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THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

The Subbath School.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

PROSPERITY RESTORED.
April 13th.] {Job xLii : 1-1C.

GOLDEN TRxT:~—Dehold count them h
whigh mdurc.---Jmn&s5:Illif’c ¢ om fappy

Hour REatings : =M. Jub 26.1-33 T. Jub 37:
1-24, W.Job83:1-41. Th. Ps. 88:1-18. F. Job 40:
1-14. S, Job 42:1-16. S. James 5: 1-2,

Although from ite high antiquity and peculiar
structure there be many things in the buvk of Ju
hard to %o understoud, the lessuns which in the main
it is designed to teach are plain enough. Job was
gerhups the wealthiest of all tho patriarchs, the

ead of ** a very great housebold,” and the father of
a largo family, ch.1 2,3, Ie was highly respected,
ch. 29: 5-11. and, withal, an eminently good man,
who, like Abruham, had his altar and observed fumily
worship continually, Ch.1.5. Iuto this happy
household Satan—the adiersary—(so called for the
first time cb_1:6), was permitted bir Ged to come
and afllict Job for the trial of his tuth and patience,
In a single day all bus carthly possessions weroswept
away, and, to complote the tradgedy, ho was de-
prived of his ten children by one fell stroke. 1o all
this Job meekly replied, **The Lord gave and the
Lord hath taken away ; Llessed be the name_of the
Lord,” ch. 1: 21. Histhree friends, Eliphag, Bildad,
and Zophar come to condole with him, ch, 2:11;
but, instead of cumnforting, ther aggeravate bis dis-
tress by repronching him. Christ denounces the
kind of argument they used in Luke 13:1-5. At
length Job yielded to tho frailties of humanity; he
quarreled with_his friends, ch. 16: 2, and began to
expostulate with Qod, che. 9, 10. At _this time
Elibu is introduced in the capacity of a Moderator,
and in a masterly address, exposes Job’s_weakness,
ohs. 82-37.  God Iimself next addresses Job in lan-
ﬁ:m e of incomparable grandeur, chs. 38, 39, In
the on wo bave the end of the whole matter—
Job’s complete_aubmission. While in the_act of
ﬁmmg for his friends who had greivously injured

im, he is restored to health and happiness and
twice as muckh worldy substanoe as ke had dcfore.

V& 1-3. Job answered, not ss formerly by re-
monstrating, but in deop humility. I know that
thou canst do everything—I am convinced of thine
omm&otenco. No thought witholden, . e., nothing
that the Lord purposed can be hindered. Who in ke
that hideth counsel-—quoting God'swordsinch. 83: 1,
and aoknowledgm&t;hat in effcct ho was tho guilty
man. What Junderstood not  Job and other pa-
triarcha and prophets uttered many important truths
which thoy themselves did not fully understand . e.g.
in oh. 19: 25 Job speaks of the Jtedeemer and the
Reaurrection, concerning which his knowledge must
have been very limited
his imperfect knowledgo of God's reason for affiot-
ing bim. Vs.4-6. Hear Ibesecch thec—~as & humble

titioner : demand, agk. e

n youth he had been taught the wisdom and ﬁgod-
ness of God, but now he knows by experience. V. 6.
Javkor myself. The language of true penitence,
Isa. 6:5. Rom.7:24. Repent.—Repontance is a
turning from sin, (Shorter Catechism). " V. 7. Tkese
words—the words of (iod in chs. 8341, Ehshn.z had
been foremost in arguing againet Job, so Ged speaks
to him particularly. Ehhu, having been more ju-
dioious, 18 not here mentioned. Job now appears a
type of Christ * mnaking_intercession for the trans-

eﬁ?gs.;'lxlsu. 53:72. So fulfilling the Iaw of Christ

att.3: 44.

Lrary that godliness is great grin: not to judge
others harshly: the uncertain tenure by which we
fi%l.dtz_:arzbly possessions, and the usce of sanotified

iction.

DBy the kearing of the car.

