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148 THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

unscrupulous and violent member precipitatod. On
a vast scale the ancient Righteousness has been

vindicated ; and the lineaments and trend of an
age-long purpose of love for humankind are seen, and
men of goodwill answer to its challenge.

They will have no illusions of a sudden inter-

national Utopia. They will know how long and

treacherous the path to be trodden is. They will be

aware that the effort of humanity to follow it may,

unless God avert, stagger down into failure.

But the opportunity is' in a most true sense new.

For never before have the issues been at once so

simple and clear and yet so grandiose; never have

antagonistic opportunist ideals been so discredited

;

never before has the way been so clearly revealed

down which humanity might drive, delayed only by

its own blind follies and grievous faults, towards

the goal of a human brotherhood, existing to give

fullest expression to the life in humanity, and to

bring the variety of its gifts and products into the

wealth and beauty which Unity secures. That is the

League of Nations, of which such League as we may
know will only be the green and crude shoot, yet

that from which alone the summer's flower can spring

to its perfection.

It will be plain to my readers that for myself the

issues of the future (and implicitly of the League of

Nations) depend on the consent of mankind to travel

Christo duce et auspice Christo. Nor have I any doubt


