haaad la aIgM fHUBaa IB ftactt'
I'ally every hive In the first week of April.

The next fact leanieil alHiiit winter prote<-tlon was that the liees In them con-

sumed Just half the stores necessary for those unprotcctiKl. In an average winter
the writer's bees consume 10 lb. of honey lietween tbe middle of Septeml«T and the
middle of March when liousc>d in unprotected hives; those protected use less than
10 lb.

There is no .'ced to enlarge further on the advantages of suitable hlvc-protectlnii

during the months of winter and spring, say from October 1st to April 30th. .Vn.v

one of the reasons ^^•hen duly considered will show that It pays auunally the whole
coat of the original outlay, but the one fact that we get strong colonies early Is

enough In Itself t'> Justify even g'-ater outla.v. The writer has no hesitation In

saying that more ;imn half the colonies he examines can fairly be described as
" off-scbedule " bees ; that, broadly speaking, their strength at any date dnrlng the
season of flight Is what it should have been about two months prerlonaly. They
were weak at the end of winter, straggled along In deaparate stralta all ivrtaft had
not nearly enough bees to carry In the crop wbaa tha Mt >' flaw waa oa to Jilr.
bat tha qaeui thaa atradt a hig laying atraak aaeh aa w .r aa to May. witti the
airtaral coesoqaeuee that tha hlra baeaaM fail a( yatag haea la Aagm*. when the
flow waa ««ar; ao thaa laaaltad tta anhiqmr coadtttoa at auy thooaanda of mm-
mmn with a aatall aataaat a( ataiaa tor tta wtoter. Brand raising stc^ early,

tta Aagart haaa dla eO, aa tha ealaay fhoaa ttm oald ataaea weak in bees and stores.

If it aittrltaa tartU March it repeats tbe dreary ronod of the previous year, and tbe
aarlaa OMiy ba prohmged Indaflnitely until n severe winter puts an i...: to Us existence.

VThen tbe bee-ke^)ers of British Columbia kc.'p tbelr bera right that is, have th^ni

strong all the year round—the honey production of the average apiary will easily

be quadrupled, and that without the addition of a single colony to thoaa now iii

existence. Tbe standard of efficiency should be :
" Brood in eight tnmm by May

1st " ; It is possible to get tbla amdition even earlier tban that.