+ but here the reference is to | Jo

QUEEN ESTHER.
[Esther iv : 10--17.

¢ unto the Lord,
ring il to pass—

April 20th.]

GoLVEN TkxT:—Commit (5{ ra,
trust also in Ilim ; and He shall

| Psalms 37: 5.

Hour READINGS,—M. Es. 1:1-22, T. Es, 2:1.28
W.Es. 3:1-15. Th. Es. 4:1-17, P. Es.5and6. S
Ee.7and 8. S. Es. 9 and 10.

The charming story of Esther reads liize a romance
all the way through. Though its imagery balongs to
Oriental times, its woral is of universal application
Strangely enough the name of God is noi mentioned
in the book, but the hand of God is plainly visible
it the preservation of his people, The best teacking
of thusleszon will Le to recite the wholo stery in
abbreviated furm, giving emphbasis in pussing to the
moral and religivus teachings with whick it aboarnds.
AnazieiLs, King of the vest Persian Lwpire, cun-
sisting of 127 Provinces, began to reign 486 B.C. In
his third y ear he cun ened a great council at Shushas,

the capital, 200 miles 3. B. froma Bubylon, which
Insted 190 duys, nud which probably had reference to
Lis eapelitivn against Greece, undertaken svon after
with anarmy of 5,000.000, of whowm only 5¢00 returned
Tor retusing to comply with an unreasonable request

Quecen Vashti was depused, aud 4 years later, Esther
was instated in her place. The tme of the Jessun is
about thirty years atter tho return of the Jews to
Jerusalem under Zerubbabel. Mauy, however, still
remained in Babylon, amoug whom Monukiai, s
Benjamite, and his noice, and adopted daughtes,
Esthor—an orphan maid,inHebrow named Hadussah,
(Myrtle), noted for hor beauty, wisdom aud virtue.
Haman, an_Amelekite, a born_cnewy. of the Jews,
and chief of the king’s houschold, picks a quarrel
with Mordacai who refused to bow doten and rever-
cnce this upstart avd base flatterer, ch. 3: 2, where-
upon llaman vows vengeance on all the Jews n the
land. He obtains a royal decree.that they should
all be murdered on & given day, ch.3:12-13: and
then the king and he sat down “‘to drink,” ch. 3: 15
‘What a picture this of an Oriental deapot carousiog
with his prime minister while thousands of unofiend-
ing subjeots are doomed to destruction ! “‘But the
city of Shushan was perplexed,’” the hardest hearts
revoited from such cruelty. Mordecai, among the
firet to hear of the decree, was .Jistressed besond
measure on his own account and Esther's (for the
being of Jewirh descent was necessarily included ss
well as his countrymen’s.  How was the impending
calamity to be averted ?_ He entreats Esther to in-
terpoes. at whatever risk, and here we have her
struggle against etiquette, her resolution nobly taken.
and in the sucocedmi chapters, her triumpban
sucoess, Hamean’s overthrow and the salvationof the

w8,

Lrssoys.—~(1) High rank is no security sgaiogt
trial and danger. Esther, raiged to the highest posi-
tion, isin imminent peril of her life. 12) Talent,
wealth, cultare, influence and ogportumty aro the
mezusure of our accountability~who knorweth whether
thou art come, &o., v. 14 Every man has his o
peculiar mission, and Christinnity &;‘%octs that overy
man shall do his duty, 18) V. 16. o fear of con:
sequonces should not deter from duty—"* I / Iywmb
1 perish.”  So snid Paul, Acts 20: 24, Sosaid Luther
and Knox. (4) Va.13,14. Helping to save othersis
the best way to ensure your own_ safety. (5) Tbe
truo sourco of courage and help is in God,v. 16
Fast for mc, implics pray for me,—teaching us to
pray for others ug well as for ourgelves, (6) Thers
18 & design in all the providencesof God. The Chris-
tion can over sey - Though I'walk through the valley
of the sbadow of death, &¢. Ps. 23:4. (7) Pride

| will have its fall, Prov. 16 1.



